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Although born in Quincy, Doug Ewing 
did most of his growing up in Keokuk, 

attending Keokuk schools and participating 
in Keokuk events.  Back then, his greatest 
interest was not taking pictures; no, that honor 
probably went to skateboarding, or maybe to 
messing around on bikes.  Still, photography 
was a solid third-place interest, but more as a 
hobby, which it was for his mother, who taught 
him all the basics.

In high school, photography moved up 
from a childhood pastime to a serious interest.  Out of school, Doug still loved 
skateboarding and hanging out with friends (what he calls his “liberal street 
education"), but in school, he got a lot of support for his serious interest in 
photography from his communications and English teacher, Ellie Vets, and 
from Rex Muston, who taught language arts as well as photography—and 
who provided him with all the time he wanted to work in the darkroom.  
Outside of school, Tom Dreasler was also a mentor to Doug in developing his 
abilities as a photographer.

While Doug Ewing did well in high school, he did not see himself as an 
especially academic type of person, so he chose to go on to a private institute 
in Denver, Colorado, that had an intensive two-year program in photography.  
This program provided him with essential credentials and a good portfolio, 

Continued on Page 2

Many Keokukians caught a glimpse of this summer's double rainbow 
over Main but Doug Ewing, pictured above, managed to preserve it.
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and with these in hand, he moved on to become a professional photographer 
in Hollywood.  There he got to be part of a “highly conceptualized production 
work” environment and to interact with people whose names are a familiar 
part of what you see on television, at the movies and at the magazine rack next 
to the checkout counter at a super market.  Most celebrities, he says, are quite 
nice, hard-working professionals who appreciate those qualities in those they 
work with.  And, yes, Tom Hanks is just as nice and easy to get along with as the 
characters he has usually portrayed.

But even with all that Hollywood glamour, there came a time when Doug 
decided he wanted to come home to Keokuk to work.  Whether he'll stay or 

how long he'll stay are questions 
still to be decided.  “I love it here,” 

Continued from Page 1
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A wedding portrait of Stephanie 
Froman and a senior portrait of 
Jordan Newbill work to catch 
each subject's unique personality.
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Doug acknowledges, “but I still have my big city 
itch, and some day I may need to scratch it.”  He is a 
world traveler now, having visited several European 
countries as well as Japan, the Dominican Republic 
and Mexico.  For the present, though, he and his 
“significant other,” Miriam Hays, are enjoying their 
life in Keokuk with their cats Lilly, Ellie and Peaches.  
He is also finding plenty of photographic challenges 
right here in Keokuk.  He takes great pleasure in 
taking portraits, which he insists should be both 
revealing of character and have genuine authenticity.  
He also enjoys taking pictures of both iconic and 
overlooked Keokuk scenes, preferably at sunrise or 
sunset or when weather—especially lightning—gives 
his shot drama and intensity.
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Continued from Page 2

A photo of Lake Cooper's golf course and 
another of Michael Geltz'  1983 Harley 
demonstrate Doug's fascination with light. 

http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com


The photo above was featured on a postcard dated 1908.  Any idea just where it was 
taken?  You'll find the answer on page 25.

A Mystery Photo
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March 4, 1853
Edward Snyder of Dubuque cut 

his throat with a razor and fell from 

the third story of the St. Charles 

hotel, while visiting here with his 

wife, whom he married three weeks 

before.  He was buried here the 

next day.

   

–Keokuk History 1820-1906

The Constitution-Democrat

     

mailto:nlseabold@msn.com
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When the Keokuk Art Center moved into the Keokuk Public Library building, its executive 
director, Tom Seabold, commissioned potter Marvin Crozier to create a large pottery 

fountain for the hallway by his office.  The fountain crafted by Crozier has been a popular 
attraction at the Art Center ever since.

J. Marvin Crozier began his career as a professional 
artist craftsman in 1971.  His preferred mediums are 
acrylic, watercolor and clay.  He also works in mixed 
media and sculpture. From 1972 until 1990 Crozier 
was owner of Nauvoo Pottery and Gallery in historic 
Nauvoo, Illinois.  Over the years he has sold artwork 
to customers from over 80 countries.  He relocated 
to Missouri in 1991 and began graduate studies.  He 
received his graduate degree in Fine Arts at CMSU 
and now works in his studio located in rural Missouri, 
about 25 miles east of Kansas City.  It is associated with 
a raku kiln yard, an herb garden and a pond with really 
big catfish.  He works regularly in this setting, one that 
seems to appeal to all visitors.

What Marvin Crozier has found in the setting for 
his studio seems to be entirely consistent with what he 
considers the sources of his inspiration:

Inspiration for my artwork in acrylic, watercolor and 
sculpture comes primarily from nature, particularly the 
wide open prairie. The abstract shapes, color and design 
seen on the prairie are extraordinary. Space, distance, 
always-changing light, even the dirt and rocks underfoot 
are inspiration. I really enjoy seeing old farmsteads, 
the abstract fading colors of the abandoned barns, farm 
houses, windmills, and rusting machinery.

Inspiration for my clay work stems largely from 
two sources.  They are Early American folk pottery 
and Nature.  I have always been intrigued with clay 
vessels for the presentation of food, reminiscent of Early 
American folk pottery created for serving food.  In the 
1800s pottery used for serving food was viewed in much 
the same way we view disposable containers today.  In 
the 21st century, ancient technique is combined with 
computer-calculated glazes and electronic pyrometers to 
create durable contemporary pottery food vessels.

There is a spiritual quality and healing in working with 
clay.  In today's society we are inundated with technology 
and mass production.  There is a calm peaceful feeling in 
working with and eating from a clay object that has been 
created with hands, each piece different from any other, 
each clay artist different from any other.  Each piece of work, either art object or food vessel, that 
comes from my hands has been lovingly created, and oftentimes it is difficult to part with the creation.  
The pieces I create are the antiques and heirlooms of the future.

Crozier Studio is located in rural eastern Jackson County, Missouri, about 20 miles east of Kansas 
City, Missouri.  The studio is open to the public by appointment.  Please e-mail (marvin.crozier@
crozierstudio.com) prior to your visit to insure someone will be there. Typically, you can expect a 
response within 48 hours. 

The Keokuk Art Center's Fountain
 by Sandy Seabold

Water gently flows down the sides 
of this fountain created by Marvin 
Crozier, and the subtle sound 
that's made as it trickles into 
the pool below greets Art Center 
visitors the moment they walk 
through the door.
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When television was still an unrealized dream, and before Netflix or Hulu, the king of 

imagination was a piece of furniture about the size of a picnic basket.  Every day shortly 
after sunset, America would pull up a chair to this little box and spend a delightful evening as the 
magic of fiction was made to come alive.  The Great River Players invite audiences to take a trip 
into the past and experience a live radio show with GRP Radio Theatre Presents.

The audience can expect to see an authentic old-time radio show, complete with commercials 
and sound effects.  In keeping with the Halloween season, scripts have been selected from three 
popular series of the 1940’s: ‘The Inner-Sanctum,” “The Hermit’s Cave” and “Five-Minute 
Mysteries.”  These classic radio dramas will be performed by actors in front of microphones 
while the sound effects are created by actors behind a Foley table, named after Jack Foley the 
late sound-effects pioneer at Universal Studios known for creating authentic-sounding footsteps, 
gunshots, door slaps, and the like.

