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Architect: "One of the best doggone high schools 
 in the country."
 A story about Keokuk's high school by Elaine and Mike Foley

In 1942, as the soldiers, sailors and airmen left for Europe and the Pacific 
Theaters of World War II, America’s baby population increased dramatically.

In Keokuk, Iowa, far-
sighted educators realized 
that in five years the town’s 
school buildings would be 
inadequate to accommodate 
these kindergarten war babies, 
and certainly not those babies 
born when the men returned. 
During the war, a citizens’ 
committee worked with the 
school board on a long-
range plan to provide quality 
education for the anticipated 
large increases in school 
enrollments. As a result, in 
August of 1945 the school 
board authorized negotiations 
for the purchase of land at 
20th and Plank Road. An 
agreement was reached in 
January 1946 for that purchase 
at a cost “of only $4,500.” 

World War II had ended in 
1945 and Keokuk’s veterans 
were returning home.

In an October 1949 
speech to the local Junior Chamber of Commerce, high school principal Franklin 
Stone (later to become district superintendent) warned, “The vital problem of 
the last three years as to what can be done about the 63 percent increase of boys 
and girls starting kindergarten has become quite acute. In fact the birth rate (in 
Keokuk) has doubled and will become the big problem four and five years from 
now.”  He said that school experts visiting Keokuk believed that the situation 
here was much easier relieved than in many other towns because one building 
would answer the problems. “A new senior high will relieve the crowded condition 
when (the baby boom) reaches there,” Stone said as he urged the Jaycees to 
support the $1,250,000 bond issue vote on December 12 to build a new high 
school. Interestingly, the architects, Perkins and Will of Chicago, recommended 
determining building space needs plus availability of money before designing the 
high school structure. Thus the voters were being 
asked to vote on a blank sheet of blueprint paper. 

Keokuk Senior High School's window wall as it 
appeared in 1954.
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But Keokuk’s voters trusted their citizens’ committee and school board, and the 
December 13th Gate City and Constitution-Democrat reported the bond issue’s 
passage (2951 to 1412) to build a new high school. Now the architects could begin 
designing.

Architectural 
Forum, in 
reviewing the 
Perkins and Will 
futuristic design, 
observed, “Keokuk, 
a small industrial 
center tucked 
into the angle of 
the Mississippi and Des 
Moines Rivers, is obviously 
a town with an unusual 
tradition of civic pride.…
(which) stood the town 
and school board in good 
stead back in 1950 when 
bids were opened for the 
proposed new high school.”

Keokuk, with a vision of 
the future, had hired a young architectural firm with big ideas -- ideas like skylights, 
multi-floored window walls, flat roofs, imaginative use of highly irregular site, 
bi-laterally lighted north-facing classrooms with borrowed sunlight in corridors, 
a big fieldhouse for year-round sports and a well conceived expansion plan. In 
1953 Keokuk Senior High was the Chicago firm’s first million dollar building, the 
bids coming in at the breathtaking price tag of $1.5 million (equal to $13.5 million 
when adjusted for inflation).   

So unique, so innovative were the Perkins and Will architectural concepts 
that national professional magazines wrote about the Keokuk school project. 
Progressive Architecture had feature articles in June 1951 and October 1954 
praising architect Phil Will’s fresh design elements.

In October 1954 Architectural Forum announced a coveted AIA Honor 
Award to Perkins and Will for their design of Keokuk’s high school. Referring to 
the design, the magazine observed, “Here is an academic building in which the 
architects have used every means to say, ‘Learning is a live and vital thing.’” 

      1951 - six alternate site concepts

1951 - model of high school showing some details not built.

Continued on Page 3
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In a related interview, Phil Will remembered, “[In working with the school board] there 
were the usual reactions of shock, disappointment and frustration, the usual temptations 
to settle for a ‘safe’ minimal substitute. But doggedly the board 
determined absolute not to compromise on quality of concept or 
quality of construction, instead worked with the architects on the 
hard, uphill job of rethinking the necessities, postponing some of the 
desirables. Their instructions: ‘We still want the best doggone high 
school in Iowa.’ 
     “What they got is one of the best doggone high schools in the country.”

