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Jame Hayes:
 A Study in What it Takes to Be an Artist

One of the best known and least useful of the stereotypes pertaining to the 
arts is summed up by the phrase “artistic temperament.”  It is the image of 

the artist as a wild-eyed bearded fellow his ear freshly bandaged from a bit of self-
mutilation or wild-eyed, with an exceedingly long, well waxed mustache, painting 
limp timepieces that litter a surreal landscape.  Note the common element:  those 
wild eyes that 
somehow make 
living in the world 
that the rest of us 
occupy difficult 
and that make 
getting along with 
others darn near 
impossible.

Of course, every 
stereotype will be 
supported by some 
individuals that 
fulfill some of the 
elements of that 
stereotype.  Great 
artists have been 
eccentric—or even 
mentally ill—just 
like the rest of us, 
but there are many 
artists, including 
some great artists, 
who are so even-tempered and good-natured that their gift for art is only revealed 
through the art that they produce.

Consider Jame Hayes, one of the most promising younger artists to come from 
Keokuk, with that promise already achieving fulfillment, as is made evident by the 
works of art he displayed in his recent show at the Round Room Gallery in the 
Keokuk Public Library.  Jame was at the reception held for him when the show 
opened at the beginning of August, not standing aloof or ill at ease, but moving 
comfortably from one group to another, greeting friends and making friends as he 
did.  And then Jame took a moment to have his picture taken with three of his art 
teachers:  Lydia O’Neal, who was his art teacher in elementary school; Don Hetzel, 
who taught him art in high school; and Susie Messer, who was his first college art 
teacher.  It is this picture of these four artists and art teachers that best answers the 
old stereotype about “artistic temperament,” and it is their own words that best 
give us an insight into Jame Hayes.    

Lock and Dam 19, acrylic on paper by Jame Hayes, 2012
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What Jame Hayes has to say about himself:
I was born in Keokuk December 1, 1973.  I am a 1992 graduate of Keokuk 

Senior High and a 1994 graduate of Southeastern Community College, where 
I received my Associate of Arts degree.  I next attended the University of 
Iowa, graduating in 1997 with a B.F.A. in painting and a minor in drawing and 
printmaking.

I substitute taught in the Keokuk and Hamilton school districts until the fall of 
1998 when I obtained my first position as an art and talented and gifted teacher 
at the Bennett Community School District. Bennett is a K-12 rural district near 
Tipton, Iowa. I built up the art program so much in the first year that I was forced 
to drop TAG in order to accommodate all the students taking art.

I began taking graduate courses during my third year of teaching. I left Bennett 
in 2001 and received a teaching assistantship at the University of Iowa in the art 
education department.  I was in charge of student teacher observations at their 
schools of placement. After receiving my M.A. in art education from the University 
of Iowa in the spring of 2002, I began looking for a new teaching position and 
accepted a position in Muscatine. There I taught at Grant and Franklin Elementary 
schools from 2002 until 2010.  I was then transferred to West Middle School for 
the 2010 school year and still teach at West today.

I have taught continuing education classes in Keokuk (during the summer of 
1994) and classes at the Figge Art Museum in Davenport, Iowa.  I have taught 
summer courses for children, as well as an adult Introduction to Acrylics course.

I was married in 
August of 1997 to Amanda 
Wingerter.  She is currently 
an ER nurse at Trinity 
Hospital in Muscatine.  In 
2003 we were blessed with 
the birth of Andrew Everett 
Hayes; he is currently 
a third grader at Grant 
School. I had the rare good 
fortune to have my son as a 
kindergarten student while I 
taught at Grant.

In 2007 Amanda and I 
were again blessed with the 
birth of our daughter Macy 
Jame Hayes. She is currently 
a kindergartener at Grant 
elementary in Muscatine. 

I am a cubmaster for 
Cub Scout Pack 700 at 
Grant School.  I’ve also 
played softball for various 
teams, and so I’m now 
a Little League coach, 
too.  I’ve even been able 
to act in several plays put 
on at our public library 
and I have become a 
trained weather spotter.  
I am also active in my 
church, Connection 
Muscatine Campus, a 
Foursquare Church. 

Above, Bumpy Twister, mixed media on paper; 
below,  Ramshackle, acrylic on paper.
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T he Keokuk Art Center has been purchasing art work for its permanent collection since 
the organization began in the early 1950’s. Many pieces have been donated to the Art 

Center over the years and others have been purchased with memorial contributions. Much 
of the collection is currently on display at the Keokuk Public Library/Keokuk Art Center 
building which is located at 210 North 5th Street. We will be featuring one piece from the 
collection in each issue of The Confluence.

“Games Children Play” a felt banner by Norman LaLiberte was purchased for $750 
from a touring exhibit shown at the Keokuk Art Center in November of 1972. It hangs in the 
lower level of the library/art center. 

Firmly rooted in the natural world, the expressive paintings, prints and banners of 
Norman LaLiberte are uniquely personal songs of celebration.  Influenced by the poetic 
paintings of Paul Klee and the inspired religiosity of Georges Rouault, LaLiberte has created 
an evocative artistic language of his own.

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts, of French Canadian parents, LaLiberte grew up in 
Montreal. His art studies took him from the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts to the Illinois 
Institute of Technology, the Institute of Design in Chicago, and eventually to the prestigious 
Cranbrook Academy of Arts where he won a painting fellowship. A prodigious painter and 
sculptor, LaLiberte is also highly regarded as a printmaker of exceptional talent. He studied 
etching with Richard Lacroix in Montreal, and later mastered stone lithography at the 
famous Atelier Mourlot in Paris. It is said that LaLiberte’s mastery of the craft of lithography 
was so superior that he was given Picasso’s own printing press to work on.

LaLiberte first received international recognition for his extraordinary exhibition of eighty-
eight large, cloth-applique banners designed for the Vatican Pavilion at the 1964 New York World’s 
Fair. Many prestigious commissions followed. LaLiberte has been the recipient of numerous 
awards and has been the subject of a documentary by the National Film Board of Canada. 

Paintings, prints and sculptures by Norman LaLiberte appear in the permanent 
collections of more than 75 museum and corporate collections including the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Art, the Nelson A. Rockefeller Collection, the Smithsonian Institute, the 
Albright-Know Art Gallery, Citicorp, NY, and the Keokuk Art Center.

"Games Children Play"
 From the Keokuk Art Center's Permanent Collection
 by Sandy Seabold
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Southeastern Community College South Campus’ 2nd Annual Zombie Walk will 
lurch along Main Street in downtown Keokuk Friday, October 19.  As the first and 

only Zombie Walk (to our knowledge) in a 100 mile radius, the event attracted nearly 100 
participants and 150 spectators last year.  This year’s Zombie Walk promises to be even 
creepier and more fun.  

Zombie Walks, considered Performance Art, are presented through an individual’s (or 
individuals’) body as a display of artistry to an audience.  Much like mimes or the current 
rage “Flash Mobs”,  creating a visual canvas of their bodies, participants perform as a group 
in public in unexpected places…train stations, parks, on Main Street….     

The public is invited to get involved 
as a participant or as a spectator.  There 
is no entry fee and several prizes will be 
awarded (individuals, group, and youth 
categories), and one grand prize winner 
will lumber away with $100 for Best 
Overall Zombie walk, moan, and look.  
Those who attend this event should 
arrive in appropriate Zombie garb at 
River City Mall parking lot at 5:30 for 
registration and a brief instructional 
demonstration on Zombie antics.  At 
6:00, Zombies will walk  up Main 
Street to 14th street and back down 
to the mall. 

The event is held to raise 
awareness for the Arts at SCC 
South Campus and donations and 
sponsorships are welcomed.

It's a Graveyard Smash!
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The 2011 Zombie 
Walk brought out the 
suprisingly gruesome 
side of typically 
pleasant people.
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Lee County Iowa Historical Society's annual dinner, to be held October 11, 2012 at 
Trinity United Methodist church, will feature Darrel Draper portraying George 

Drouillard of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  The public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend part or all of this special event.  Dinner will begin at 6 pm.  Tickets for the dinner 
are $12.50 and must be purchased in advance.  The program is scheduled for 7 pm and is 
offered free of charge.

Darrel Draper, a fifth generation Nebraskan, retired Navy officer, and graduate of the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, uses his talents as a storyteller and actor to portray 
historical figures who played major roles in the events that shaped our state and nation. 
Having personally retraced thousands of miles of the Lewis and Clark Trail by canoe 
and on foot, Darrel is considered an expert on the history of the expedition. His George 
Drouillard reenactment has received standing ovations from coast to coast. 

Drouillard (1774-1810?), half French and half Shawnee Indian, was the most valuable 
member of the Lewis & Clark Expedition. When the two captains needed someone who 
could shoot straight, talk to Indians who had never seen white men before, provide the 
400 pounds of game needed each day, bring back a deserter, or stand his ground in 
the face of a wounded and raging grizzly bear, they almost always chose this amazing 
frontiersman. Adapted from the James Alexander Thom novel, Sign-Talker, this 45 
minute presentation, in full costume and French accent gives the audience a taste of 
Shawnee culture and spiritualism as it joins Drouillard in the excitement of the Lewis & 
Clark Expedition.

For dinner tickets or for more information, contact Tonya Boltz at 795-1811.

You'll find our complete 
calendar of events —
October through December
— beginning on page 28.
  

George Drouillard: Hunter, Interpreter and Sign Talker  

The Lee County Iowa Historical Society 
is selling chances to dine at the historic 

Miller House the evening of November 3rd.  
Tickets are $5 each and may be purchased 
from Historical Society members or at the 
Keokuk Public Library.  Late October, five 
tickets will be drawn at random and the 
lucky winners will be awarded two places at 
the dinner table and treated to a sumptuous 
repast.  For more information, contact Tonya 
Boltz at 795-1811.

Dinner at the Miller House Editor's Note:  The following letter is in the collection of the 
State Historical Museum in Des Moines.  It was displayed 
there, probably for the first time, on Monday, February 11, 
2008.  It is the only known reference to Keokuk in Lincoln's 
correspondence.