The radio comes alive on Friday, October 23rd, and Saturday, October 24th, at The Keokuk 
Union Depot on the riverfront.  Show times are 7:00 pm.  Tickets are $10.00 and will be available 
at Java River or The Lost Canvas starting October 6th.  Tickets may also be purchased at GRP, 
17 South 6th Street, on Saturday, October 17th from 10:00 – 2:00.  There will be prizes during the 
evening and GRP members will be serving refreshments at intermission.  While not required, the 
audience is invited to wear clothing of the 1940’s or Halloween costumes.

Come start your Halloween off right, with the members of Great River Players!  Sit back, 
close your eyes, and bring 
these characters to life in 
your imagination.  Enjoy 
our spooky atmosphere and 
decorations and be a part of 
our “live” studio audience!!! 

Always aiming to do just a little bit more, the Keokuk Public Library has added Classic 
Movie Night to its list of regularly scheduled events. Once a month you'll have the chance 

to watch a well known older release, free of charge, in the library's Round Room.  Show time is 
set for 8 pm, after the library's regular closing time. Precise dates will be determined on a month 
to month basis, and copyright restrictions prohibit the library from advertising the exact title 
of any movie being shown but "hints" are premisable.  Friday, October 23rd will bring a special 
Halloween presentation of a certain Late Night Picture Show.  Yes, it's just a jump to the left, 
and then a step to the right!" and you'll be out of your seat dancing with Riff-Raff and Magenta.  
"Insane Mike" Saunders will be there to lead the crowd through the audience participation. Free 
prop bags will be provided in limited quantities--get there early to get yours! This movie is rated 
R and parental discretion is advised. And, as with all movies shown at the library, free popcorn 
will be provided by the KPL Foundation.  

For future dates and clues to upcoming movies go to www.keokuk.lib.ia.us or call 524-1483 
during regular library hours.

Classics After Hours at the Library
 

GRP Radio Theater Presents
 by Bobbi Lutzen and Diana Kraus

Actors and crew rehearse  
at the GRP building, 
preparing to transport you 
back to the 1940's — the 
golden age of radio.

http://www.keokuk.lib.ia.us
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Keokuk Concert Association's Forthcoming Season
 by Louise Orozco

A fundamental goal of the Keokuk Concert Association is to bring live 
musical performances to the community. An essential element in that goal 

is to make these performances available to the general public at a reasonable 
cost. That goal has again been met with the four concerts lined up for our 
forthcoming 90th season:

October 24, 2015
The Four Freshmen
This group has demonstrated the best of male vocal harmony for many 

years and inspired later groups such as The Mamas & The Papas, Franki Valli 
and the Manhattan Transfer. They will perform a variety of music sure to 
please all attending.

 

December 13, 2015  
Camerata Woodwind Quintet  – 
 Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, and French Horn
These five woodwind musicians from Western Illinois University form the 

current ensemble-in-residence at WIU.  The Camerata Woodwind Quintet 
has appeared in festivals and performances throughout the United States and 
abroad.  The group has received critical acclaim for its many recordings—
most recently its compact disc on CRYSTAL Records. 
 

March 14, 2016   
Maniacal 4 – Trombone Quartet
This group of four young professional musicians will entertain the 

audience with a wide range of music styles and time periods and use 
the voice of the trombone in ways you never imagined.  Well versed 
in classical, jazz, Latin and rock music, M 4 is at home performing 
music from any genre. In addition to performing a great concert, 
KCA is also planning for this group to offer an educational program 
for local youth.

Continued on Page 8

The Four Freshman - Courtesy Photo

Camerata Woodwind Quintet- Courtesy Photo

Maniacal 4 - Courtesy Photo

http://www.FCB-Keokuk.com


 
May 16, 2016 
Tribute to Neil Diamond  – Denny Diamond and The  Jewels
Joined by his sons, Lucas and Spenser, Denny Diamond 

is one of the most sought after tribute artists in the country. 
Performing all of your favorite songs by one of America’s 
favorite entertainers, Mr. Diamond also includes a few 
songs by other artists as well as Neil Diamond.

Season tickets are now available for this great concert 
series. In addition to revenue from season ticket holders, 
KCA also receives support from local individuals, 
banks, businesses, charitable funds, and The Fine Arts 
Council.  This support has allowed the cost of tickets to 
remain the same at $45 for an adult for all four concerts. Purchase of a season ticket allows ticket 
holders to not only attend all of the above concerts but many additional concerts in surrounding 
communities.  Information about this reciprocal agreement is mailed to each season ticket holder 
and is also available on KCA’s website:  www.keokukconcertassociation.org.

Another change for the upcoming season is the availability of individual concert tickets in 
advance at the following locations:

 Hy-Vee – 3111 Main Street
 KHS Music Department –  KHS Office, 2285 Middle Road - regular school hours
 The Lost Canvas Art Gallery and Coffee Shop –  719 Main Street 
The costs of individual tickets are listed below:
   The Four Freshmen:  In advance - $18/At the door - $20
   Camerata Woodwind Quintet:  In advance - $8 /At the door - $10
   Maniacal 4:  In advance - $18 /At the door - $20
   Tribute to Neil Diamond:  In advance - $18 /At the door - $20

Continued from Page 7
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Denny Diamond & the Jewels - Courtesy Photo

Just the facts...

Registration begins At 6:15 pm
$120.00 per team - up to 8 players per team
Optional 3 Mulligan's for $10.00  
 (Stuck on an Answer – Use a Mulligan)
Trivia starts at 7:00 pm
Faith Family Church 
 (2323 Main Street Behind Burger King)
B.Y.O.B and snacks! 
 (Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks…)
To sign up a team call Gary DeGala at 319.795.7584 or
Joyce Glasscock at Main Street Keokuk, Inc, 319.524.5056,
or email:  downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
       Main Street Keokuk, Inc. is a nonprofit, 501 (c) (3) tax exempt 
 Downtown Revitalization Organization

 

Main Street Keokuk, Inc. Trivia Night
 Friday, November 13, 2015 

http://www.conncommunications.com
mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
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Members of KARE (the Keokuk 
Association for Rights and 

Equality), the Keokuk Human Rights 
Commission, and Odd Fellows Lodge 
13 invite you to join us on Thursday, 
October 8, for a community work-
shop.  The location will be the Odd 
Fellows Lodge, at 1720 Blondeau 
Street in Keokuk; the workshop will 
begin at 6 p.m.

We'll start with a screening of "White 
Like Me," an hour-long 2013 docu-
mentary featuring prominent activist 
and writer Tim Wise.  Based on Wise's 
earlier book, "White Like Me" exam-
ines contrasting experiences of white 
privilege and racism.  Wise has spoken 
at over 600 colleges across the U.S. and 
has helped train law-enforcement offi-
cers, corporate executives, government 
officials, and journalists to spot racial 
bias in their work.  

The workshop will continue with an 
open discussion focusing on diversity 
and race relations in our community 
and looking at ways to work toward a 
society of respect and tolerance, with 
equal rights and "justice for all." 
  