Will continued, “They never let frustration jell into timidity, and 
I’ll never cease to honor them for it.”

The district’s Board of Directors in the December 12, 1954, 
Dedication program were Roy L. Krueger, president; W.C. Calvert, 
vice president; E.L. Chambers; C.H. Jingst;  W.A. Logan; G.R. 
Stanton; W.C. Wright, superintendent; F.D. Stone, high school 
principal. Unfortunately, we don’t know the names of those citizens 
who worked on the bond issue and with the architects, but surely they 
are honored within the cornerstone. 

On the first page of the 1954 Comment (KHS yearbook) a 
picture of the new high school and the following caption appear:

 “This amazing transformation took place within the short period of 
seventeen months. In December of 1949, the voters of Keokuk approved 
a one and one-fourth million dollar bond issue, and in 1951, bids were 
taken. In March, 1952, the work, which had been held back because of a 
material shortage, was finally begun. One year later the cornerstone was 
laid. Through the fast and furious efforts of the construction company 
crews, the academic part of the school was completed in time for the 
opening of the school in September, 1953. The field house was not 
completed, as had been expected, on January 1, 1954.

“The Class of 1954 was very fortunate that the school was 
completed in time for them to spend one short year here.”

March 2012 marks the 60th year since construction began, and 
Keokuk continues pointing with pride to its architecturally impressive high school designed 
by the renowned firm of Perkins and Will.  In the 21st century they are an international firm, 
designing fabulous structures and futuristic architecture all over the world. And to think: 
their reputation began in Keokuk, Iowa.

To see the architectural magazines, news articles and dozens of photos, visit
 http://www.foleydesignjournal.com/H-KHS1.html

March 1952 - start of construction.  

Continued from Page 2
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Judging of the Keokuk Community Fine Arts Council's sixth 
annual high school art competition took place on Saturday, 

March 3rd.  The works of art entered in this year's competition were 
created by students from nine area high schools.  The submitted pieces 
were then kept on display at the Keokuk Public Library until March 
25th at which time a reception was held and prizes were awarded 
to the winners.  Prizes for each of the six categories came with cash 
awards, with first place receiving $75.00, second place winners 
receiving $50.00, and third place winners receiving $25.00. Prize 
money was donated by Dr. Joseph Rapagnani and Jim Layfield, board 
members of the Fine Arts Council. The judging for this event was 
done by Suzanne Messer, Art Instructor at Southeastern Community 
College.  The winners are as follows:

Painting
 1st: "Graiclyn," Carly Roberts, Illini West H.S.
 2nd: "Coral Reef," Alanta Schwab, Hamilton H.S.
 3rd: "Untitled," Dylan Menke, Holy Trinity H.S.
Drawing
 1st: "The Coast," Megan Spears, Ft. Madison H.S.
 2nd: "High Class-Low Brow," Page Stamper, Keokuk H.S. 
 3rd: "Nocturne," Colter Hentzel, Ft. Madison H.S.
Pastels
 1st: "So Bright, So Vivid," Nettie Wildrick, Central Lee H.S.
 2nd: "Green Thumb," Michaela Wheatley, Central Lee H.S.
 3rd: "Simply at Rest," Haley Kirchner, Central Lee H.S.
Water Color
 1st: "Grandpa's Barn," Lisa Krieger-Coen, Winfield-Mt. Union H.S. 