My dear Sir:

Yours of the 3rd. is just received.  There is some mistake about 
my expected attendance of the U.S. Court in your city on the 3rd. 
Tuesday of this month.  I have had no thought of being there.  It 
is bad to be poor.  I shall go to the wall for bread and meat, if 
I neglect my business this year as well as last.  It would please 
me much to see the City, and good people, of Keokuck, but for 
this year it is little less than an impossibility.  I am constantly 
receiving invitations which I an now compelled to decline.  I 
was pressingly urged to go to Minnesota; and now I have two 
invitations to go to Ohio.  These last are prompted by Douglas' 
going there; and I am really tempted to make a flying trip to 
Columbus & Cincinnati.  I do hope you will have no serious 
trouble in Iowa.  What thinks Grimes about it?  I have not 
known him to be mistaken about an election in Iowa.  Present 
my respects to Col. Curtis, & any other friends; and believe me

       Yours truly,
       A Lincoln



The Keokuk Concert Association has entered into its 87th season.  With the generous 
support of the community, we will continue to celebrate the rich heritage of music and 

performance by offering quality concerts to our members.  
The Keokuk Community Concert Association is proud 

to announce its 2012-2013 series.  It began with Peter 
Simon: pianist/entertainer on Thursday, September 27.  
Compared to the humor of Victor Borge and the virtuosity 
of Liberace, Peter Simon performed an entertaining all 
American style program.

On Sunday, October 28, the Home Free Vocal Band 
will present an entertaining program in four-part harmony. 
Built upon the acoustic beauty of “a cappella” singing and 
combined with one astounding vocal percussionist, this 
award winning sensation is a distinctive combination of 
comedy and music featuring five male vocalists using only 
their voices for performance.  

On Sunday, March 24, the Apple Stanley Duo: 
flute and cello, will provide audiences with a variety of 
beautiful music.  The Apple Stanley Duo has performed 
with various music ensembles. Dr. Cathie Apple has 
performed with the Sacramento Baroque soloists, Celtic 
groups, and is the principal flutist with the Townsend 
Opera Players in Sacramento.  

The series will then conclude on Sunday, April 14, with 
the 65-member Quincy Symphony Orchestra with a 
program of popular works, including the music of George 
Gershwin and Leonard Bernstein.  

Brochures and membership forms for the 2012-2013 
season are available at Cahill-Pribyl Jewelery & Gifts, 
Keasling's Pharmacy & Gifts, the Keokuk Public Library, 
the Keokuk Chamber of Commerce, Loose Ends Beauty 
Salon, Courtyard Books, and the music department at 
Southeastern Community College's Keokuk campus; the 
public library and Carriage Works Antiques in Hamilton; 
Ben Franklin and the Chamber of Commerce in Carthage;  
the tourist center and various locations throughout Nauvoo; 
and the Ft. Madison Art Center, The Ivy Bake Shoppe, and 
Under The Sun in Ft. Madison. 

Subscriptions are for admission, not only to the 
Keokuk Concert Association series, but also to as many 
as sixteen concerts in the neighboring cities of Pekin and 
Quincy, Illinois; Hannibal, Missouri; and Fairfield and 
Washington, Iowa.  Single tickets will be offered at the 
door prior to each concert.  

To learn more about the Home Free Vocal Band, 
visit their website www.homefreevocalband.com.  For 
additional information concerning the 2012-2013 series, 
log on to the Keokuk Concert Association website: www.
keokukconcertassociation.org, or to “Like Us” on Face Book.

Thank you to the Keokuk Community Fine Arts Council 
for their continued support.  

Call Helen Ackerson, 319-524-7818 or Anne Pietscher, 
319-524-8405 regarding questions.

The Keokuk Concert Association's new series

Sunday, October 28, at 3 pm the Home Free Vocal 
Band will be performing at the Grand Theatre.   
Admission is included in the price of membership 
to the Keokuk Concert Association.   Non members 
may purchase tickets at the door for $20.
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A Brief History of the Keokuk Fine Arts Council
 by Prue Backlin and Raymond E. Goeke

The Keokuk Fine Arts Council will bring 
soprano Shelby VanNordstrand and 
baritone Joshua Markely to the Grand 
Theatre Tuesday, November 13th, as 
part of the Simon Estes' Young Artists 
Program. The evening performance will 
be free to the public.

Where and when did it all begin?  In March of 1972 a small group of interested 
citizens gathered around the kitchen table at the home of Lynn (Fisher) Lee in 

Keokuk.  They were given help and encouragement in forming an Arts Council by William 
Nemoyten, Executive Director of the Quincy Society of Fine Arts.  
Nemoyten suggested the Keokuk group should begin by getting as 
many people involved as possible and broaden its programs as much 
as possible so that all facets of the community could be served.  Later, 
Lynn announced that the group's Articles of Incorporation had been 
sent to the Secretary of State of Iowa and that the annual meeting of 
the group would be held on Tuesday, April 25th, in the Round Room 
of the Keokuk Public Library.

 At that annual meeting the directors elected the following 
officers:  Lynn Lee, president, Duff Decker, Vice-president, Bruce 
D. Busey, Secretary, and Robert Breheny, Treasurer.  The first 
board of directors and the organizations and schools which they 
represented were as follows:  Delores Lofton, Keokuk Art Center; 
Raymond E. Goeke, Keokuk Concert Association; Dorothea Bauer, 
Keokuk Historical Society; Eugene R. Staab, Keokuk Camera Club; 
Marilyn Smith, Keokuk Public Schools; Marybeth Mcdevitt, Keokuk 
Parochial Schools; and Lena Faigle, Southeastern Community 
College.  At-large members were Lynn Lee, Raymond Goeke, John 
Marion, Roger Tuttle, Duff Decker, Robert Galloway, Bruce Busey, 
Robert Breheny, and Arminda Bishop. Of this group, only Raymond 
Goeke remains an active member, serving as an at-large director.

Why was this Fine Arts Council organized?  By 1972, The 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Iowa State Arts Council had been formed.  The 
encouragement of these state and national organizations, and Mr. Nemoyten, made this group 
of people who were interested in promoting the Arts in Keokuk aware of the advantages, 
needs and responsibilities of an Arts Council at the "grass roots" level—and made it possible to 
seek local community financial support and to apply for state and national matching funds to 
support arts events.

The current Council is governed by a twenty-two member board, comprised of 
representatives from eight organizations and schools as well as other at-large members of 
the community.  According to the by-laws of the organization, eight participating groups are 
represented at present.  They are the Keokuk Art Center, the Keokuk Concert Association, 
the Lee County Historical Society, the Keokuk Public Schools, the Keokuk Parochial 
Schools, Southeastern Community College, the Great River Players, and the Grand Theater 
Commission.  The Rand Park 
Pavilion Committee is being 
considered as an additional 
participating group with a 
mandated seat on the board.

Past presidents of the Council 
have included Robert Dickey, 
Delores Lofton, Lena Faigle, 
Raymond Goeke, Dr. Tom 
Wemette, David Wendt, Chuck 
Betts, and Robert Soule.  The 
current officers are Bruce Dunek, 
president; Gail Myers, vice-
president; Jim Layfield, treasurer; 
and Rose Marie Karre, secretary.  
Other members and the groups 
they represent are Prue Backlin, 
the Keokuk Catholic Schools and 

mailto:rita@ritanoe.com
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the Great River Players; Louis Clark, the Keokuk Public Schools; Carolyn Peters, the Keokuk 
Concert Association; Bob Soule, the Grand Theater Commission; Polly Falcon, Southeastern 
Community College; and Jim Wells, the Lee County Historical Society and Keokuk Art 
Center.  The at-large members are Bruce Dunek, Ray Goeke, Sharon Harken, Rose Marie 
Karre, Jim Layfield, Pat McMillen, Peggy Moss, Gail Myers, Virginia Riddle, Sylvia Soule, 
Mike Greenwald, Barbara Tuttle, and Dr. John Vance.

The Council functioned for a number of years on funds obtained from an annual drive 
for contributions, and with these funds it was able to offer cultural activities free of charge 
to the public.  Since it now receives a portion of the local hotel-motel tax, which is set aside 
for cultural activities, it has been able to become an "umbrella" organization, providing 
funding for "Artists in the Schools" programs, the Great River Players’ Summer Youth 
Programs, the Keokuk Concert Association, the Keokuk High School Thespian group, and 
various Keokuk High School music programs, including its Show Choirs and the annual 
"Jazz and Chili" fundraiser for the band.  Regionally, it provides funding for the Nauvoo 
Community Orchestra, the Standing Bear Council of Native American programs, the Tri-
state Woodcarvers, the Tri-State Quilters, the Rand Park Pavilion Concerts, and the annual 
Rollin' on the River Blues Festival.

Cultural activities specifically sponsored by the FAC include the annual High School 
Art Competition held at the Keokuk Public Library, with entries from nine nearby high 
schools in Iowa and Illinois, The Renaissance Faire, the Kite Flying event, the October 
mystery writing contest "Haunted Histories and Mysteries of Keokuk," and the bi-annual 
"Eve of the Eve" celebration dinner-dance and art auction.

The FAC also brings the touring troupe of the Des Moines Metro Opera Company to 
the Grand Theater every two years.  This Opera Iowa group presents music workshops 
in one school, performs a children's opera to over 700 students in grades three to five in 
the afternoon, and presents a “grand” opera in the evening.  This year they will appear 
on Friday, April 12, 2013, and perform Donizetti’s comic opera The Elixir of Love.  All 
performances are free to the public.

Other events sponsored by the FAC include recitals by pianist Suppan Gehrich, 
artist-in-residence at Quincy University, violinist Brian Gehrich, Carol Matheissen, 
soprano and head of the vocal music department at Culver Stocketon College, and 
the Trio con Brio, a piano, violin, and cello group from Quincy. The Council has also 
sponsored appearances by the Muddy River Opera Company including a performance 
of A Tender Land by Aaron Copeland.

Members of the Fine Arts Council were involved in the performance by world-
renowned bass, Simon Estes in October, 2011, along with two 
of Mr. Estes' young artists and music by the combined choirs 
of Keokuk, Fort Madison, and Holy Trinity High Schools.  The 
Council is now responsible for distributing funds generated from 
that program to arts programs and scholarships.  Some funding 
from it was provided for the Holy Trinity High School chorus’s 
trip to Rome in March.  In addition, three scholarships were 
awarded to Keokuk High School students Michael Bartels, Jaime 
Hecox, and Abigail Frank.

Future artistic commitments planned by the Fine Arts Council 
include a series of recitals by singers in Simon Estes' Young Artists 
Program.  The first of these will be a performance on Tuesday, 
November 13th, by soprano Shelby VanNordstrand and baritone 
Joshua Markely, accompanied by Mr. Estes' accompanist, Jodi 
Goble.  The singers will spend Monday, November 12th, visiting 
and giving workshops to vocal music students in the schools.  The 

evening performance will be free to the public.  The Fine Arts Council will host a reception for 
the singers following the performance at the Lucky's building directly across the street from the 
Grand Theater.  The public is welcome to attend and meet the singers and accompanist.  The 
Council is considering a five-year commitment to this Young Artists program.