The workshop is free, but seating is limited.  
We recommend that you telephone to 
reserve a space:

• Dev Kiedaisch, 319-524-3935 or
• Fred Seay Jr., 319-524-2055

Light refreshments will be served.

We especially invite people working 
in law enforcement, education, social 
service, or health care, as well as busi-
ness owners and members of the faith 
community.

We can make a difference!
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Main Street Keokuk’s 23rd Annual Puttin’ on the Glitz – “Burlap & Bling” is a big 
city holiday shopping event with the warmth and friendliness of a hometown 

gathering.  Selected four times as the Best Retail Holiday Event in the state by Main Street 
Iowa, Glitz is an adult night out with music, holiday characters, prizes, surprises and, of 
course, great shopping.

A highlight of the evening is the drawing for a much coveted Grand Prize piece 
of jewelry.  Tickets will be sold in shops on December 4 and throughout the evening 
of Glitz.  Until they are gone, that is, as event planners expect the 500 tickets to sell 
out.  The lucky Grand Prize winner will select a prize from three pieces of jewelry 
specifically selected for Puttin’ on the Glitz.

Each year, MSKI selects a nonprofit organization as their Charity of Choice with the net 
profits from the sale of Grand Prize Tickets going to benefit a project of that organization.   

The 2015 MSKI Glitz Charity of Choice is Southeastern Community College’s 
“Building the Dream” capital campaign which includes construction of a new Industrial 
Technology building on the South Campus in Keokuk.  

Main Street Keokuk, Inc. is a nonprofit, 
downtown revitalization organization established 
in 1986 supported by financial gifts from local 
individuals and businesses.  In partnership with 
the City of Keokuk, MSKI continues to serve the 
community through its programs including:

Keokuk Can – Can 
Keokuk Cultural & Entertainment District
Keokuk Downtown Properties, LLC
The 4-Point Main Street Approach© 
 Design
 Economic Restructuring
 Organization 
 Promotion 

To learn more about or to become a supporter of 
Main Street Keokuk, Inc., contact Joyce Glasscock 
at 319.524.5056, email downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net, 
visit our Facebook Page and or Website at www.mainstreetkeokuk.com.

Puttin' on the Glitz — "Burlap & Bling" 

The theme for this year’s Festival of Trees is “Deck the Halls.” The 
event will be at the Lake Cooper Event Center. The ticket price 

to attend is $15. The price includes a light buffet style dinner and 
dessert. Beverages may be purchased at the Event Center bar.

Any business, organization or individual may donate items for 
the auction.  The Art Center welcomes Christmas trees, wreaths 
and other holiday decorations. Businesses often donate items or 
services from their business. Antiques are also welcome.

For more information on the Festival please call Art Center 
Director Tom Seabold at 319-524-8354.

Keokuk Art Center's Annual Festival of Trees
 Saturday, November 21, 2015

SCC Supports Our Economy
Through our career and professional training programs, our grads  

serve as the backbone of our region's workforce.  And, since most live right 
here in our communities, they work in practically every business sector, in 
companies large and small.

In addition, our mere presence also provides significant direct benefits 
to the region's economy.  SCC contributes millions of dollars a year, buying 
local goods and services and paying salaries of more than 200 staff.  Factor 
in spending by our students, and the college generates an economic 
impact of approximately $50 million to our region.

Bridget O'Brien, 
the 2014 Glitz Grand 
Prize winner, wearing 
her new necklace.

http://www.rollinontheriverkeokuk.com
mailto:rollinontheriver11@gmail.com
http://www.mainstreetkeokuk.com
mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
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F or fifteen years, Main Street Keokuk, Incorporated, has held its Summer Fun 
and Fund Raiser at some exotic location that is actually a small part of Keokuk 

transformed to that far-off location for this celebration.  This year's SF&FR, held July 
11th, added a new dimension to this annual feat of magic, traveling back in time to 
the Roaring Twenties with its theme "Gams, Glam and Giggle Water."  As usual, 
the menu was both authentic to the theme and delicious!  The entertainment was 
also excellent, with music provided by the inestimable Sally Weisenburg, with 
dancing and the great fun of seeing so many friends and 
neighbors dressed as if they were on their way to another 
of Gatsby's fabulous parties.  Indeed, just as Jay Gatsby 
threw all those fabulous parties to attract the beautiful Daisy 
Buchanan, this party had more than its share of beautiful 
Daisys and handsome Gatsbys, all dressed to a high standard 
of 1920's elegance.

And then there were the auctions, both voiced and 
silent, that offered a fabulous variety of treasures to bidding 
participants.  While many of these treasures were also faithful 
to the theme, others were simply wonderful objects—or the 
basis of yet more memories—all to be treasured.

Because of rain and the threat of more rain, at nearly the 
last minute, MSKI moved this event from its planned North 
Fifth Street location, near the Affiliates Offices, to the River 
City Mall.  It still looked 
great and everyone 
had a fabulous time, 
undiminished by the 
weather.  This event is 
always a highlight of the 
summer!

MSKI Summer Fun & Fund Raiser 
 – Another Huge Success
 by Dianne Stanley

     

Pictured from left to right, top to bottom: 
Kathy Klauser & Barb Smidt; Linda Mullen; 
Carol Mardis & Mary Dennis; Janet & Charlie 
Fife-LaFrenz; Jane Abell, Alka Khanolkar & 
Mary Ellen Pfeifer; Debbie Marion; and Janet 
Smith & Bob Woodburn.
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Great River Players would like to express appreciation to all those individuals 
who helped make An Evening with Irving such a resounding success. Thanks to 

generous contributions and terrific attendance, 
Great River Players and the Grand Theatre will be 
able to pursue some much needed endeavors.

Irving Thanks You! 

Photos by Chuck and Carole Betts

http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.keokuk.lib.ia.us
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The  Lake Cooper Foundation was founded in 2013 with the goal of linking people together 
through the concept of community involvement.  One of the primary objectives of the 

organization is to get younger citizens feeling positive about Keokuk; we want young people to 
have good memories of their hometown.  The LCF presents ExSCREAM NIGHTMAREZ, our 
annual haunted house, every Friday and Saturday night in October.  The smiles on the faces of 
all the people that go through our haunted house make all of the blood, sweat, and 
tears that go into the set up, worth it.  We were proud to have one of the entries in 
last year’s Labor Day Parade, celebrating one of Keokuk’s cornerstone events.  

Hugh L. Cooper, the main architect of the Keokuk Lock & Dam, was the principal 
inspiration for the name of the organization.  LCF is looking to embrace Keokuk’s rich history 
while always keeping an eye on the future.  

LCF has one of our biggest fundraisers in May, with our Cinco de Mayo event. Enjoy a 
Mexican buffet and live music!  The fundraiser is aimed at making improvements to our 
community center at 810 Main  Street, the old Henke Hardware building.  We saw a void in 
our community where people wanted to get things done in order to improve the standard 
of living for our fellow residents.  LCF is trying to fill that void; we want people to share 
their ideas and to know that their input is valuable.  Our annual River Run is one of the best 
ways we could find in order to utilize one of our most vital resources and sources of fun, 
the mighty Mississippi.  We want people to have options when they are looking for family-
friendly entertainment and activities.  The LCF Community Center will be one of those options.   
Optimism is something that will spread once citizens see the love and appreciation that has 
been put into that building. We feel that this kind of optimism and cheerful spirit is 
necessary to sustain any community.  