 2nd: "Yellow House," Chelsea Page, Central Lee H.S.
 3rd: "Marilyn," Meg Proffitt, Winfield-Mt. Union H.S.
Mixed Media
 1st: "Silhouette," J.T. Adams, Illini West H.S.
 2nd: "Light House," Taylor Jobe, Hamilton H.S.
 3rd: "The Green Dragon," James Stice, Hamilton H.S.
Three Dimensional Works
 1st: "Sun and Moon," Caitlyn Nason, Hamilton H.S.
 2nd: "Organic Form," Larissa Eastman, Central Lee H.S.
 3rd: "Just Keep Swimming," Sara Miner, Central Lee H.S.
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6th Annual High School Art Competition Results

Pictured are three of this year's 
top winners of the Fine Arts 
Council's Annual High School 
Art Competition:  top, "Graiclyn" 
by Carly Roberts; middle, "So 
Bright, So Vivid" by Nettie 
Wildrick; and bottom, "Sun and 
Moon" by Caitlyn Nason.

http://www.ksbinsurance.com
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Carol Montag
Songwriter & Folksinger

In Concert, April 20 at 7:00 pm

Lobby – Riverview Inn & Suites, 4th & Main, Keokuk

“Carol sings from the heart about places in all of  our hearts”

“A true artist that has been noted for appealing to audiences of  all ages with a relaxed 
stage presence that puts everyone at ease.”

Carol Montag:  “For me, performing is a privilege and a time when I can 
connect with people that I may never get to know on a personal level.”

Carol is a member of  the Iowa Arts Council’s Performing Artists Roster and 
is presenting a 45 minute concert in each of  Keokuk’s four elementary 

schools on Thursday & Friday, April 19 & 20

FREE CONCERT
DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

SPONSORED BY THE KEOKUK ART CENTER &
THE KEOKUK CULTURAL & ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT
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"Carol sings from the heart about places in all of our hearts."

"A true artist that has been noted for appealing to audiences of all ages with a relaxed
stage presence that puts everyone at ease."

.



The Keokuk/Hamilton Dam and Power House will 
soon be celebrating 100 years.  In commemoration 

of this milestone, River and Power Days will be held June 30th and July 1st from 10 am to 
4 pm.  There will be exhibits along the walk way to the powerhouse with large photos 
showing the building of the dam and powerhouse.  Actual tools used to build these 
magnificent structures will be on display.  You will be allowed to go inside and view 
the powerhouse from the platform.  This is the first time during this century that this 
opportunity has been available, so be sure to mark your calendars! 
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Historical Happenings

In conjunction with the Reenactment, three presentations are 
scheduled for the Public Library's Round Room—each free to the 

public.  Iowans who fought against the Union, sponsored by the Lee 
County Iowa Historical Society and Humanities, can be heard Monday, 
April 23rd, at 6:30 pm.  David Connon, from Earlham, Iowa, will focus 
on five Iowa residents who served the Confederacy and explore why 
their stories have been largely unknown for the past 150 years.  J.C. 
Parrott: his life and times during and after the Civil War, also 
brought to you by the Lee County Historical Society, will be presented 
Thursday, April 26th, at 6:30 pm. Brevet Brigadier General James C. 
Parrot was with the Iowa 7th Volunteers.  Ernie Pauson, the husband 
of J.C. Parrot's ggg granddaughter, Joy, will tell of the life of this brave 
and honorable man from the time of his service with the 1st Dragoons until his attendance 
of the Grand Review in Washington, D.C.  Family treasures will be on display as well.  Lastly, 
Friday, April 27th, will bring 2nd Infantry: foot soldier August Lange, to the Round Room 
at 3:00 pm.  August Lange served in the 2nd Iowa Infantry during the American Civil War 
and was part of the Army of the West that marched with Sherman on the March to the Sea, 
from Atlanta to Savannah.  His story will be told by Jim and Joyce Hinderks from Minnetonka, 
Minnesota, and sponsored by the Keokuk Public Library.  

The Samuel F. Miller House and Museum, located 
at 318 North 5th Street in Keokuk, will be 

open to the public April 27, 1-5 pm; April 28, 10-5 
pm; and April 29, 1-4 pm, as part of this year's Civil 
War Reenactment.  Regular summer hours, Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 1-4 pm,  will begin Memorial 
Day weekend and run through Labor Day.  Samuel 
Freeman Miller was appointed to the United States 
Supreme Court by Abraham Lincoln in 1862, and 
served until his death in 1890.  The home was built by 
Miller in 1859 at a cost of $13,000 and is now owned 
and operated by the Lee County Historical Society.  
Admission is $2.00.