 The Keokuk Community Fine Arts Council takes pride in the cultural programs in 
which it has participated.  It meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month from September to June in the Keokuk Art Center.  
The meetings are open to the public. 8

Continued from Page 7

Since 1972, the Keokuk 
Fine Arts Council has 
encouraged both young 
and old to take part in 
a variety of art forms.
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Wes Brown began packing ice cream for the Keasling family when he was 14 years 
old. After earning his pharmaceutical license, Wes eventually purchased Keasling’s 

Pharmacy in Keokuk, keeping its familiar name. 
In the late 1950s the pharmacy and soda fountain hugged the sidewalk in the 1400 block 

of Main Street right across from the old high school where Wes had graduated in 1948. 
Those who didn't need a pharmacy knew where they could get the best milk shakes in town. 
Wes Brown grins, remembering, "The kids could get a 14 ounce shake for 14 cents. One 
big kid would sit there and when his shake was half gone, we were to set another one on the 
counter. That would go on for maybe four or five shakes." Sheri smiles, "I don't think he lived 
to be an old man, did he?" "Nope."

A 1965 KHS graduate remembers 1961 when the ninth grade football boys finished 
practice. Dodging cars, the little Chiefs raced across two-lanes of Main Street traffic to grab 
counter stools at Keasling's soda fountain. Sandwiches were on the menu by then and the 
growing boys would inhale a full-sized burger, gulp down a milk shake and race for home  in 
time for supper. Today those same boys, now retirees, come to Keasling's where Wes Brown 
still works behind the pharmacy counter filling their prescriptions — as he did for their 
parents and grandparents.

Married 60 years, the entrepreneurial couple has worked together for most of that time: 
Wes behind the pharmacy counter and Sheri managing the gift and specialty departments of 
the spacious store. Their three children, all professionals, have found fulfillment in New York, 
Iowa City and Arizona.

As franchise fast food eateries came to town, the Browns saw the future and closed the 
soda fountain. Evolving with the progressive city, the drug store focused on bringing big city 
signature merchandise to Keokuk, while 
continuing Keasling’s fine reputation for 
dependable pharmaceutical service.

The energetic couple continues 
to enjoy the Chicago and New York 
merchandise shows, bringing to Keokuk 
sophisticated lines of eclectic decor and 
gift merchandise. Sheri is especially 
pleased with the extensive Hallmark® 
displays of greeting cards, seasonal 

Keasling's keeps up with Keokuk
 by Elaine Tweedy Foley

Hallmark® ornaments, unique pieces of 
art for the home and garden, and upper 
end cookware are just a few of the many 
specialty items to be found at Keasling's.
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Continued from Page 9

pieces and collectibles. The Browns’ varied interests are reflected in the store's wide array 
of wares: dramatic costume jewelry, Cuisinart® cookware and gourmet foods, cuddly 
Gund® bears, colorful enamel sculptures reminiscent of Keokuk's Street Fair, festive holiday 
decorations and serene Nativity sets, imported handmade African art, designer handbags, 
children's tea sets and recordable books, hand-thrown dinnerware, and earth-toned autumn 
glass and stoneware. 

Sheri quietly mentions that Wes is a graduate of Iowa’s college of pharmacy. She admits, 
“We’re kind of partial to (the University of) Iowa; we carry a nice selection of black and gold 
tailgating pieces.”

Just past the big glass doors of Keasling’s large store, the ambiance is energetic with 
colorful displays, knowledgeable sales people and expansive purchasing choices. A 

kaleidoscope of shapes and hues creates surprises around 
every corner. Sheri rotates the merchandise often and 
often offers significant mark downs on unique pieces. 
“Regulars” know to stop in frequently hoping a new 
shipment has just arrived.

Although technically beyond Keokuk’s Fine Arts 
District, Keasling’s has always promoted area events 
and fine arts opportunities. All fine arts venues can 
depend on Sheri’s availability when ticket locations 
are sought; she devotes one sales drawer entirely to 
advance ticket promotions. “We are happy to support 
our hometown,” Sheri explains. “We love Keokuk, that’s 
why we’ve stayed here.”

The Keasling’s name and Sheri and Wes 
Brown are indistinguishable in Keokuk. The 
first week of September, Sheri revealed that she 
and Wes were celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary that day. How were they celebrating? 
Both were at work until the store closed that 
evening. Their milestone anniversary was spent 
assisting longtime customers and friends, working 
til the work was done…just as they have done 
every week for more than half a century. 

The soda fountain has gone the way of the 
old school building, but the Browns’ strong 
work ethic and small-town friendliness thrives at 
Keokuk’s large-town store, Keasling’s Pharmacy 
& Gifts at 1414 Main Street.

 

Colorful displays greet the eye 
throughout the store.

caption

http://www.cramerrealestate.com
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Architectural & Engineering Survey of Depot Begins
 by Christen Sundquist-Martin,  Preservation Intern, Restoric, LLC

On Tuesday, the 21st of August , Neal Vogel of Restoric, LLC (Chicago) and I began 
our structural report of the depot. While we were in Keokuk we met with several 

representatives including Kevin Wilson, who is a structural engineer and principal of TGRWA, 
LLC in Chicago. TGRWA is a respected engineering firm in Chicago 
which has analyzed roof structures that are comparable to that of the 
depot’s roof and has received many awards for their work. We also met 
with Cyndi Hammes, who is a consultant with Allen Consulting Group 
from Muscatine, Iowa, who is providing consulting services on behalf of 
Ludowici Clay Tile of New Lexington, Ohio, to explore the viability of 
restoring the original clay tile roofing. 

Mr. Vogel, Mr. Wilson and I surveyed the attic spaces and found that 
the existing roof structure is stable and sound with select problem areas 
caused by the 1937 fire and water infiltration. Although the roof structure 
appears stable, Mr. Wilson will be running calculations and an analysis to 
confirm whether it “works” in structural terms and will meet modern code 
for window loads, etc.  In addition, Mr. Vogel, Mr. Wilson and I will be 
evaluating ways to reconstruct the central hip and how to connect it to the 
existing structure.

Originally, the depot’s roof was covered in flat slab clay tile. This was 
a prominent feature to the original roof and should be reconstructed to 
accurately restore the roof. While speaking with Ms. Hammes and Mr. 
Wilson, we have found that the clay tile weight is relatively modest (1.35 lbs 
psf) and should not pose a problem once the roof structure is reinforced. 
In addition, we were able to successfully match one of the clay tile samples that Ms. Hammes 
brought with the original flat slab clay tile. We found that the flat slab single tile, which is the 
same size as the original tile, and the color “clay red” closely matches the original. Since there 
is no glaze, the flat slab clay red tile is the least expensive compared to the other flat slab tiles 
that need a glaze or color additives.

Overall, it was a very successful preliminary survey. The engineer was encouraged by what 
he saw, but, as mentioned, must still complete calculations and an analysis to determine what 
reinforcement is needed and where. In addition, Cyndi was extremely helpful and will continue 
to work with us in our analysis. 

New tiles have been located that 
match the Depot's original red 
flat clay tiles, allowing the roof 
to be appropriately restored.

To view the video that Dwell 
Magazine created to spotlight 
the Keokuk Depot, go to 
http://www.dwell.com/videos/
preserving-the-keokuk-union-
depot.html.  It's a beautiful 
reminder of the value of 
historic structures.

http://www.riverhillsvillage.com
http://www.dwell.com/videos/preserving-the-keokuk-union-depot.html


In February a group of about 20 people met to form a volunteer clearinghouse.  The 
group felt that many of the needs in our area could be addressed with volunteers and 

that volunteers would benefit by putting their many and varied skills to use.  Members 
worked hard at developing an organization for the new group.  They researched 
volunteerism, visited and talked to several volunteer centers in Iowa, and worked with the 
state organization in Des Moines, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.  The group 
developed the following:  

Mission statement:  To promote an atmosphere of volunteerism and foster civic 
engagement by connecting people with opportunities to serve.

Vision statement:  To improve the lives of recipients and volunteers and benefit the community.
Target audience:  All nonprofits and community organizations that have a presence in the area.
Main purpose/activities:  (1) Volunteer clearinghouse/matching, (2) Information/

resources about volunteerism, (3) Recognition of volunteers.
The group also came to the conclusion that it would be imperative to the sustainability of 

the volunteer center to have a paid coordinator.  Because several other volunteer centers in 
Iowa are a part of their local United Ways, the group also carefully studied this option and 
saw the many advantages for both the volunteer center and Big River United Way to join 
forces.  United Way focuses on health, education, and financial stability, which complements 
the mission of the Volunteer Center.  United Way also strongly supports volunteerism.   In 
June, after much study, the Big River United Way board voted unanimously to include the 
Volunteer Center of the Big River Region as part of its organization.    

On August 17 the Volunteer Center applied for a Volunteer Generation Fund Grant for 
$68,467 for 18 months and was notified on August 23 that it had received the grant.  This 
is so exciting for the area, because the Center can immediately hire and train a volunteer 

coordinator, purchase office equipment and Volunteer Solutions 
software, and receive extensive support from the Iowa Commission on 
Volunteer Service.   Volunteer Solutions is a software package as well as 
access to a national website where nonprofit agencies, schools, and cities 
can post their volunteer needs and volunteers can register their skills, 
interests, geographical area, and times they are available.  This allows 
volunteers to be matched with opportunities that make maximum use of 
their skills and interests.  This software package also makes it possible to 
calculate the number of volunteers, hours served and other data to track 
the progress and effectiveness of various volunteer efforts.

The Volunteer Center will help sponsor days of service such as Martin 
Luther King Day of Service, Earth Day, 9/11 Day of Remembrance 
and Service, and Make A Difference Day.  From the beginning many 
representatives of nonprofit agencies, the schools, and the city and county 
have been involved in the planning and contributed greatly to how our 
Volunteer Center should operate.  The coordinator will continue to work 
with agencies to help them make the most effective use of their volunteers 
and improve the volunteer’s experience.  Establishing relationships in 
the area, promoting volunteerism, and recognizing volunteers will be 
priorities.

Volunteering has many benefits: building self-esteem and self-
confidence, improving physical and mental health, feeling needed and 
valued, making a difference in someone else's life, enhancing one’s 
resume, meeting new people, gaining work experience, teaching one’s 
skills to others, learning and developing new skills, making important 
networking contacts, and increasing social and relationship skills.  
Unpaid volunteers are often the glue that holds a community together.  
Volunteering allows citizens to connect to their community and make it 
a better place.         
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Coming Soon:  Volunteer Center of the Big River Region
 by Dev Kiedaisch



 

Now available at
the Main Street Keokuk, Inc. office 

and Courtyard Books

	 There	are	no	tight	fits...	only	perfect	ones!
  