LCF wants to play a helpful role in the revitalization of Main Street and our downtown area.  
We see the important work that Main Street Keokuk and other groups have put in, and we 
want to assist.  We also hope to add a large number of events to our calendar, family friendly 
entertainment.   The group was founded by Robert Korschgen and Doug Matlick.  LCF holds 
our monthly meetings on the 3rd Sunday of the month, 3 p.m. at 810 Main.  

LCF: Lending a Helping & Connecting Hand
     by Tyler Mills

The old Henke Hardward building is taking on new life as a community center 
thanks to efforts by the Lake Cooper Foundation.

Photo by Barb Tuttle

Photo by Jason Parrott, Tri-States Public Radio

Photo by Jason Parrott, Tri-States Public Radio

Continued on Page 14
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Keokuk has given so much to many of us over the decades, we felt it was time to 
give something back to the people.  The saying about good deeds being the rent we pay 
for our time here on Earth is something that comes to mind.  The team at LCF plans on 
paying that rent for a very long time.

  Feedback is essential to the growth of the organization.  To learn more about LCF, 
check us out on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LakeCooperFoundation, or go to our 
website:  www.lakecooperfoundation.com. 

Donations can be made to:
 Lake Cooper Foundation
 728 Franklin Street
 Keokuk, Iowa 52632
Call 319-520-5209 to share your ideas or to take a tour of our building.  

Continued from Page 13

Members of the Lake Cooper Foundation include, first row from left to right: 
Tyler Mills, Thomas Bell, and Robert Korschgen;  second row:  Mary Jo Mills, 
Steve Bryant and Sherrie Bell; and third row:  Doug Matlick, Ed Ketterer and 
Roy Bell.

http://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
http://www.lakecooperfoundation.com
http://www.facebook.com/lakecooperfoundation


As the Keokuk Union Depot enters its 125th year, work has begun on the roof 
restoration project with the award of  a $56,600 Historical Resource Development 

Program (HRDP) grant by the State Historical Society of Iowa earmarked for restoring 
the chimney and the eaves, soffits, 
decorative brackets and gutters around 
the waiting room of the Keokuk Union 
Depot.  The HRDP project constitutes 
a portion of the larger $1 million roof 
restoration project for which the Keokuk 
Union Depot Foundation (KUDF) has 
received a Jeffris Family Foundation 
2-for-1 challenge grant of $333,000.

Restoric LLC, the Chicago-based 
historic preservation consulting firm, 
of which Keokuk native Neal Vogel is 
principal, is Project Manager for the 
current chimney, gutter and eave project.  
Deconstruction of the eaves around the 
waiting room area began in early August.  
The restoration of the chimney and the 
eaves, soffits, decorative brackets and 
copper gutters on the upriver end of the 
Depot is expected to be completed this 
fall.  The $113,200 cost of the chimney, 
eave and gutter project will be funded 
by the $56,600 HRDP grant, $52,600 from 
matching funds contributed to KUDF 
for the roof restoration project during 

the Depot 125 Capital Campaign, and earlier grants of $1,500 from the Tom E. Dailey 
Foundation and $2,500 from BNSF Foundation.

The Keokuk Union Depot, built in 1891, was originally graced with a soaring red clay 
tile roof of decorative ridge and hip tiles, dormers and hip pinnacles, and a tall corbelled 
chimney.  The nationally renowned architectural firm of Burnham & Root of Chicago 
designed the impressive roofline to rise above the limestone bluff and be viewed from 
afar whether traveling on roads, rails or river.  Substantially altered circa 1960, the entire 
roof must be replaced now, both to preserve the building and to restore it to its original 

design.  The chimney was 
partially deconstructed and 
lowered, probably at the 
same time the red clay tiles 
and upper hip roof were 
removed.   Historic photo 
documentation proves 
that the original stack was 
still standing in 1947 but 
was lowered by 1962.  The 
HRDP project will restore  
the chimney to its original 
height, increasing it by 
approximately 25 feet.  The 
search for appropriate 
brick has begun.  

The Keokuk Union Depot—Restoration Begins
 by Janet M. Smith, President, Keokuk Union Depot Foundation

15Continued on Page 16

Progress is being made on the restoration of the Keokuk Union Depot.
Photo by Richard C. Leonard, Vice-President, Keokuk Union Depot 
Foundation

http://www.sutliverealestate.com


Completing the chimney restoration at this 
time will prevent damage to the red clay tile 
that will be installed later.

Deconstruction of the eaves around the 
waiting room has provided useful information 
for the overall roof restoration project.  
Although the structural support for the roof 
and roof tiles appears more than adequate, 
the original support structure for the eaves 
themselves was not adequate to cope with 
the weight of the eaves under 125 years of 
snow loads at the ends of the brackets, which 
were merely shimmed into masonry pockets.  
This caused about 50% of the brackets to sag, 
particularly in the middle of the long, straight 
spans.  These areas will be reinforced to ensure 
the future longevity of the eaves and brackets. 
The original color of the soffits and brackets is 
under analysis to determine the appropriate 
restoration method and hue.

Through August 15, 2015,  the Keokuk 
Union Depot Foundation has received 
approximately $450,000 from over 200 donors 
toward the $667,000 match required to earn 
the Jeffris grant of $333,000.  Contributions to 
the roof restoration project may be made to the 
Keokuk Union Depot Foundation, P.O. Box 463, 
Keokuk, IA 52632.

For further information, visit the Depot’s 
web sites:  www.keokukuniondepot.org and 
www.depot125.org.

This project is supported in part by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, Historical Resource 
Development Program.
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The soffits were opened up in order to install new 
structural reinforcement for the roof's brackets and 
rafter tails.  Photos by Neal Vogel, Restoric LLC

mailto:sansolson@yahoo.com
http://www.riverhillsvillage.com
http://www.keokukuniondepot.org
http://www.depot125.org
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Blow That Horn!
 Railroad Whistle Signals Are a Language
 by Richard Leonard

You’ve just settled in “for a long winter’s nap” (with or without your cap or kerchief) 
and have almost dozed off when — Toooot—toooot—ta—toooot! Toooot—toooot—

ta—toooot! A blaring train horn pierces through the 
still night air, bringing you back to wakefulness and 
postponing the hour of sleep for an indefinite period.

To be fair, people living near the railroad tracks 
usually get used to the noise and manage to sleep 
peacefully through the night. But others might 
wonder why train whistles have to be so persistent 
and so noisy. Can’t the engineer keep it quiet, 
especially during the wee hours of the morning?

The answer, usually, is “No, he (or she) can’t.” 
Train horns are mandated by Federal law, especially 
when a train approaches a highway or street 
crossing. The whistle has to be sounded at a certain 
distance, or within a certain time, before the train 
reaches the crossing. And it has to be sounded at 
a certain decibel level, at all hours of day or night. 
The engineer can’t “tone it down,” or just skip 
blowing the horn whenever he thinks it’s not 
needed or would be annoying. If he failed to 
sound the whistle, he would be “called on the 
carpet” and there could be serious consequences 
for his railroad career.