You'll find these events, and  many more—
April through June—listed on our complete calendar of events 
beginning on page 23.

Spring brings with it Keokuk's 25th annual Civil War Reenactment.  New additions to 
this event will include Friday night fireworks and cannon shootings, and a "walk of the 

wounded."  More information can be found at www.keokukiowatourism.org.

Photo by Ed Vinson

"Keokuk Dam," by Amy Pribyl
K.H.S. grade 12

http://www.keokukiowatourism.org
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Our Passage from India
 by Alka Khanolkar

Continued on Page 8

Editor’s Note:  Main Street Keokuk’s Summer Fun and Fundraiser for this year will 
feature India as its imagined destination.  We asked Alka Khanolkar, who is active in our 
community—and in the Indian community that is a vital part of our community—to 
share her feelings regarding this forthcoming event.  Her response has taken the form of 
an open letter to the people of Keokuk, which we present below: 

Dear Keokuk,
Our journey to Keokuk, for our growing Indian community, may have begun with 

some trepidation, but we have all found that residing in this beautiful town has brought 
us experiences that we cherish, mostly because the people of Keokuk have been so very 
welcoming!  Let me start, then, by taking this opportunity to thank the friendly and very 
welcoming community of Keokuk for being like our extended family.  For all of us, Keokuk 
has truly become our home away from home.

Within Keokuk’s greater community there is a group of people that has helped when 
that inevitable yearning for the land of our birth threatens to overwhelm us, and that is 
Keokuk’s vibrant and active Indian community.  And then there are our 
many friends who are not from India.  Some have lived here in 
Keokuk all of their lives, while others have come here from 
many other states and countries.  Speaking for all of us, I 
have come to feel that we share this special connection 
and bond that has resulted in lifelong friendships, and 
what ties us all together is Keokuk.  We each have such 
a long list of friends and community members we 
would like to name, but it would be just impossible to 
name them all.

When we first moved to Keokuk, I remember 
thinking, “This is unreal!  This place is like our family 
home in Goa, India!”  The connection seemed more 
spiritual than physical.  I know that I immediately fell 
in love with our home that overlooks the Mississippi River and that my 
feelings have grown even stronger over the years.

Many of those who have moved here from India have reported similar 
experiences.   I would like all of you to join me in meeting our fellow Indian 
friends who own businesses and work in this beautiful, historic town.

Dr. Satyanarayana Kantamneni, MD, and Dr. Jagadamba 
Kantamneni, MD, are husband and wife, both working out of the 
Keokuk Area Hospital.  He is a psychiatrist; she is an anesthesiologist.  
They have made their home here for over thirty years.  Mrs. 
Kantamneni is also well known for her exquisite Indian cuisine.  
Their three lovely daughters, Prashanti, Nita and Laxmi, have 
enjoyed growing up in Keokuk.

Jiggar and Alpa Patel own the Chief Motel.  They live there with their two beautiful 
daughters,  Janvi and Jiya, and with Alpa’s parents, Girish Bhai and Sakku Ben.  Hospitality 
is a very highly valued part of Indian culture, so it is no wonder that so many of those who 
come to the United States from India seek businesses or employment where hospitality is 
valued.  Certainly the Patels, and their extended family, are the most hospitable, friendly 
and loving persons one could hope to meet.  Anyone that has come from India—or from 
anywhere else—is automatically made to feel at home with them by being offered a nice cup 
of masala chai (hot tea) and traditional homemade snacks that one simply cannot resist!

Nimish and Mita Jaani, the owners of the Keokuk Motor Lodge, currently reside in 
Chicago.  They have a son and a daughter, Moksh and Purva.  Nimish Bhai would like to 
thank their fellow Keokukians for extending a warm welcome to them and for the lovely 
friendships they have made.



The Fairfield Inn and the the Hampton Inn are also owned by Indians.  Mr. Hari and 
Mrs. Joy Shah, and Mr. and Mrs. Patel are always very supportive of our Indian community.

Prateik Jain works at Roquette America and is originally from New Delhi, India.  We have 
often spotted him at Keokuk High School sports events, often with the Bogner family, who 
have been so hospitable.