 Keokuk Heritage Puzzles...
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Two	new	additions	to	the	series	have	arrived!

Water Power Series #4
features what was the cover of the fourth of 
ten quarterly progress reports issued during 
the construction of the Keokuk lock and dam.  
This collectors' edition* puzzle measures 
12.75" x 17.5",  contains 495 pieces. $125  

The Keokuk Cultural and Entertainment District has just received two new historical puzzles to 
add to their series.  In each case, original artwork was painstakingly refreshed by Mimi Kiedaisch-
Elmore, then produced into a puzzle exclusively for KCED by Liberty Puzzles of Boulder,CO — 
arguably the finest puzzle creator in North America.  Top grade art paper is affixed to the finest ¼” 
maple plywood, laser cut, then hand cleaned in order to create a final work of art that combines real 
challenge with genuine aesthetic pleasure.  

* Collectors' editions are serially numbered and 
include a specially shaped Chief Keokuk piece. 

In addition to these two latest puzzles,  limited numbers of Water Power Series #2 and Water 
Power Series #3, as well as the Street Fair Puzzle, are still avilable.  The first of the series, 
Water Power Series #1,  has sold out.  Proceeds from all puzzles other than the Union 
Depot benefit KCED.

Union Depot
was created from an old postcard that 
featured the Keokuk Union Depot as it 
appeared before 1937.   This puzzle measures 
8.75" x 12.5", contains 228 pieces, and sells 
for $75.  KCED will pass all proceeds from 
its sale on to the Keokuk Depot Commission 
for ongoing repair work.



14

Note: Mary Grace wrote several articles in the 1960s about old homes and landmarks in 
Keokuk. They were published in The Daily Gate City. Mary’s family has given the Keokuk 
Confluence permission to use the articles along with her sketches. The documents from the family 
were early drafts so we have taken the liberty of correcting some typographical errors.

The General Curtis Monument

Samuel Ryan Curtis, the subject of a life-sized bronze statue located at the foot of Main 
Street in Keokuk’s Victory Park, was a man of exceptional qualities.  He commanded 

the Union forces at the Battle of Pea Ridge, his success there ensuring that Missouri 
remained in the Union.  Prior to this, he had represented southeastern Iowa in Congress, 
and before his election to Congress he had been a respected Keokuk attorney and an officer 
during the Mexican-American War.

Several years after the Civil War ended, work began in Des 
Moines on a monument honoring all of Iowa’s soldiers and 
sailors.  Four generals were selected for the additional honor of 
being represented by life-sized equestrian statues that would be 
a part of the monument.  Curtis was one of the four generals 
selected for this additional honor.  The State Monuments 
Committee offered the use of the molds of these statues to the 
Iowa communities or institutions most closely associated with 
each of the four generals.  Thus, after due deliberation, the 
city of Keokuk ordered a bronze casting of the Curtis statue to 
be placed on a pedestal of fine Barre, Vermont, granite.  The 
Renaud Crotty Company was awarded the contract for all of 
this work, and finally, at Keokuk’s Fourth of July celebration in 
1898, the Curtis statue was formally dedicated.

Curtis grew up in upstate New York, and it was from 
his New York congressional district that he was appointed 
to West Point, graduating in 1831.  When he fulfilled his 
military obligation, he moved to Ohio where he worked as 
an engineer on the National Road and then, starting in 1836, 
on the Muskingum River Improvement project.  When it was 
completed in 1841, it consisted of a system of ten dams and 
eleven locks from Zanesville to Marietta.  During his years in 
Ohio, Curtis also studied for the law.  Then, with the start of the 
Mexican-American War in 1846, Curtis became the Colonel of 
the Third Ohio Volunteers.  In Mexico, he performed admirably 
as a commander and military governor, though his regiment 
never saw combat.

It was in 1847, just after the Mexican-American War 
ended, that Curtis relocated to Keokuk.  He relocated here in 
order to take charge of a project that was intended to make 
the Des Moines River navigable at least as far as Fort Des 
Moines.  This involved the construction of a canal in or next 
to the Des Moines River from its mouth up to the village of 
Saint Francisville, complete with dams, locks, etc.  The Iowa 
community nearest Saint Francisville was Vincennes, but from 
1852 until 1858 it was called Camargo.  Curtis may have been 
responsible for this change, as Camargo was the name of a town 
in Mexico where he was the military governor.  In any event, the 
Des Moines River Improvement Project proved to be too costly 
to complete.  He was at this time already associated with 

Old Homes and Landmarks
 by Mary Grace

This view of the Curtis monument was 
taken from a photograph made at the time 
it was moved to Victory Park in 1939.  The 
improvements in this park and in the Keokuk 
waterfront since then encourage us to anticipate 
someday having the most beautiful and 
significant waterfront on the Mississippi.
  

Continued on Page 15



Keokuk’s law firm of Rankin and Mason, and may simply have continued in the practice of 
law, but then he got an offer of employment from the City of Saint Louis.

Saint Louis employed Curtis as its second chief engineer in order to save the city from 
two possible disasters.  First, he completed the job started by Robert E. Lee in the late 
1830s of connecting Bloody Island with Illinois on the east bank of the Mississippi River.  
This island had first come into existence some fifty or sixty years earlier.  It got to be called 
“Bloody Island” because there had come to be two main river channels on each side of it.  
As a result, it was considered to be neither a part of Illinois, nor a part of Missouri.  This 
“lawless” status made it an ideal location for the gentlemen of Saint Louis to engage in 
dueling.  However, in time the channel to the east of Bloody Island started to dominate, 
causing the Saint Louis harbor to start silting in and for an island, Duncan’s Island, to form 
and then expand along the Missouri 
shore just below Saint Louis.  It was 
feared that the two new islands would 
eventually meet, and the result would 
be to separate Saint Louis from the 
Mississippi River by a mile of low, 
swampy land.

Lee’s plan was to construct a dike 
that would connect the top of Bloody 
Island to Illinois; a second dike at 
the foot of Bloody Island would aim 
the channel back toward Missouri, 
eroding Duncan’s Island.  This plan 
would have worked, too, except that 
Lee’s new commanding officer was 
less committed to the project and so 
Congress failed to appropriate enough 
money to connect Bloody Island to 
Illinois at the proper angle.  It was 
this deficiency that Samuel R. Curtis 
was hired by the City of Saint Louis to correct.  He did so, and also designed the sewage 
system for Saint Louis, having had altogether such a positive effect on the city that he is now 
considered one of the most important persons in its history.

Curtis was elected Mayor of Keokuk in 1856 and later that same year was elected to 
Congress, one of the first to be elected as a member of the Republican Party.  He was 
reelected in 1858 and in 1860, but resigned in order to return to military service after the 
Civil War began.  In Congress, he had been chairman of the committee on Pacific railroads.  
He represented Iowa at the Great Peace Conference, which sought to avert the war.  Once 
he had returned to Iowa, he was elected colonel of the Second Iowa Infantry, which was the 
first to leave Iowa for active duty.  His resignation from Congress became necessary on May 
17, 1861 when he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.

Curtis’s war record was exemplary, proving him to be one of the best—and most 
underrated—generals in the Union Army.  Under him the line of the Hannibal and Saint 

Continued from Page 14
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From 1898 until 1939, the Curtis statue stood guard at 3rd and Main.

http://www.hy-vee.com
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This is the 
ribbon worn by 
participants at the 
unveiling of the 
Curtis monument, 
July 4, 1898. 

Joseph Railroad was seized and held, thus saving the northern half of Missouri for the 
Union.  Then, in March of 1862 he defeated a larger army led by Confederate General Earl 
Van Dorn at the Battle of Pea Ridge.  Curtis held off the Confederate attack on the first day, 
turned his entire army around during the night, and then drove Van Dorn's force off the 
field on the second day. The outcome of this battle pretty much guaranteed Union control 
of Missouri and northern Arkansas. As a result of this victory, Curtis was promoted to 
major general.  After receiving this promotion, Curtis moved his army further into Arkansas 
and captured the city of Helena.  In September of 1862, he was given command of the 
Department of Missouri; however, President Lincoln found it necessary to remove Curtis 
after Curtis offended the governor of Missouri, William Gamble, by speaking in favor of the 
abolition of slavery.  (Lincoln implied that he’d rather have removed Gamble, but since he 
could not, Curtis had to go.)

Curtis was next given command of the Department of Kansas, where he continued 
to serve with distinction.  Then, in 1864, General Sterling Price, who had served under 
Van Dorn at Pea Ridge, invaded Missouri, once more hoping to win the state for the 
Confederacy.  With some difficulty, Curtis pulled together an army in Kansas and returned 
to Missouri, meeting up with Price at Westport, which is now a part of Kansas City. The 
Union victory at the Battle of Westport was decisive, costing Price thousands of small arms, 
all his cannon, and most of his men.  After the battle, Curtis was given command of the 
Department of the Northwest, and held this position until the end of the war.

When peace came, General Curtis returned home, becoming a commissioner for the 
Union Pacific Railroad.  It was on a return trip after inspecting the most recent extension 
of the railroad that he died.  The ice on the Missouri River at Council Bluffs was thought to 
be too thin to support him while riding in a carriage, so he walked across.  When he reached 
the Iowa shore, he collapsed, apparently having suffered a fatal heart attack.  The date was 
December 26, 1866.

In 1939 the Curtis statue was removed from its location at Third and Main by order of 
the Highway Commission.  It was considered to be a traffic hazard.  It was reset in Victory 
Park, a lovely and significant location, for it was from very near this spot that practically 
every Iowa regiment left for Civil War fronts on steamboats, and to which the wounded 
returned to be cared for in Keokuk’s five Civil War hospitals.

http://www.sutliverealestate.com


Toots Delahoyde, A Keokuk Hero
 Story by Sandy Seabold / Photos from Many Sources 

Everyone has heroes when they are children. I had two. Roy 
Rogers and Lee County Sheriff Harold “Toots” Delahoyde. 

Roy was my silver screen hero and Toots was my Keokuk hero. When 
we decided to have an article in The Confluence about Toots, I 
volunteered to go to River Hills and visit with Mary, his vivacious 89 
year old widow.  My visit with Mary was wonderful. She talked with 
me about Toots and their life together in Keokuk. I hope I can catch 
her enthusiasm as I relate the stories she shared with me. Guess what. 
I think Toots was her hero, too!

Mary met Toots when he was refereeing a basketball game in 
Kahoka. Mary was on a date with one of Toots' friends that evening. 
She said that Toots was showing off for her like “a rooster in front of a 
hen” and she could tell he wanted to meet her. Later that evening, she, 
her date and Toots all went out for a sandwich in Kahoka, and Toots 
flirted with her all night. The next day she received a dozen roses from 
her new admirer and the rest is history.