Train whistles aren’t just blown at random. Every whistle pattern has a meaning. The 
one you hear most often, of course, is the sound for a highway crossing: two longs, a 
short, and a long. But there are others that railroad workers use and depend on. When a 
train is about to move forward, the engineer sounds two short blasts. When a backward 
move is needed, three short blasts give the warning. And a series of short blasts warns 
people or livestock off the track ahead of the train.

Now that many railroad movements are managed through radio communication, 
some of the older whistle indications are less common. Examples of these are sounding a 
long blast when approaching a station, four short blasts to request a signal indication, or 
a long blast followed by three short to tell a flagman to protect the rear of a train stopped 
on the main track.

By the way, a “train” isn’t just any locomotive with a string of cars. A switch engine 
shunting cars back and forth in a railroad yard isn’t a train, it’s just a yard movement 
— but the horn has to be sounded, just the same. A real train is a movement “over the 
road,” i.e., a movement controlled by the railroad’s dispatcher between specified points, 
and signified by marker lights on the locomotive and a special red light on the last car 
(usually called FRED for “flashing rear end device”).

Back to your “long winter’s nap.” Can something be done to reduce the number 
of train whistles that blast through the night? Yes, it’s possible to establish a “quiet 
zone” if certain complicated conditions are met in cooperation with highway and 
street authorities. Crossing signals, vehicular and pedestrian gates, roadway striping 
and medians, movement sensors, and other improvements may be required before the 
Federal Railway Administration will grant an application for a quiet zone. A city or town 
can’t just pass an ordinance banning train whistles, because when it comes to railroads 
Federal laws prevail.

So when you hear that distant whistle in the night, or that blast from the tracks down 
the block, remember this: the engineer isn’t just making noise for the fun of it. He’s 
talking railroad language, the way he’s supposed to do.

A Burlington Northern Santa Fe coal train makes its way along 
the river passing under the old Keokuk/Hamilton bridge.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fmigallery/albums
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Remembering the Keokuk Redskins
 by Shane Etter

For years Keokuk has been known for its affiliations with minor league baseball.  For the 
most part, football has been considered a high school sport, with a number of high school 

players going on to play football at a college or university at some distance from Keokuk.  
However, from the time I first began to research Keokuk sports nearly twenty years ago, I heard 
a few old-timers mention the time when Keokuk actually had its own semi-pro football team.  
I decided I needed to conduct a few interviews and maybe even a bit of research in old area 
periodicals while my primary sources were still readily available.

The team was called the Keokuk Redskins, today a highly controversial name for a team, but 
back in the early 1950s just a logical extension of a theme for a town named for a Native American 
chief, and whose a high school athletic teams were called the Chiefs.  Dick Kay was the organizer 
of the team, undoubtedly the same Dick Kay whose business, Kay’s Shoe Store, was the team’s 
primary backer. 

The Redskins had a twenty-six man roster.  All of the players were from the tri-state area:  
Keokuk. Fort Madison and Burlington in Iowa, as well as Hamilton and Nauvoo in Illinois.  
Games were played out at Joyce Park on Sunday afternoons. 

In 1952, Keokuk’s first season, the Redskins finished at .500, a four wins and four losses season.  
This is pretty impressive considering the teams they played.  In fact, Keokuk’s first game ever 
in the Hawkeye Pro League hardly seemed fair.  The Redskin’s opponent was the defending 
league champion, the Des Moines 
Professionals.  The final outcome 
was Des Moines twenty-one and 
Keokuk zero.  The Des Moines 
roster was comprised of players 
who had overwhelming advantages 
in size, experience and coaching.

Keokuk’s roster consisted 
mostly of high school graduates, 
and only a few of them with a 
little college football experience.  
Many of the Des. Moines players 
had Division I & II college playing 
time.  Their coaches also had 
experience at the coaching Division 
I college teams, as well as coaching 
Major League Baseball and in the 
National Football League.
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This photo of the Keokuk Redskins, taken from the November 1, 1952 edition of 
the Daily Gate City and Constitution-Democrat, has faded with time but many 
of the names on the team's roster still evoke clear memories.

  Continued on Page 17



Still, Keokuk’s teams managed to hold their own through 
the five years of their existence.  From 1952 through 1956, the 
Keokuk Redskins played against the Des Moines Pros, the 
Quad City Mohawks, the Saint Louis Mar-Meat team, the 
Peoria Rockets, the Fort Madison Prison Bulldogs, the Kansas 
City Rockets, the Waterloo Wildcats, the Newton Pros, the Saint 
Louis Raiders, the Granite City Steelers, the Chicago Roseland 
Mustangs, the Granite City Amvets and the Dayton (Ohio) 
Triangle Athletic Club.  Notice that all of these teams were in 
towns much bigger than Keokuk.

In researching the Keokuk Redskins, I had the privilege of 
sitting down and talking with Jerry Cramer, Hap McMahan 
and Jim Kinkeade.  All three of them remembered being paid 
little or nothing for their participation on this semi-pro team, 
that they played without any insurance coverage whatsoever, 
and that the amount of practice time they got was woefully 
inadequate.  One of them thought they might have been paid 
as much as twenty dollars per game while another recollected 
receiving just two free meals.  All were quite certain about 
the lack of insurance coverage, though one remembered 
Dick Kay trying to come up with enough revenue to pay for 
basic insurance coverage but simply couldn’t do so.  They all 
remembered being lucky to get in one practice a week, and 
even then some of team members would miss practice because 
they had to work.

All three of them remembered fondly the times that the 
Redskins would go up to Fort Madison to play the Iowa State 
Prison Bulldogs.  It was always a good game and the prisoners 
were always on their best behavior.  Jerry Cramer said, “I can 
still remember how many of the other prisoners who were 
spectators cheered for us, the Keokuk Redskins, to win.”

It is true that semi-pro football in Keokuk is not 
distinguished by the length of time it was played here, nor can it be said that the Keokuk 
Redskins amassed a strong won-lost record.  However, this is nonetheless an important 
chapter in the history of Keokuk sports, one that is a significant part of why Keokuk 
has been a great town for sports.  I consider myself truly fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to listen to several old-timers reminisce about the Redskins playing out at 
Joyce Park.