Piyush and Divya Jain are new residents in Keokuk and are just getting settled.  They are 
enjoying the friendly and welcoming community of Keokuk.

Nandu Cherai Padinharkara (called C.P. by many of his American friends) is an 
accountant at Matrix Metals, the firm formerly known as Steel Castings.  Matrix Metals is 
a foundry group which is a part of Samar Group.  The Samar Group is one of India’s most 
respected industrial groups, specializing in niche technology areas that include chemicals, 
foundry, shipping, and more.

I wrote Nandu to ask him to describe what it was like for him when he first arrived in 
Keokuk.  He wrote back, explaining that those first weeks were pretty difficult, but that “… 
the warmth of the people gave me a reason to continue trying to live ‘the American Dream.’  
Without a Social Security number, credit history or car to get me to and from my office, 
I had nothing but the amiable and caring people I met to help me get established.  There 
was Bob, who invited me home for my first sumptuous ‘American Family Meal’; Tammy, 
who helped me get a car loan so I wouldn’t have to walk everywhere; and Susan, who knit 
me a blanket so I wouldn’t freeze at night.  It was and is always delightful to meet Indians 
living in this area, and I know I am bound to share a bond with them.  Still, it was being so 
warmly welcomed by those who are not from India that rekindled my belief in the power of 
friendship and ‘the American Dream.’”

  Oh, and don’t let me forget Mr. Singh, who runs the local Site gas station.  Furthermore, in 
the nearby towns of Fort Madison, Burlington, Fairfield, Mount Pleasant and Iowa City we have 

a number of additional Indian families 
that we see on a less frequent basis.

In fact, there are several nearby 
locations where we regularly see many 
of the Indian families that live in 
southeastern Iowa.  Alnoor and Syroz 
Rehmatullah own the Howard Johnson 
in Burlington.  We hold a number of 
our Indian festivities there, as it is a 
convenient, central location for all 
of our friends to meet.  In Fairfield, 
there is an Indian Temple that we visit 
on the first Sunday of each month.  
There we offer our prayers and renew 
our friendships.  We usually take a 
vegetarian dish and have a potluck 
luncheon with our friends right after 
the religious ceremony is over.

Finally, I should introduce you to 
my wonderful husband, Dr. Kiran 

Khanolkar, who is a part of the Tri-State Medical Group, and our three daughters, Mridul, 
Sarina and Priya.  They absolutely love Keokuk and have beautiful memories of their 
schools, teachers, friends and family, all against a background of Keokuk.  They are at that 
time in their lives when they have gone off to college or are about to go off to college.  I 
so look forward to seeing them all come home for a visit during their holidays—and they 
look forward to seeing their family, their friends and the community that has nutured them 
throughout their childhood!

In closing, let me remind you that on June 23rd of this year Main Street Keokuk, 
Incorporated will be celebrating India Fest 2012!  We have been bestowed with the honor of 
introducing you to and celebrating all things Indian.  Thank you, Keokuk!  You will all get 
a true taste of India with Indian cuisine.  You will have the opportunity to see and to join in 
Bollywood dancing, along with some of our other colorful festivities.  You won’t want 
to miss it!  Please keep in mind, too, that all of the proceeds from this event will be 
invested in improving our community. 8
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Join us at the Keokuk Art Center for an Indian cooking class on Sunday, April 
22, at 1:30 pm. This class is being offered as a prelude to the Main Street event 

in June which is featuring India. Participants will watch a demonstration on how 
to make Dosa (Rice Pancakes and Lentil Soup) with potato filling and coconut 
chutney.

Students may participate in creating Pakodas (assorted vegetables deep fried in 
chickpea flour), Cumin Rice Pulao, Chicken Curry, a Vegetable Dish, Cucumber 
Salad, Sprouted Lentil Salad and Kheer (vermicelli dessert).The preparation of 
Stuffed Paratas and Chapaties will be demonstrated.