Toots was living at the YMCA when he and Mary met. He was 
working as a licensed florist at Schlotter’s Flower Shop in Keokuk for 
his uncle who was the owner. Shortly after the two began dating, World War II broke out and 
Toots decided to enlist in the Marines. He had to lie about his age because he was 39 and too old 
to enlist. He passed for 36 and ended up spending World War II in California teaching swimming 
and fighting techniques to younger enlistees. When he was in Keokuk on a furlough, he talked 
Mary into getting married, so they slipped away to Canton, Missouri, and tied the knot.

After the war, Toots was elected Commissioner of Public Safety for the City of Keokuk.  
While in office, he began handing out Tootsie Rolls to people who came in his office. Hence 
the nickname “Toots.” He held the position of Commissioner for 4 years. After losing his 
reelection bid, he decided to run for sheriff and won in a landslide. He held that position for 
20 years from 1950-1970, retiring at the age of 66. Mary proudly relates that he never took a 
bribe even though many were offered.

During the 20 years that Toots was sheriff he and Mary were provided a house next door 
to the County Court House and the jail. Mary cooked all of the meals for the prisoners. Toots 
provided his own vehicle and was paid mileage as reimbursement.  Mary was not paid but felt 
she was compensated by having the use of the home. 
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Continued from Page 17

Many nights Toots would be awakened during the night to go out on a call. However, 
he would be in his office the next day at 8:00 am even if he had not been able to sleep the 
night before. Mary served as the dispatcher for night calls and communicated with Toots 
over a two-way radio. Toots’ reputation soon traveled outside the city limits and Iowa’s 
Attorney General, Robert Larson, came to Keokuk to meet him after hearing what a great 

job he was doing. Unfortunately, Toots was out working and missed 
his visit. Mary spoke with him and soon afterwards the Des Moines 
Register wrote an article about Toots.

The only vacations the Delahoydes enjoyed while Toots was sheriff 
were trips to pick up prisoners. They picked up one prisoner in 
California and Toots decided not to cuff him. Mary sat in the back seat 
with a gun under a pillow and was instructed to wound the prisoner if 
he tried to escape. She said she felt like Annie Oakley! Their first stop 
on the way back was in Las Vegas where the prisoner was held at the jail 
while Toots and Mary saw the sights. 

Of course, for children in Keokuk during the Delahoyde days our 
memories are of the tootsie rolls he threw to us from the car windows 
and his dog, Togo, who was his constant companion. Togo was trained 
by Toots and would only let certain people get in the car with him. I still 
remember the thrill of seeing the sheriff ’s car come down the street. 

When the Delahoydes retired (Mary and 
Toots were a team), the city had a dinner at 
the Holiday Inn to honor him. Many people 
had to be turned away because there was 
not enough room for all those who wanted 
to attend. Joe Malkin, a local journalist, 
wrote to Tootsie Roll Industries and 
invited them to send a representative to the 
meeting. They surprised Toots by sending 
the CEO and the President of the company 
to honor him. A beautiful brass plaque was 
presented which says: 

The Greatest “Tootsie” in the world
For 20 years of distinguished service 
as Sheriff of Lee County

Melvin Gordon
Chairman of the Board
Tootsie Roll Industries

Later, Toots was a guest of  Tootsie Roll 
Industries in Chicago where they gave him 
a tour of the plant. 

After Toots passed away at the age of 73, 
John Marion wrote a column about him for 
the Daily Gate City. John said he was sure 
Toots was in Heaven passing out Tootsie 
Rolls there! I have no doubt that is true.

Above, Mary and Toots with 
Togo and Tonto; right, Mary 
Delahoyde, 2012; below, Toots on 
his retirement day with one of his 
"hot" patrol cars.



Liz Clark is bringing the art of food to you as she pairs with the Keokuk Art Center.          
To register, please call The Keokuk Art Center at 319-524-8354 or Sandy Seabold 

at 319-524-1221. The Center is open from 9:00 am – noon, Tuesday through Saturday. It 
is located in the downstairs of the Keokuk Public Library, 210 N. 5th Street, Keokuk, IA 
52632. Classes are held at the Art Center.  

Classes must be prepaid! No refunds after the Wednesday before the class.

October
Autumn Fireside Dinner, Sunday, October 7, 1:30 pm. Looking for a new beef stew 
for those fireside suppers? Look no further as Liz takes you to Flanders, Belgium and 
Northeastern France for heart-warming comfort food: Beef Carbonade —a Belgian 
beef stew cooked in beer—rib sticking and soul satisfying; Tarte Flambée the way 
it would be served to you at the legendary three-star Auberge de l’Ill in Illhaeusern, 
France made with puff pastry, bacon, onions and cream—a savory tarte to die for! 
Dessert – What could be better than the yeast-raised cake “Baba au Rhum”—a rum-
soaked turban cake that will have you sighing with satisfaction. Cost: $35

Harvest Orange Vegetables and Leafy Greens, Saturday, October 27, 9:30 am. 
Those fabulous antioxidants that you know you should be eating every day are at 
their absolute best this time of year: Butternut Squash and Apple Bisque with Toasted 
Hazelnuts; Braided Sweet Potato and Dried Cranberry Loaf; a mini Cassoulet with 
Lima Beans and our own homemade Pork Meatballs; Kale Salad; and Pumpkin 
Crême Caramel. Doesn’t just reading this make you feel healthy?! Cost: $35
         
November   
Quick and Satisfying Fall Pastas, Saturday, November 3, 9:30 am. We'll prepare: 
Homemade Spinach Noodles with Smoked Salmon in Cream Sauce; Pumpkin/
Wild Mushroom Lasagna with Homemade Sausage and Three Cheeses; Spaghetti 
alla Carbonara with Sautéed Apples; and Orzo with Basil, Peas and Scallops. One 
homemade fresh pasta and great dishes made from those staples that are always on 
your pantry shelf. Great go-to dishes as we approach the hurried holidays. Cost: $35

Hors d'oeuvres and Canapés, Sunday, November 18, 1:30 pm. Liz will update 
retro for you with her own version of Swedish Meatballs in a Dill and Sour Cream 

Gravy, and think of “French Onion Dip” as real onion soup served in demi-tasse cups – 
complete with toasted cheese croutons. We’ll make Pork Rillettes, a kindergarten-simple pate 
that you can serve throughout the holidays and still have some to give as gifts; fresh oysters 
with lemon & caviar; and Anne Smiths’ Hot Bean Dip – a Keokuk Classic for over 50 years. 
Set up the bar and get ready to entertain. Cost: $35

Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate, Sunday, November 25, 1:30 pm.  This class is 
rescheduled from August and features: Rehrücken; Lenotre’s “Concord” Cake; Chocolate/
Caramel Layered Brownies; and Walnut Chocolate Caramels. You can’t buy any of these this 
side of Paris. Come learn to make them.  Cost: $35

December
Cookies, Cookies, Cookies,  Saturday, December 8, 1:30 pm. Guest Chef Susie Geltz.  
We’ll give you Susie’s well-loved sugar cookie cut-outs as well as gingerbread cut-outs 
for frosting and sanding as your heart desires. A great date bar recipe made with luscious 
seasonal Medjul dates. Rolls and twists that you can have waiting in the fridge whenever the 
need to “have the house smelling like Christmas” overtakes you. A Saturday full of holiday 
fun and memories. Be sure to sign up immediately. Cost: $35  

Romantic Christmas Dinner Party, Sunday, December 16, 1:30 pm.  Whether you use this 
menu for a dinner a deux after trimming the tree, or save it for New Year’s Eve with close friends, 
it’s guaranteed to give the holidays a festive touch. Savor Classic Oyster Stew; Tournedos Choron 
(Liz’s own beef filet creation and one of the most popular dishes on her restaurant menu for 
many years) topped with crabmeat, Sauce Charon and Sautéed exotic mushrooms;
Sautéed spinach with garlic and pine nuts; Brie Stuffed Baby Potatoes; Classic Caesar 
Salad; and Mocha Malt Chocolate Log for dessert. Cost: $35

The Art of Food
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Liz Clark Cooking School Classes at the Keokuk Art Center

Photo by H. Tillis
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The Zen of Peeling Carrots
 by Liz Clark

When I was about 14, I had a stenographers’ notebook where I recorded what I 
then considered to be my most profound thoughts. Pedantic attempts at poetry, 

the theme and  rhyme of which are embarrassing to re-read, and “deeply moving” 
thoughts or phrases! After a down-sizing move a few years ago, I stumbled on the book. 
(Do they still make steno pads??) An esteemed English teacher, whom I had allowed 
to read my infantile attempts, had written at the end, “‘Poetry is pancakes and maple 
syrup’. Write about what you know.” Probably the most important criticism my writing 
ever received. The fact that it referenced food makes it even more prophetic today.

One phrase which I had written in the book did jump out at me – “Save your 
memories for a day when you are no longer making them.” EMC, age 14. Since the age 
of 14, I’ve traveled far and logged volumes of “memories.”

Something that I have trained myself 
to do in the past few years, is to sit 
outside with a colander in my lap and peel 
vegetables. Why stand at an awkward angle 
over the sink, straining my back?

Now, as I sit on my east deck, facing the 
creek and woods, I watch the sky and the 
seasons change, laugh at my cats playing in 
the garden or lying in wait for frogs on the 
creek bank. Those “memories” that I was 
saving come rushing back. The carrot I 
am peeling is every carrot from the mason 
jars canned from the garden at the farm, to 
the tiny perfect example on the plate of a 
3-star restaurant in France. Something so 
humble becomes the conduit of so much. 
My sophomore English teacher was right – 
“Poetry IS pancakes and maple syrup.” 

Creamy Carrot Soup
For Soup

 1 stick (½ cup) butter
 3 Bay leaves
 3 medium yellow onions, peeled & chopped
 2 quarts chicken stock
 3 medium Idaho russet potatoes, peeled & chopped
 8 carrots peeled & chopped
 1 cup heavy cream
 3 Tbsp. dry sherry
 Sea salt and cayenne pepper to taste

 Melt butter, with bay leaves, in the bottom of a medium-sized 
enameled Dutch oven, over medium heat.  Add onions.  Sauté, stirring 
constantly, until onions are transparent.  Add chicken stock, chopped 
potatoes, and carrots.  Bring to a boil and simmer until potatoes and 
carrots are soft (about 20 Minutes).  Cool mixture slightly, remove bay 
leaves and discard, then puree in a blender.  Add cream and sherry.  
Purée.  Season to taste with sea salt and cayenne pepper.  Return to 
rinsed Dutch oven and keep warm.