19

Continued from Page 18

Top photo, Ernie Derr and Don 
White; directly above, Lem 
Blankenship and Ramo Stott; below 
left, Dick Hutcherson; and to the 
right, his brother Ron.

http://www.cramerrealestate.com


 

Orders by phone or email are welcome
Contact the Main Street Keokuk, Inc. office 

319-524-5055 or downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net

  

Keokuk Heritage 
Wooden Puzzles...
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Water Power Series #2, # 3 and #4, and the Chief Keokuk & Son Puzzle 

          Commissioned 
               by the Keokuk 
          Cultural and 
            Entertainment 
        District

Special
Edition 
Puzzles

$125

Passed Times and 
   Pastimes Editions

                      $75

Keokuk Street Fair, 
  Keokuk Main Street,
    and Keokuk Union Depot

mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
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 by Mary Lee Maxwell

October, rare October!  Wild Asters and goldenrod!
Thy beauty and fruitfulness, gifts of a loving God!
Purple grapes in clusters—red apples burdening trees
Golden leaves come drifting with each soft fluttering breeze

The flaming hills above me a priceless tapestry
Woven by Invisible hands with infinite artistry—
If there is doubt within your soul of a heaven beyond compare
Walk the River Road in October and glimpse a bit of it there!
      —October 1961

(Mary Lee Maxwell was a Keokuk poet whose poetry was largely 
written in the 1950s and 1960s.  This is the third time a poem of 
hers has appeared in the Confluence.)

"Up Close and Personal," photo by Erin Anderson

Autumn is a second spring
      when every leaf is a flower.  

                  — Albert Camus
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Rivertown Teachers
 by Rex Muston

We come with smiles before the bell’s first chime
To make our rooms a place of nurturing,
And when the bell reminds us that it’s time
We help the baby birds to take to wing.

We cheer the kids when they take first or last,
And listen to the joys and to the rants
and buy the things they sell and sign the casts,
and tell droopy ones to pull up their pants.

And there are “cores” that tell us what we do
And angry folks who tell us what we don’t
Technology that shows us what is new
And younger wills, that tell us what they won’t.

And in the end with all the things we face
We learn to love this school, this home, this place.

Creed
 by Rex Muston

If your heart is in the right place
centered as a father and a man
you don’t forget a towhead like Jordan,
I don’t forget a towhead like Jordan.

My son and other children
have put ten years behind their pain,
and his passing on a Tuesday morning long ago
is obscured in the wake of their growing,
motoring on life’s course.

I see his smile in hearing the lyrics
of a group we both loved when he was still living,
heavy guitar riffs and strong willed lead vocals
stung by time, long since dropped off the charts

marked with the same speed of forgetfulness
as his ascension to heaven.

http://www.hy-vee.com
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Christmas in Keokuk – 1960
 by Joy  Wellington Tillis

It was Sixth and Main Street,
the center of the universe,
the pinnacle of the year
in technicolor
and surroundsound
with the Salvation Army bell ringer,
meter maids, fedoras and warm gloves,
tunes playing in stores
and Santa music blasting from an
outdoor speaker.

Angle-parkers lined up for the
Golden Rule and Woolworth’s,
Scott & O’Reilly, Johnson Schmidt
and Baur Mullarky, Rollins,
Wards, Andes Candies, Baker’s,
Wright’s, McLaughlin’s and
-for that special someone-
Stadler’s Cigar Store, where the 
tiny red uniformed policeman 
spinned his arms on the lampost in front.

World’s tallest tree –  look up and up…
strung with big colored lights.  
Santa in his little house amidst it all,
the smells and sounds of all things holiday,
the sky showing every sign of snow,
worries put aside for the time being.
Only gift wrapping hopes and dreams for 
days like this, years later.
All things evergreen, in
the center of the universe.

Million Dollar Movie
 by Tom Gardner

Running around the house
 playing some noisy game
  till finally mom said,
“Look, if you're well enough to play,
 you're well enough
  to be in school.”
School!
 We settled down
  to TV mainly:
Daytime game shows
 or never-ending soap operas.
  But if we were lucky,
Some old thirties movie.
 The daring spy and a beautiful woman
  on some railway carriage
Lumbering through dawn and mist
 to Istanbul
  through all my dreams...
The Orient Express.



24

All Hallow's Eve
 by Tom Gardner

 

The old man walked at a steady, slow pace up to the park, 
accompanied by his grandson Toby.  It was the day before 

Halloween, so the boy regularly raced on ahead to check out one or 
another of the Halloween yard displays that people had set up near 
their front doors.  The pumpkins he lightly thumped, the black cats he 
petted, and the witches he kept back from.  The skeletons he studied 
more carefully but still at a safe distance.  Then, rather than running 
back to his grandfather, the boy would run on to the next street corner, 
where he'd sit down cross-legged all in one fell swoop with a fluid 
grace the old man still found amazing.

For the old man, this was the season of frequent visits to his 
daughter and son-in-law and grandson at their home in a small 
Southeastern Iowa city overlooking the Mississippi River.  First, there 
was the Halloween visit, because, of course, he had to see whatever 
costume his grandson would be wearing to go trick-or-treating.  Toby 
was nearly five, an age when he still preferred to go as a friendly 
animal and wanted to carry one of his stuffies as well as a sack for 
treats.  In time, the old man figured, Toby'd start going as a superhero, 
and then, perhaps as something scary.     

Two weeks after Halloween there'd be Toby's birthday and 
then, after another two weeks, Thanksgiving.  This would be 
followed by the long month building up to Christmas and New 
Year's—all holidays that Toby was happy to discuss with regards 
to their special features, and for the one feature they all had in 
common:  a visit from his out-of-town grandma and grandpa, who 
lived in a much bigger city a couple of hours farther north.  And 
one special thing he had done with his grandpa every time the old 
man came for a visit was walk up—or, not so long ago, be carried 
up—to the park that was perched on the bluff high above the 
Mississippi River.  It was a great park, with lots of room to run and 
play and a well-equipped playground area and a flower garden 
and a pond with turtles and a statue of the Indian who had given 
the town his name.

When his grandfather caught up to him, Toby would jump 
back onto his feet and they'd cross the street together holding 
hands for safety.  Usually, they stayed closer together for this walk, 
Toby poking at one thing or another with a stick he picked up as 
they talked about what they were seeing or perhaps something 
Toby was trying to figure out, like the relationship between 
the number on a race car and how fast it would go or whether, 
when considering trains, steamies were better than diesels.  This 
time, Toby didn't have much to say, which was all right with his 
grandfather, who found this perfect fall afternoon too beautiful for 
words anyway.

At the park, the two of them had a regular routine to follow.  
There were swings to be swung on, slides to slide down on, and 
a teeter-totter that left the old man panting unless another child, 
roughly the same weight as Toby, was ready to sit on the other 
side from him.  Otherwise, the old man stood at the other end, 
pushing down and then slowly letting up on the empty seat.  

  Continued on Page 25
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This time it was different.  Toby grabbed his grandfather's hand and tugged him over 
toward a tree, saying “C'mon, Grandpa.  I'll show you something.”

No vegetation grew under the tree where Toby led his grandfather.  He pointed to 
where there was a slight disturbance of the soil.  “A bird is buried there.  It is dead.  
That lump is where its head is.  By now it is a skeleton.”

He had been leaning forward while standing well back from the barely noticeable 
mound of dirt, his hands on his knees.  Now he stood up straight and looked directly at 
his grandfather.  “One day I will be dead, and then I will become a skeleton.”

His look conveyed the sense that he had recently been told something terrible yet 
undeniably true, and now he needed to hear what his grandpa had to say.  While not 
“half in love with easeful death” as John Keats had claimed to be, the old man could 
contemplate his on death with a measure of objectivity and even make all the usual 
plans for that eventuality.  But the death of his grandson?  That was truly unthinkable.