Indian Masalas will be available for purchase.
The chefs for this class will include: Alpa and Shakuntala Patel,  Seema Singh, 

Jagadamba Kantamneni, and Kiran & Alka Khanolkar.
The cost for the class is $35 with profits going to the Keokuk Art Center and Main 

Street Keokuk. To sign up please call the Keokuk Art Center at 319-524-8354 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and noon, Tuesday through Saturday.  The class will be limited to the 
first twelve paid participants. The Art Center is located downstairs in the Keokuk Public 
Library building.  Entrance is off the parking lot in the back of the building.

Indian Cuisine
 

9

India's Grand Bazaar
Main Street Keokuk, Inc.'s
Summer Fun & Fundraiser

Saturday, June 23
6:30 - 10 pm

North 6th Street
(between Lucky's and the Grand)

The evening will include food, 
traditional dancing and music, fashion...

all touched by the charm of India.
Attendees will be greeted with 

elephant medallions of carved wood.

All inclusive tickets: $25

http://www.statecentralbank.com
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This Year's B.A.B.F.
 by Dianne Stanley

Keokuk's 6th annual Back Alley Band Fest is scheduled 
to take place on May 25th in several of the better back 

alleys and garages of Keokuk.  This event was first introduced 
to Keokuk by Carole Betts, who organized it for the first two 
years. Deanne Enderle took over the planning four years ago.  
Coming, as it does every year, on the Friday before Memorial 
Day, it is a great way to kick off of summer.

Although this year's Band Fest is still in the planning stages, 
Deanne has already been in contact with Nalani Proctor and 
“Silver Streak.” Both have entertained at previous Fests.  Other 
performers have expressed an interest in being included in 
this year’s event. Venues are not yet set, but most likely will be 
similar to past years.  Enderle says that the property owners and 
musicians who participate in this event are very generous with 
their time and involvement. 

Keokuk’s Cultural and Entertainment District sponsors this 
event. Carole Betts is still involved, as well as Sandy Seabold, 
Joyce Glasscock and Enderle’s husband Andy. Maps and lists of 
entertainers will be available as the date draws nearer.

There is always something for everyone at this musical 
offering. The bands and musicians range from 
Classical to Big Band to Bluegrass. The participants 
perform solely for tips. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs and cash. 

  

 

This year's Annual Back 
Alley Band Fest will bring 
with it many of your old 
favorites along with a few 
new surprises.

mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
mailto:rita@ritanoe.com
http://www.riverhillsvillage.com
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Note: Mary Grace wrote several articles in the 1960s about old homes and landmarks in 
Keokuk. They were published in The Daily Gate City. Mary’s family has given the Keokuk 
Confluence permission to use the articles along with her sketches. The documents from the family 
were early drafts so we have taken the liberty of correcting some typographical errors.

206 High Street: The Home of General Samuel R. Curtis

In 1847 when Samuel Ryan Curtis accepted a position on the engineering team 
endeavoring to make the Des Moines a river navigable to steamboats, he found 

Keokuk to be the city in which he wished to build a home and settle his family.  This is a 
compliment to Keokuk of the middle 19th century, for an engineer’s work could take him 

far and wide, as Curtis’s did, and if he chose a city 
to be his home, it had to be a city superior to all the 
other cities his work would regularly take him to.

In 1849 Curtis purchased a site at the southwest 
corner of Second and High from James L. Estes and, 
in the early 1850s, built a home of locally quarried 
stone.  The house was in the shape of an “L” and 
later in 1857, during Keokuk’s boom building year, 
the first floor corner of the ell was filled out with an 
addition, making the house more nearly square. Proof 
of this addition can be seen in the home today by the 
thickness of a doorway through this formerly outside 
wall that is now a wall separating the living and dining 
rooms; the doorway is 20 inches thick.

The porch, as we see it in the accompanying 
illustration, is not as it was in Curtis’ day. Then it was 
a pier style portico extending along the front and 
around the east side to that added wing, with shelter 
over the doorways only. The second floor windows 
were half windows.