Top with minced fresh herbs of choice. Chill remaining soup.

Note: Be sure to refrigerate the soup in a bowl with a pour-spout. It 
is at its absolute best when poured into a mug in the middle of the night, 
and sipped propped up on pillows, in bed! 

         
©Elizabeth M. Clark 2012
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Book with Keokuk interest to be released in October
 by Sandy Seabold

Three years ago I was contacted by Sam Staggs, a writer 
from Dallas, Texas.  He was doing research for a book 

he was writing about Elsa Maxwell.  Elsa (May 24, 1883 – 
November 1, 1963) was an American gossip columnist and 
author, songwriter, and professional hostess renowned for 
her parties for royalty and high society figures of her day. 
She is credited with the introduction of the scavenger hunt 
and treasure hunt for use as party games in the modern 
era. Elsa also appeared as herself in the films Stage Door 
Canteen (1943) and Rhapsody in Blue (1945), as well as 
co-starring in the 1939 film Hotel for Women, for which she 
wrote the screenplay.  She was born in Keokuk and baptized 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church.  For this reason, Staggs asked 
me to check the records at St. John’s to see if there was a 
baptism record for her.  I found the record and at the same 
time gave Sam proof that Elsa had shaved two years off her 
age!  Later Sam came to town and we spent three delightful 
days poking around Keokuk and the Tri-State area looking 
for “things Elsa.” 

In October, after three years of research and writing, 
Inventing Elsa Maxwell will be available from St. Martin’s 
Press.  Locally, it will be carried by Courtyard Books.

The subtitle of the book is How an Irrepressible 
Nobody Conquered High Society, Hollywood, the Press 
and the World. The chapter about Keokuk is titled “The 
Duchess of Keokuk.”

Sam’s other writings include All About “All About Eve,” Close-up on Sunset 
Boulevard, When Blanche Met Brando and Born to be Hurt.  Born to Be Hurt is 
about one of my all-time favorite movies, Imitation of Life. 

How delighted I am with the summer edition of The Confluence!
Please tell Liz that I especially appreciated her article on listening to the corn grow. 
   
         Marjory Currey

mailto:KJK@Attorney@yahoo.com
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Mad Maude
 by Elaine Tweedy Foley
  written for the 2010 Keokuk Fine Arts Council's 
    "Haunted Histories and Mysteries of Keokuk,"  writing contest  
  

Maude's dark cabin squatted close to the Mississippi River near Galland, south of Montrose, 
Iowa. The tired frame structure rested against the wooded hill rising from the river's edge. 

Local lore said Maude's people had claimed the steep acreage, surviving by fishing and living off the 
land. One by one her family died off, leaving Maude alone by the edge of the water. The steep hill 
had crept closer and closer to the rear of the cabin. The hovel was now part of the overgrown woods, 
just the front wall exposed to the eastern sky. Pre-dawn fishermen in john boats could barely make 
out the cabin's low door as the sun snaked toward it.

Maude grew old and bent fishing from her front stoop. No one knew how she lived without 
buying basic foods in Montrose, without electricity or well water, without a doctor or dentist, without 
any human contact. Maude became an enigma, an object of gossip and speculation, until gradually 
people simply forgot about her as the cabin became part of the hillside. 

	 •		•		•
Two boys heard an old neighbor's Halloween tale about a crazy woman who lived in a hut. The 

curious imagineers were determined to solve the mystery of Mad Maude. The explorers, both eleven, 
gathered flashlights and lunches, determined to conquer their cowardly fears. Revealing their plans 
to no one, they chose a bright October Saturday for their excursion. If no one knew of their brave 
exploration, then no one would know if they chickened out either.

Leaving their bikes hidden in the brush, the boys ran and stumbled toward the top of the rocky 
bluff. Girding their loins with great bravado, they paused then started skidding and sliding down the 
steep slope, a century of decaying leaves cushioning their descent. Barely stopping before they fell 
into the river, the boys grabbed hold of saplings to halt their descent. They were within sight of the 
cabin door and had almost missed it.

They caught their breaths, inhaling the musty stagnant air of the wooded riverbank. Trees 
searching for light leaned precariously toward the water and Virginia creeper and grape vines 
competed for tendril-holds. The boys moved carefully through the jungle of dying green, always 
watchful for river snakes.

The dark mouth of the dwelling waited. The explorers stood before the rotting door. Deciding 
it was a good time for a snack, the boys stood on the riverbank, looking out toward Illinois, Mad 
Maude's cabin behind them. The sun was overhead, but it cast no warmth on this shadowy isolated 
place. The boys peed into the river, tightened their shoelaces, finally turned toward the entrance. 
Flipping on the flashlights, they each took a deep breath and looked at one another, giving the other 
the chance to go first. Double dog dares then rock, paper, scissors decided who would open the 
rough rotten door while the other stepped into the dankness of the cabin's dark maw.

Continued on Page 23



The boys had been to the replica of the first schoolhouse in Iowa at Galland. They 
expected this old cabin to be a small open room like that log building. 

It was not what they expected.
Darkness towered over them. The flashlights revealed a path through tall stacks of moldy 

newspapers. The air was stagnant and dead, the tunnel leading them deeper into the back 
of the room. Led by the light saber beams, the boys gulped courage as they tentatively crept 
forward. Neither spoke. Their mouths were cotton dry.

When the board floor ended at packed dirt, the boys stopped. Unaware that they were 
clutching hands, the boys walked single file deeper into the hill. Apparently Mad Maude had 
dug a cave through the back of the cabin and into the bowels of the river bluff. The tunnel 
widened and now they could walk side by side. Tree roots were white snakes curling from the 
low dirt ceiling.  

The boys stopped, absorbing the reality of Mad Maude's life. She must have literally lived 
off the land and the river, burrowed into the 55 degree interior of her hill. The newspapers, 
taken from someone's trash, provided insulation from winter's cold.

The light beams flew around the cavern, like bats in the dark, revealing unremarkable 
piles of junk and bone debris. Dry kindling lay scattered near a small fire pit. But what took 
their breath away – literally – was the skeleton sitting and staring at them.

The corpse leaning against the dirt wall had filthy hair hanging past its shoulders. 
Mice had eaten away most of the faded clothing. Beetles and worms had absorbed the 
rotting carrion, leaving behind only hump-backed bones and peeling pieces of shriveled 
human tissue.

But the image – etched forever into the boys' memories – was the river snake, staring at 
them, its tongue flickering, the serpent writhing in and out of the skull's 
eye sockets.

The boys' screams erupted at the same moment. Flashlights fell on 
the cold dirt floor and the brave explorers ran for their lives – beneath 
the white snake roots, between the towering tunnel walls, through the 
sticky spider webs – exploding out of the cave's open mouth.

Their speed carried them over the steep riverbank and they flew 
into the murky waters of the Mississippi River. Standing fully clothed 
in the shallow muddy pool, their nervous laughter turned to screams 
echoing against the hill. When their terror had exhausted itself, the boys 
splashed water on their faces washing away baby tears. Watching for 
river snakes, they struggled up the muddy bank. Eventually the boys 
made it to the top of the bluff, found their bikes and slowly rode home. 
Riding no hands, their hearts pounding, the boys' voices collided as 
they relived the adventure. Their friends would never believe this.

In Mad Maude's cave, the twin beams of light slowly yellowed, 
dimmed … and then dissolved into the darkness. The snake recoiled 
and rested.

The boys were not there – in the dark – to hear a broken cackling 
sound, perhaps like an old woman laughing.
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Hyphen
 by Tom Gardner  

It punctuates all that has happened
Between birth and death.  There reside
The facts of life reduced to mere line,
Times smallest segment, infinitely divisible,
The continuum of one world’s experience.
Yet more is revealed:  all that has held
And defined that world, the time and place
And people who shaped or formed this mind;
There, the universe within which evolved
The convoluted swirl and intricacy
Of freedom turned inward.  A secret life
Given purpose in one short dash toward death.
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A new year's wish for you
 by Joy Wellington Tillis

Snowflakes are welling up in the eye of a purple sky,
Readying to fall on us, darkening on high
and lightening the earth.
Here comes the new year:  wishing you all
strength from the inside
magic from above
and someone to shake your soul.

Christmas Eve
 by Joy Wellington Tillis

Silver light through a curtain in the sky;
Snow falls like sifted powdered sugar.
All look to the heavens; the star is nigh.
A tiny heart is beating.
It will change the world for those who choose,
Will rearrange the centuries,
And stop time each year.

Sweeter than the Roses, 
digigraph by Rita Noe,  © 2009

mailto:carole@courtyardbookstore.com
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Keokuk Cultural & 
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  Riverfront Legend 
A • Municipal Boat Ramp
B • Hubinger Landing
C • Southside Boat Club
D • Riverview Park
E • Keokuk Depot
F • Geo. M. Verity Riverboat Museum
G • Victory Park / Gen. Curtis statue
H • Observation Deck (100 yr old bridge)
I • Lock and Dam 19

P

P

Dining in the District
• Angelini’s Pizza
• Delightfully Tasteful
 Bistro
• Domino’s
• Fiesta Jalisco
• First Wok
• 4th Street Cafe
• Harrington’s Restaurant
• Jets
• Lumpy’s Tap & Grill
• River City Café
• Subway
• The Cellar
• The Wooden Nickel

N

Cultural Assets in the District
  1 • Dreasler Photography 
  2 • Estes Park
  3 • Gateway Park 
  4 • Grand Theatre
  5 • Great River Gallery
  6 • Katie John House
  7 • Keokuk Art Center
  8 • Keokuk Public Library
  9 • Lee Co. Historical Society Museum
10 • Plaza Cinemas
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The problem with living in the present is that we 
see everything through the only lens we know, 

which is the world as we’ve known it. When we walk 
down the street of a town like Iowa’s Keokuk all we see 
is the world in front of us—run down brick buildings, 
empty storefronts, ample parking—and we interpret 
it the way we have learned to, as decay, emptiness, 
despair. But this place wasn’t always like this.

If we look more deeply we’ll see buildings that hint 
at grandeur: stately homes atop a bluff—Italianate, 
Romanesque, Victorian—and elegant commercial 
buildings on Main Street with ornate brickwork and 
carved dentils and neo-classical pediments although 

for some buildings we have to look with 
the eye of Sherlock Holmes to see past the 
modern remuddling.