Still, the boy was looking to him for a response, so he said, “Toby, you have so much 
of your life ahead of you!  Soon you will be a big boy and going to school—and then 
after that, to middle school and to high school.  You will be a young man then, and 
more likely than not, you will go off to college after high school, the way your mommy 
and daddy did.  And you will still be a young man then.  So maybe about that time, 
just like your mommy and daddy, you will meet someone special, someone you want 
to share your life with, and you will fall in love and get married.  Maybe you will 
then have a boy—or a girl—to love and to raise, just as your mommy and daddy had 
you.  And as your boy or girl grow up, you'll get older.  In time your boy or girl will be 
grown up, too, and you still won't be as old as your grandpa is today.”

It was almost a speech, but the boy followed every word carefully, and then thought 
for a moment more before speaking.  He asked, “Grandpa, will you die?”  The word 
“soon” hung unspoken in the silence that followed this question.  What a clever boy, 
the old man thought.  This is where he wanted to go from the beginning.   

“I will keep living, Toby,” the old man said, “all the time it takes for you to grow 
up.”  The boy smiled broadly when he heard these words and said, “Okay, Grandpa.  
Let's go swing on the swings!”

As they ambled off to the playground area, the old man thought about their difficult 
conversation.  He knew that his last words had had the weight and effect of a promise, 
but it was a promise he didn't know whether or not he'd be able to keep.

Continued from Page 24
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The Answer:
The photograph on page 4 was taken in west Keokuk, looking 

up Soap Creek, which is sometimes referred to as "Bloody 
Run," dating back to a time in the nineteenth century when a 
slaughterhouse operated next to it, dumping what it couldn't use 
directly into the creek.  



Keokuk Cultural & 
  Entertainment 
    District 

Dining in the District
• Casa Mexico - 300 Main St.
• The Cellar - 29 S. 2nd St.
• First Wok - 300 Main St.
• 4th St. Cafe - 22 S. 4th St.
• Harrington’s Restaurant -
 18 S. 5th St.
• Los Tapatios - 706 Main St.
• Lost Canvas Coffee Bar
 719 Main St.
• Luckys - 528 Blondeau
• Rascals - 820 Main St.
• Meyers Courtyard - 
 629 Blondeau St.

Cultural Assets in the District
  1 • Estes Park
  2 • Gateway Park 
  3 • Grand Theatre
  4 • Katie John House
  5 • Keokuk Art Center
  6 • Keokuk Public Library
  7 • Lee Co. Historical 
 Society Museum
  8 • The Lost Canvas Gallery
  9 • Plaza Cinemas
10 • Mississippi Water Power Museum
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  Dining outside the District
• Angelini’s - 1006 Main St.
• Beef, Bread & Brew -
 2601 Main St.
• China Buffet - 1501 Main St.
• Chintz’s - 1310 Main St.
• Dr. Getwell’s - 11th & Main
• Fort Worth Cafe - 
 526 S. 5th St.
• HyVee Kitchen - 3111 Main
• Lake Cooper Event Center- 
 3318 Middle Road
• Great Wall Star -
 1729 Main St.
• Hawkeye Restaurant -
 105 N. Park Drive
• Java River - 1000 Main St.
• Meyers Courtyard -
 629 Blondeau St.
• Ogo’s Restaurant -
 3753 Main St.

  Riverfront Legend 
A • Municipal Boat Ramp
B • Hubinger Landing
C • Southside Boat Club
D • Riverview Park
E • Keokuk Union Depot
F • Geo. M. Verity Riverboat Museum
G • Victory Park / Gen. Curtis statue
H • Observation Deck (100 yr old bridge)
I • Lock and Dam 19
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October
   1-31 • Paintings by Deb Baugher (Pulaski, IA), Keokuk Art Center, Round Room,
   Keokuk Public Library  
        1  • Thursday Pre-School Story Hour, Oct. 1, 8, 22 & 29, 1:30 - 2:30 pm, Round Room,  
   Keokuk Public Library
          • Thursday Night Farmer's Market, 4 - 6 pm, HyVee Parking Lot   
  • Open Mic Night, 6:30 - 8 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
        2  • Friday Needlework Group, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, 
   1 - 4 pm, Lower Level, Library 
          • Teen Zombie Party, 6 - 9:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
        3  • Farmer's Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
      • KPL Lego Club, ages 5 - 15, 10 - 11 am and 1 - 2 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library. Please call 524-1483 
   between 9/21 and 10/2 to register
        5  • Craft'ernoons, Oct. 5, 12, 19 & 26, 3:30 - 5 pm, 
   Children's Area, Keokuk Public Library
        7  • Wednesday Pre-School Story Hour, Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28, 
   10 - 11 am, Round Room,  Keokuk Public Library 
          • Wednesday Afternoon Movie, 2:30 - 4 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library 
         • First Wednesday Jazz with the Bullis-Rutter 
   Big Band, 8 - 10 pm, Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park St.
        8  • Thursday Night Farmer's Market, 4 - 6 pm, HyVee Parking Lot    
  • Free Movie Night featuring a new release selected by 
   Movie Night viewers, 6 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library, free popcorn, sponsored by the KPL Foundation
  • Keokuk Association for Rights & Equality Community Workshop, 
   6:30 pm, Odd Fellows Lodge, 1720 Blondeau
        9  • Zombie Walk, sponsored by Southeastern Community College, 5 pm, Estes Park
   9/10  • Exscream Nightmarez Annual Haunted House, 6 - 10 pm, 
   sponsored by the Lake Cooper Foundation, 810 Main 
      10  • Farmer's Market, 7 - 11 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
      12  • Cake Decorating: Royal Icing Flowers, a CBIZ course, 
   Mondays Oct. 12, 19, 26 & Nov. 2, 6 - 8 pm,  
   SCC Keokuk Campus. To register call 319-208-5375
      15  • Thursday Night Farmer's Market, 4 - 6 pm,
    HyVee Parking Lot
  • Lee County Historical Society Annual Meeting
   and Dinner: Program by Damon Cackley on the
   history of Keokuk's fire department, 
   doors open at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6 pm, 
   program at 7 pm, Meyer's Courtyard, 629 Blondeau
      16  • BPW Pancake Day, 6 am - 2 pm & 4 -7 pm, 
   Faith Family Church   
 16/17  • Exscream Nightmarez Annual Haunted House, 6 - 10 pm, 
   sponsored by the Lake Cooper Foundation, 810 Main  
      17  • Fright Night, sponsored by the Keokuk Parks and Recreation Board, 
   4 - 7 pm, Rand Park
  • Salvation Army Chicago Staff Band Concert, 7 - 9 pm, Grand Theatre
      19  • Justice Miller and His Home: a Brief Tour, sponsored by the Lee Co. 
   Historical Society, 8 pm, on C-SpanCa
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      20  • KPL Halloween Party, ages 2 - 11, 6 - 7:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
       • Tri-State Modern Quilt Guild meeting, 7 - 9 pm, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library – Shirt Quilts by Sharon Anderson
      21 • Wednesday Afternoon Movie, 2:30 - 4 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
      23  • GRP Radio Theater Presents, 7 pm, Keokuk Union Depot
      • Late Night Picture Show - A Classic Movie Special Presentation 
   (content inappropriate for children), 8 - 10 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library, call 524-1483 for more information
 23/24  • Exscream Nightmarez Annual Haunted House, 6 - 10 pm, 
   sponsored by the Lake Cooper Foundation, 810 Main
      24  • Relay for Life Octoberfest, the Elks Club, 2200 Lincoln Ave.
       • The Four Freshmen, sponsored by the Keokuk Concert 
   Association, 7 - 9 pm, Grand Theatre
  • GRP Radio Theater Presents, 7 pm, Keokuk Union Depot
      28  • Lee County Conservation Presentation, 2:30 - 4 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
      30  • Be My Ghost, KHS fall play, 7:30 pm, Grand Theatre
 30/31  • Exscream Nightmarez Annual Haunted House, 6 - 10 pm, 
   sponsored by the Lake Cooper Foundation, 810 Main 
      31  • KPlay Pancake Breakfast, 8 am - 2 pm, the Odd Fellows, 1720 Blondeau
  • Be My Ghost, KHS fall play, 2 pm, Grand Theatre    
   