The basement was floored and plastered and 
furnished for everyday living quarters, having a 
kitchen, a dining room and sleeping rooms located 

there.  These rooms would be cooler during the heat of summer and warmer during the 
coldest days of winter.  Formal parlors and dining room were the arrangement of the first 
floor with a front entrance hall containing a stairway leading directly to the basement 
quarters as well as to the second story. A fine matching stone carriage house still stands on 
the south side of the property.

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis were parents of two sons and two daughters, and tragically, while 
this was their home, three of the family, General Curtis himself, as well as one son and 
one daughter, were buried from this house. The son, Henry, was killed in border guerrilla 
warfare in Missouri in 1863; the daughter, Cara, contacted a fever while attending to 
wounded Civil War soldiers in the east and died.

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua F. Elder (née Katherine Birge) were the next occupants. Mrs. 
Elder’s father, Charles P. Birge, a local grocery wholesaler and possibly the most civic-
minded citizen in Keokuk’s history, bought the home in 1895 for his daughter and her 
growing family.

The next owners were Mr. and Mrs. W.  B. Daniels, who purchased it in 1900 or 1901. 
Before her marriage, Mrs. Daniels was one of the Meeks of Bonaparte, a family very 
significant in the early history of Eastern Iowa. While they lived at 206 High, they made 
many improvements to the property. A second floor was built over the 1857 addition. 
Windows on the second floor were all enlarged. Mrs. Daniels had the first floor 

Continued on Page 12

Old Homes and Landmarks
 by Mrs. C.H. Grace

The illustration features the many improvements made 
to the home in the early 1900s by the Daniels family.



living room fireplace renovated by having it faced with pink onyx marble trimmed 
with mahogany. This fireplace still beautifies this room, but the inside shutters 
Mrs. Daniels favored have long since disappeared. The Daniels had a lovely 
daughter, whose natural blonde beauty and dark eyes captivated many beaus. 
She was married in this home and went to live in the East, but when still very 
young she died, leaving a small son which her parents brought back to Keokuk 
to raise. A niece 
of Mrs. Daniels, 
Mrs. Edith Meeks 
Baker, now living at 
406 Orleans, came 
from Bonaparte to 
assist her aunt in 
caring for the boy. 
It is to her we owe 
the description and 
account of life at 
206 High during the 
Daniel’s occupancy. 
Edith Meeks was 
married to Eugene 
Ross Baker on 
March 29, 1913.

Continued from Page 11
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Above, the living room fireplace 
updated with pink onyx marble 
and mahogany.  To the left, 206 
High Street as it appeared in 
1965, much as it does today.

  I really am enjoying the publication. I especially liked the article about Alice 
Bowers.  It brought tears to my eyes.  What a wonderful women she was.  It was very 
interesting to see how skilled she was at her gift of art. 

  If I were closer, I would be taking some of the cooking classes of Liz Clark.  It is 
encouraging to see so many people caring about the future of Keokuk.

        Thanks
        Mary Cecil

mailto:carole@courtyardbookstore.com


Keokuk’s Union Depot Commission has been notified by Dwell Magazine 
that it is the recipient of a $10,000 grant to be used for rehabilitation of the 

Depot. Christen Sundquist, an architectural student intern helping with the depot 
project, entered the depot in a Dwell contest.  One hundred and eighteen projects 
were submitted for consideration. The public could vote online for their favorite 
project.  According  to Dwell's website, it partnered with Sub-Zero, a manufacturer 
of refrigerators, freezers and wine-storage systems, in sponsoring this contest. The 
website explains, "We believe that designing for the modern world begins with 
honoring the precedents of the past. So we joined forces with Sub-Zero to conceive 
a contest dedicated to rethinking preservation and you delivered! We posted 118 
entries for popular vote and now a panel of judges is hard at work selecting from the 
top ten entries that received the most votes." 

Christen Sundquist saw this contest as the perfect opportunity to publicize the 
Depot as well as raise some much-needed money for its restoration.  “When I saw 
that Dwell and Sub-Zero were hosting a competition aimed toward preservation, 
it really got my heart racing. It was a chance to let people learn that there 
is a Burnham and Root Depot where they would least expect it. As a 
preservationist, I am torn that there was only one winner. There were a 
lot of great buildings that I hope get more recognition now.”