We might think “that’s cute” but we have 
a hard time understanding exactly what 
it means, what those buildings represent. 
Coming from a 21st century mindset, we 
don’t see those buildings as the hopes and 
dreams of people of an earlier generation, 
people willing to bet their money on the 
future of Keokuk. We don’t see buildings 
that way, anymore. In our world, people with 
dreams and money buy iPhones or iPads and 
dream of the wonders of the next iPhone or 
iPad. We don’t build elegant buildings that 
we expect to last for generations; we expect 
to spend our money on a gadget, then throw 
it away when the next cool gadget comes 
along. In a hundred years when someone 
wants to understand 21st century America, 

they’ll need to find a dump and dig through the things we threw away instead of walking 
around our cities to see what we built.

The folks who built Keokuk didn’t have smartphones or tablets; they had brick and stone 
and wood. And they had optimism, something else missing from 21st century America. 
Look deeply and you’ll see a city that nurtured a Supreme Court Justice, that gave twenty 
Jewish families the optimism to build an elegant synagogue, that provided refuge and a home 
for hundreds of African Americans after the Civil War, that was on the frontier of medicine 
for half a century, and that was a bustling rail hub with dozens of passenger trains stopping 
every day. When the immense hydroelectric plant opened in 1913, city leaders bragged about 
how their town was about to boom. A hundred years ago Keokuk had money and optimism.

Whether built of brick or wood, time and inattention do a brutal number on human 
structures and walking around with today’s eyes, it’s easy to see nothing but decay. Buildings 
that once housed clothing stores and pharmacies and print shops now host taverns 
(no shortage of those), discount stores, or nothing at all. The pride that these 26

Limited Vision
 by Dean Klinkenberg on June 22, 2012 in Blogging the Great River Road
  reprinted by permission of the author

*Credit for the old photos goes to the Keokuk Public Library.  The more recent photos were 
taken by Dean Klinkenberg.

Continued on Page 27

Main Street, Keokuk—today and yesterday.

Dean Klinkenberg is the “Mississippi Traveler.” His articles and blogs can be viewed at      
www.mississippivalleytraveler.com.  Dean has also written travel books about towns along 
the Mississippi.  The books are available on this website.  You can also sign up for daily emails 
from Dean about his travels.  Very interesting!!!  The header for the web page reads: From the 
Headwaters in Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico....Making bad decisions, so you don't have to.

http://www.mississippivalleytraveler.com


buildings inspired has given way to indifference or disdain. Pockets in the streetscape open 
up where buildings once stood. The commercial sections closest to the river, closest in time 
to the founding of the city and its reason for being, are gone, replaced by poorly conceived 
and executed buildings that were forgettable as soon as they were completed. A terrible error 
of an era—a 1960s mall—scars the streetscape where the riverbank rises to meet downtown.

The print shop where Mark Twain worked for two years—at the edge of that same 
riverbank—is now marked by a plaque, a modernist bank, and an empty parking lot. If you 
walk by that spot today, you may wonder why Orion Clemens (Twain’s brother) opened a 
print shop in a building that looks like a flying saucer that landed on four brick archways.

But we see all this with 21st century eyes: the need to tear down deteriorating 
buildings and put up something modern. But even the modern buildings are 
suffering the same fate. Keokuk today also has shuttered pizza joints and 
abandoned gas stations. Further down Main Street, the original Wal-Mart is now 
the  First Christian Church. The edge of town has fewer potholes and newer 
homes, but its strip malls also have empty storefronts.

With today’s eyes, it’s also impossible to see what comes next. In 1960, Keokuk 
was a compact and bustling community with a strong economy. If you asked 
someone from 1960s Keokuk what the city would be like in fifty years, they’d 
have had every reason to be optimistic. Few foresaw the coming decline, which 
was more like a slow blood-letting than a full-fledged bust, as the city shed jobs in 
manufacturing and agriculture and residents gradually moved away.

Likewise, if you ask someone from 2010s Keokuk what the city will be like in the 
2060s, they’d have good cause to be pessimistic. I hope 
today’s impressions will be proven wrong. Keokuk, like 
many river towns, has good bones and good people. 
River towns, perhaps more than other places, have 
seen dramatic boom and bust cycles, which builds a 
resiliency that is not always present elsewhere.

Maybe Keokuk can attract artists by using the 
scenic location, inexpensive real estate, and busy 
summer tourist season as a draw. Maybe Keokuk 
can market itself to folks whose work is not tied to a 
specific location—thanks to the Internet—and prefer 
small town life. Regardless, the city, after losing a 
third of its population since 1960, has to get smaller. 
It just doesn’t make sense to build new subdivisions 
and new strip malls on the edge of town while the 
historic core rots. Keokuk still has 
enough of its historic center intact to 
make for an interesting, beautiful, and 
unique place to live and visit.

I’m neither an optimist nor a 
pessimist about Keokuk’s future. I 
can’t see what the city’s fortunes will 
be like over the next few decades, 
but I hope that someone with better 
vision than me can picture a vibrant 
future and will help this community 
rebound and bring those good bones 
back to life and give the folks who 
live here a reason to feel optimistic 
about their community again.
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October
  1-31		•	Fiber Arts by Anne Miller Titus, Keokuk Art Center Exhibit, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library
							1	 	•	Monday After School Games, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 3:30 - 5 pm, Keokuk Library  
							3	 	•	Wednesday Children's Story Hour, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 10 - 11 am, Keokuk Library 
								 	•	Wednesday After School Movie, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2:30 pm, Keokuk Library 
	 	•	Dishing	About	Books	Book	Club	discusses I Capture the Castle, by Dodie Smith, 
   7:30 - 8:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
	 	•	Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park
							4	 	•	Thursday Children's Story Hour, Oct. 4, 11, 18,  & 25, 
   10 - 11 am, Keokuk Library  
							5	 	•	BPW Pancake Breakfast, River City Mall
							6			•	Farmers Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot
							7	 	•	Autumn Fireside Dinner with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art
   Center, 1:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
									 	•	Grand on the River, Grand Theatre Encore 
   Fundraiser, 2 pm, Grand Theatre 
							9	 	•	Keokuk Fine Arts Council Meeting, 7 - 8 pm, Keokuk
   Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library   
11-13		•	L-Bird Convention and Fly-In, Keokuk Airport
					11	 	•	Darrel Draper portraying George Drouillard,  
   Lee County Historical Society 
   Annual Dinner, Dinner - 6 pm, Program - 7 pm, 
   Trinity United Methodist Church
							 	•	Free Movie Night, 6 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation 
					12	 	•	Greater Tuna, Great River Players Fall Show, 8 pm, The Grand Theatre     
					13	 	•	Farmers Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot

	 	•	Wine Over Water, Main Street Keokuk Inc. Fundraiser, 3:30 - 6:30 pm, 
   Observation Deck, Keokuk Bridge
						 	•	Greater Tuna, Great River Players Fall Show, 8 pm, The Grand Theatre 
					14	 	•	Greater Tuna, Great River Players Fall Show, 2 pm, The Grand Theatre    
					15			•	Keokuk High School Fall Concert, 7:30pm, 
   the Grand Theatre
	 	•	The	Iowa	Road	Guide	to	Haunted	Locations 
   by Terry Fisk,  6:30 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library    
					16	 	•	Tri-State Quilters Guild meeting, 7 pm, Art 
   Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
					18			•	RAP Breakfast,  Keokuk Chamber of 
   Commerce, 7 am, Keokuk Country Club
					19	 	• SCC's 2nd Annual Zombie Walk, 5:30 pm  
   registration at River City Mall parking lot, 
   6 pm walk on Main St.
					20	 	•	Farmers Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot
	 	•	Anderson Gardens, Keokuk Garden Club, 1 pm, Keokuk Library
	 	•	Young Gunz in Concert, Keokuk Parks and 
   Recreation Board, 7 pm, Rand Park Pavilion  
					21	 	•	Depot Brunch Fundraiser, 9:30 am - 1:30 pm, sponsored by the Depot Committee, 
   Keokuk Union Depot 
					24	 	•	Incredible Bats, 7:30 pm, Keokuk Library  
					27	 	•	Farmers Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot
	 	•	Harvest Orange Vegetables and Leafy Greens 
   with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 9:30 am, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
					28	 	•	Home Free Vocal Band, Keokuk Concert Association, 3 pm, Grand Theatre
					29	 	•	Children's Halloween Party, ages 2 to 11, 6 pm, Keokuk Library



29

November
  1-30		•	Pastels and Paintings by Gin Lammert, Keokuk Art 
   Center Exhibit, Round Room, Keokuk Library     
							1	 	•	Thursday Children's Story Hour, Nov. 1, 8, 15,  & 29, 10 - 11 am, 
   Keokuk Library  
							3	 	•	KAH Auxiliary Tea & Bazaar, 9 am - 2 pm, First Christian Church
	 	•	Quick and Satisfying Fall Pastas with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center,
   9:30 am, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
	 	•	Eric Brittingham (formerly of 80's Rock Band Cinderella) with 
   Brandon Gibbs, L-Treyns Bar, 1108 Main St.
							4	 	•	Church of All Saints Fall Bazaar & Turkey Dinner, 
   Keokuk Catholic School
							5	 	•	Monday After School Games, Nov. 5, 12, 19,  & 26,
   3:30 - 5 pm, Keokuk Library   
							6	 	•		Keokuk Fine Arts Council Meeting, 7 - 8 pm, location TBA
							7	 	•	Wednesday Children's Story Hour, Nov. 7, 14, 21, & 28,
   10 - 11 am, Keokuk Library  
								 	•	Wednesday After School Movie, Nov. 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2:30 pm, Keokuk Library  
									 	•	Dishing About Books Book Club discusses Midwives by Chirs Bohjalian, 
   7:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
	 	•	Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye 
   Restaurant, 105 N. Park
							8	 	•	Free Movie Night, 6 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation 
							9	 	•	KHS Fall Play, 7:30 pm,  Grand Theatre    
					10	 	•	KHS Fall Play, 2 pm,  Grand Theatre
					13	 	•	Classical Vocal Concert - Simon Estes Young Artists 
   Performers Recital, Keokuk Fine Arts Council, 7 pm, 
   Grand Theatre, free reception to follow
					15			•	RAP Breakfast,  Keokuk Chamber of Commerce, 7 am, 
   Keokuk Country Club
	 	•	Hydroponics Made Easy,  Keokuk Garden Club, 1 pm, 
   Keokuk Library
					17	 	•	Festival of Trees, Keokuk Art Center Fundraiser, 
   Holiday Inn Express
					18	 	•	Hors d'oeuvres and Canapés with Liz Clark, 
   Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library
					20	 	•	Tri-State Quilters Guild meeting, 
   7 pm, Art Center, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library
     22  •	City of Christmas Display of Lights, 
   Through December 26, 
   Rand Park
					24	 	•	Small Business Saturday, 
   all day, Main Street
	 	•	Horndogs Concert, sponsored by 
   the K.C.s, 8 pm, K.C. Hall, 
   11 N. 6th
					25	 	•	Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate 
   with Liz Clark, 
   Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library 
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In order to add an event to this calendar, contact Carole Betts at carole@courtyardbookstore.com.  
Updates will be made semi-monthly.  To advertise in the Confluence, please contact Bill Vandersall 
at billjudyvan@gmail.com.  All ads should be approximately 3 x 5 inches in size and may be either 
vertical or horizontal.  The cost is $40 per ad.