 November
   1-31  • Paintings and Pottery by Becky Butler (Mendon, IL), Keokuk Art Center, Round Room, Keokuk Library
   1-14  • Landscapes and Abstracts by Don Hetzel, Lost Canvas Art Gallery, 719 Main 
        2  • Craft'ernoons, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, 3:30 - 5 pm, Children's Area, Keokuk Public Library
        4  • Wednesday Pre-School Story Hour, Nov. 4 & 18, 10 - 11 am, Round Room,  Keokuk Public Library 
          • Wednesday Afternoon Movie, 2:30 - 4 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library 
         • First Wednesday Jazz with the Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 
   8 - 10 pm, Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park St.
        5  • Thursday Pre-School Story Hour, Nov. 5, 12 & 19, 
   1:30 - 2:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Public Library
  • Open Mic Night, 6:30 - 8 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
        6  • Don Hetzel Exhibit Reception with music by Craig Bullis,
   7 - 9 pm, Lost Canvas Art Gallery,  719 Main
           • Friday Needlework Group, Nov. 6, 13, 20 & 27,  1 - 4 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library 
        7  • Fall Knitting Retreat, a CBIZ course, 9 am - 5 pm, 
   Wilson Lake Park. To register call 319-208-5375
        8  • Lock and Dam Presentation by Ed Kiedaisch, Lee Co. Historical Society, 2 pm, Miller House
      11  • Veteran's Day Memorial Service, 11 am, Keokuk National Cemetery
  • Enameling Workshop, a CBIZ course, Wednesdays Nov. 11 & 18, 5:45 - 8:45 pm,  
   SCC Keokuk Campus. To register call 319-208-5375
      12  • Free Movie Night featuring a new release selected by Movie Night viewers, 6 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library, free popcorn, sponsored by the KPL Foundation
 13-15  • Holiday Open House, Keokuk Main Street Merchants
      13   • Arsenic and Old Lace, Great River Players, 7:30 pm, The Grand
  • Main Street Keokuk, Inc.'s Trivia Night, 6:15 pm registration, 7 pm games begin, Faith Family Church
      14   • Arsenic and Old Lace, Great River Players, 7:30 pm, The Grand
  • Hipbone Sam, 8 pm, Keokuk Yacht Club 28
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View from Rand Park, by Don Hetzel



      15   • Arsenic and Old Lace, Great River Players, 2:00 pm, The Grand
      16  • Cookie Bouquet Centerpiece, a CBIZ course, Mondays Nov. 16 & 23, 6 - 8 pm,  
   SCC Keokuk Campus. To register call 319-208-5375
      18  • Wednesday Afternoon Movie, 2:30 - 4 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
      21  • KPL Lego Club, ages 5 - 15, 10 - 11 am and 1 - 2 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library. Please call 524-1483 
   between 11/9 and 11/20 to register
  • Festival of Trees, Keokuk Art Center Fundraiser, 7:30 pm, 
   Lake Cooper Event Center
      22  • All Saint's Bazaar, 10:30 am - 2 pm, St. Vincent's Elementary School
      26  • City of Christmas Display of Lights, opens and runs through Dec. 26, Rand Park
      28  • Small Business Saturday, Keokuk Main Street Merchants
 
December
   1-31  • Paintings and Pastels by Gin Lammert (Pulaski, IA), Keokuk Art Center, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library
   1-26  • City of Christmas Display of Lights, Rand Park
        2 • First Wednesday Jazz with the Bullis-Rutter 
   Big Band, 8 - 10 pm, Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park St.
        3  • Thursday Pre-School Story Hour, Dec. 3, 10 & 17, 1:30 - 2:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Public Library
        4  • Friday Needlework Group, Dec. 4, 11 & 18, 1 - 4 pm, Lower Level, Library 
  • Puttin' on the Glitz - Burlap & Bling, sponsored by Main Street Keokuk, Inc. 4 - 9 pm, Main
        5  • Swithback Christmas Concert, sponsored by KCED, 
   7:30 pm, Keokuk Union Depot
        6  • Community Chorus Concert, under the 
   direction of Dan Proctor, time and location TBA
        7  • Craft'ernoons, Dec. 7, 14, 21 & 28, 3:30 - 5 pm, 
   Children's Area, Keokuk Library
        8  • Santa Comes to KPL, 6 - 7:30 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
        9  • Wednesday Pre-School Story Hour, Dec. 9 & 16, 10 - 11 am, 
   Round Room,  Keokuk Public Library      
      10  • Free Movie Night featuring a new release selected by Movie Night viewers, 6 pm,
   Round Room, Keokuk Library, free popcorn, sponsored by the KPL Foundation
      12  • Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony, 11 am, Keokuk Cemetery
  • Raeann Dance Studio Christmas Benefit, 1 pm & 6 pm, Grand Theatre
      13  • Camerata Woodwind Quintet, Keokuk Concert Association, 2 pm, Grand Theatre
      15  • KHS Winter Concert,  7:30 pm, Grand Theatre
      16  • Wednesday Afternoon Movie, 2:30 - 4 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
      17  • GW 5th Grade Christmas Program, KHS fall play, 7 pm, Grand Theatre
      19  • KPL Lego Club, ages 5 - 15, 10 - 11 am and 1 - 2 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library. 
   Please call 524-1483 between 12/7 and 12/18 to register
  • Drive Dance Christmas Recital, 8 am, Grand Theatre
  • Lee County Historical Society's Children's Christmas Program, 1 - 5 pm, Miller House
  • Singin' for my Supper Soup Cook-Off, KHS Show Choir Fundraiser, time TBA, 
   Keokuk High School Fieldhouse
      20  • Crossview Fellowship Christmas, 10 am, Grand Theatre

29

Switchback -courtesy photo

In order to add an event to this calendar, contact Carole Betts at bettsongrand@gmail.com 
To advertise in the Confluence, please contact Alka Khanolkar at alka_61@hotmail.com.
All ads should be approximately 3 x 5 inches in size and may be either vertical or horizontal. 
The cost is $40 per ad.

2014 Festival of Trees
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