 

December
  1-31		•	Watercolors by Jan Rockwell, Keokuk Art Center 
   Exhibit, Round Room, Keokuk Library
							1	 	•	Tour of Homes, Keokuk Hospital Auxiliary 
  •	City of Christmas Display of Lights, Through 
   December 26, Rand Park
							3	 	•	Monday After School Games, Dec. 3, 10, & 17
   3:30 - 5 pm, Keokuk Library
							5	 	•	Wednesday Children's Story Hour, Dec. 5, 12, & 19,
   10 - 11 am, Keokuk Library  
								 	•	Wednesday After School Movie, Dec. 5, 12, & 19, 
   2:30 pm, Keokuk Library 
								 	•	Dishing About Books Book Club, book to be 
   determined, 7:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library      
						 	•	Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye 
   Restaurant, 105 N. Park Dr.
							6	 	•	Thursday Children's Story Hour, Dec. 6, 13, & 20, 10 - 11 am, 
   Keokuk Library 
							7	 	•	Puttin' on the Glitz, 4 - 9 pm, Main Street Keokuk Inc.
							8	 	•	Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony, 11 am, 
   Keokuk National Cemetery
	 	•	Cookies, Cookies, Cookies with Liz Clark and Susie Geltz, 
   Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
					11	 	•	Keokuk Fine Arts Council Meeting, 7 - 8 pm, Keokuk
   Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library 
					13	 	•	Free Movie Night, 6 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation 
					15	 	•	Christmas Luncheon, Keokuk Garden Club, 1 pm, Keokuk Library
					16	 	•	Romantic Dinner Party with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library
     18  •	KHS Winter Concert,  7:30 pm, Grand Theatre
	 	•	Tri-State Quilters Guild meeting, 7 pm, Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
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Printed copies of The Confluence are available beginning with the Fall 2012 issue.  They will be 
8.5 x 11 inch stapled copies in a clear binder. A one year (4 issues) subscription is $39. To subscribe, please fill 
out the information below and mail it along with your check (made out to KCED) to:
Sandy Seabold, 226 Morgan Street, Keokuk, IA 52632. 

Name      Street Address

City      State      Zip

Subscriptions will begin with the Fall (Oct. – Dec.) 2012 issue. To receive quarterly emails announcing 
The Confluence, please send your request to artworks1221@gmail.com
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My art work is directly influenced by my life and hobbies. I enjoy imagery that reminds 
me of my home and family in Keokuk, or softball or baseball—I am a Chicago Cubs fan—
and I also like the imagery of tornadoes.

My parents divorced when I was in 5th grade and in the years that followed I lived with 
my maternal grandparents, Roger and Bernadine Loeffler of Keokuk.  They allowed me to 
be active in school activities but not to run wild or cruise Main Street.  I remember asking 
them for a house key shortly after I turned 16.  It was, I think, my grandmother who told me 
that I wouldn't need a key if I was home on time. My grandparents taught me more through 
all my interactions with them than I could ever imagine or absorb.  They 
also made sure that I saw both of my parents at every opportunity that 
came up.

My grandparents were very giving of their time and made sure I was 
allowed to be a kid. I participated in speech, drama, golf and baseball in 
high school.

I have worked at Wal-Mart in Keokuk, Iowa City and Tipton, Iowa, 
as well as KOKX AM/FM as an on-air announcer, and for the Keokuk 
Government Access channel. 

I earned the Gold Medal of Achievement, the highest award in Royal 
Rangers.  Royal Rangers is an Assemblies of God scouting type of 
organization.

I currently work out of my home studio.   I have tried to keep making 
art a priority, although being a teacher, husband and father take up a 
majority of my time.  My work tends to be rooted in Keokuk, her people 
and stories. My enjoyment of an oral tradition through the stories told 
by my grandmother and others is also a direct influence in my work.    
The style I employ in my art varies, depending on my theme or the 
particular story I want to convey. Each artwork is usually based on a 
subject of interest, a commission, or just a desire to tell a story visually. 
From this beginning, I break down the image into some of the basic 
elements of art (generally motion, shape and color are most prominent).  
Then I choose my media and begin to create.  Many of my images start 
in a sketchbook format. I am not sure what the future holds for my work. 
I try to do the best I can to present my work in a meaningful way that 
tells an interesting story for the viewer. 

What Lydia O’Neal has to say about Jame:
As an elementary art teacher, I have had lots of little people tell me that they like art.  

That has always been a good thing for me because it means that they are enjoying what we 
are doing.  Some of them have even told me that they want to be an art teacher when they 
grow up.  That is especially good, because it means they like what we are doing enough to 
want to share it with others.  One of them, Jame Hayes, has not only found enjoyment in art, 
but has become an artist and a teacher of art.  For all of these accomplishments, I am very 
proud of him.

I am ashamed to say that I did not immediately see Jame’s potential as an artist and art 
teacher, that I couldn’t pick Jame out of the crowd of 400+ students that I dealt with that 
year and every year that I taught art.  I do remember that he was high energy, positive and 
incredibly likeable—he still is; but like so many others, he told me he liked art and wanted 
to be an art teacher.  After he moved to the upper grades, I started to hear that Jame was 
following through on his early promises.  In high school, I saw his work in local exhibits 
and I knew that Jame was for real.  When he was still in high school, he did a painting of his 
Grandma that I would have hung in my home!

When Jame had to do his student teaching, he returned to me and I was thrilled!  As 
I introduced him to my classes, he recalled for them a story I’d rather have forgotten.  In 
Jame’s words, I once “kicked him out” of class.  Luckily for everyone, he liked art more than 
he was upset with me!  He did a great job as a teacher.  The kids liked him, they liked the 
lessons and his enthusiasm was absolutely infectious.  I would sit in on his classes to work 
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Pencil drawing of Jame 
by Lydia O'Neal, 2012.
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on his projects along with the kids—not so much to check on 
Jame as to enjoy being in his class.

A curse that most parents lay on their children when they 
are behaving badly has actually become my wish for Jame:  
I hope he gets at least one student just like he was.  I hope 
he has the joy of knowing that one of his students loves art 
enough to make a life of sharing it with others.  And I hope 
that that student lets Jame know that he was appreciated in 
the same way that Jame shared his gratitude with me.  

What Don Hetzel has to say about Jame:
I had the pleasure of having Jame as an art student 

during the time he was a student at Keokuk High School.  
Jame’s visual abilities were evident from the beginning.  
Expressionism came naturally to him. He embraced his 
style and pursued developing his technique to improve his 
visual expression.  It didn't matter what medium we were 
using.  Jame tackled the expression with enthusiasm and with 
a desire to push his abilities to new levels. The competitive 
drive to improve, to take the visual expression to the next 
level and to not be satisfied is essential for continued growth.  
Jame has that competitive drive!  He learned how to see and 
dissect his work through individual critiques in advanced 
classes recognizing areas of strengths and weaknesses.  After 
graduating, Jame went on to study art education at college 
and returned to work in my classroom during his student 
teaching.  He brought the same enthusiasm and competitive 
drive that he has for his art into his development as an art 
teacher.  I am very proud to say that Jame is not only a 
colleague as an artist and teacher but that he is also a friend.        

What Susie Messer has to say about Jame:
What can I tell you about Jame Hayes?  Well, I need 

to start at the beginning of our two years together at 
Southeastern Community College.  One of my first 
recollections is of Jame introducing himself to me.

“Hello Ma'am, I’m Jame Hayes, and I’m am art 
education major.”

“That’s great James; my degrees are in art 
education also.  And my name is Mrs. Messer.”

“Great, but my name is Jame without an s on 
the end and if you don’t mind, I’m going to call you 
ma'am.”

Once we got the formalities out of the way, I 
quickly learned that Jame was an exceptional art 
student with a passion for art that matched his talents.  
I enjoyed every class I taught with Jame.  He became 
an example and in some cases a mentor for other 
students.  

The only time we had a slight difference of opinion 
was at the beginning of painting class.  I told the 
students that we would begin the semester by starting 
with oil paints.  The below conversation followed:

“Ma'am, I only paint in acrylics and do not like oil 
paints.”

“Jame, have you ever painted or experimented with oil 
paints?”

“No ma'am, not really and I do only like to paint with acrylics.”

Continued from Page 31 “Well Jame, we will get to acrylic painting next, but for 
the time being you have to paint with oils because it is a 
requirement of the class.

Jame replied with an unenthusiastic “Oh, okay.”
To make a long story short, it wasn’t too long when Jame 

was asking for larger pieces of canvas and more oil paints.  
And finally, he admitted that he “loved painting with oils 
more than acrylics.”  At this point of the semester, Jame took 
over one of the art room’s large drafting tables and started to 
produce 3 foot by 5 foot oil paintings.  He was hooked!

I have many fond memories of Jame in my college art 
classes.  I was extremely excited when he transferred to the 
University of Iowa to pursue a BA in Art Education.  A 
year later I was asked to supervise Jame’s student teaching 
for the University of Iowa in the Keokuk Public School 
system.  What a delight for me to experience a former student 
flourishing as a new teacher!  I knew right then and there that 
Jame was going to be very successful as an art educator as he 
loved every minute he was in the classroom.

Jame graduated from the University of Iowa with his 
teaching degree and needed a job.  It just so happened 
that my father was serving as an interim superintendent at 
Bennett, Iowa.  In a phone conversation with my father, I 
learned that he was looking for an art teacher for the next 
year.  “Wow,” I said and then told my father about this 
extraordinary former student that was by far the best young 
art teacher that I have worked with.  He interviewed Jame 
and the rest is history.  Not only was Jame very successful in 
Bennett, he was able to move up to a larger school system 
after he received his Master’s degrees in Art Education.

Jame has already become very successful as an art 
instructor and an artist.  He has developed and launched 
many new programs in the school system he now serves.  
Along with his dedication to his profession, he is a loving 
husband and father.  Jame is a good friend and I’m so lucky 
to have played a small part in moving him along to achieve 
his professional goals.

Don Hetzel, Susie Messer, and Lydia O'Neal along with their former 
student, the "wild-eyed" artist, Jame Hayes.
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