Together Dwell and Sub-Zero will award $10,000 to 
an organization that is overseeing the preservation and 
rehabilitation of  The Depot and Sundquist will win a 
$4,000 wine storage unit courtesy of Sub-Zero.

A special call out to the other top entries that 
gave Christen and The Union Depot in Keokuk a 
run for their money: the San Francisco Women’s 
Building, in San Francisco, California; the 1903 
Chase Stone Barn, in Oconto City, Wisconsin; 
Biff’s Coffee Shop, in Oakland, California; the 
NY State Inebriate Asylum, in Binghamton, 
New York; The William R. Thorsen House, in 
Berkley, California; the 9th Avenue Terminal, 
in Oakland, California; the Ward Hall Greek 
Revival Mansion, in Georgetown, Kentucky; 
the Israel Stowell Temperance House, in 
Delavan, Wisconsin; and the Fishtown Preservation Society, in Leland, Michigan.

Read more: http://www.dwell.com/articles/and-the-winner-of-rethinking-preservation-is.html#ixzz1odocfr6N.

Pictured above, the Depot's ticket 
office—below, the Depot in 2012.

Keokuk's Union Depot Awarded $10,000 Grant
 by Sandy Seabold
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http://www.dwell.com/articles/and-the-winner-of-rethinking-preservation-is.html#ixzz1odocfr6N
http://www.sutliverealestate.com


 

Now available at
the Main Street Keokuk, Inc. office 

and Courtyard Books

Proceeds benefit KCED  

 Keokuk Heritage Puzzles...

14

Celebrate Keokuk's heritage with the World's most elegant puzzles!

Water Power Series #3 
 limited collectors' edition* of  50

12 ¾  x 17”, 491 pieces 
. $125 ,

Street Fair Puzzle
unlimited edition

 8¼  x 13”, 268 pieces
. $75 ,

Water Power Series #2
limited collectors' edition* of  60

12 ¾  x 16 ½ ”, 404 pieces 
. $125 ,

Water Power Series #3,
features what was the cover 
of the third quarterly progress 
report issued during the 
construction of the Keokuk 
lock and dam.  The original 
artwork was painstakingly 
refreshed by Mimi Kiedaisch-
Elmore, then produced into a 
puzzle exclusively for Keokuk 
Heritage Puzzles by Liberty 
Puzzles of Boulder,CO — 
arguably the finest puzzle 
creator in North America.

Each puzzle in 
the series combines 
real challenge with 
genuine aesthetic 
pleasure. Top grade 
art paper is affixed to 
the finest ¼” maple 
plywood, laser cut, 
then hand cleaned in 
order to create a final 
work of art destined 
to be enjoyed by 
generations to come. 

     * Collectors' editions are serially numbered and   
       include a specially shaped Chief Keokuk piece.

There are no tight fits... only perfect ones!



The winter of 1910-1911 was a relatively-mild one, and construction proceeded for the 
most part undisturbed by weather issues.

While the Illinois Division spent the latter half of 1910 getting ready to start the dam, 
the Iowa Division also began making preparations for starting on the construction of the 
power house and lock.  (The drydock would not be built until after the power project was 
complete.)  The work that was done during 1910 was less evident than on the Illinois side, 
because the project plan placed virtually all the construction facilities--concrete mixing 

plant, power house/compressor station and miles 
of railroad track--on the river side of the canal, on 
the bottom of the river, inside a 34 acre work site 
that required building almost a mile of coffer dam.  
Construction on the coffer dam itself would not 
start until early 1911.

From early in Keokuk’s development there had 
been city streets and about three blocks of houses 
along the bluff side of the railroad tracks, at river 
level.  This area was reached by an extension of 
Third Street, which can still be seen from the corner 
of Third and Franklin. 

Iowa Division work for 1910 consisted mainly of 
clearing out these houses, building worker housing 
and warehouses, stockpiling supplies and creating 
quarries for the limestone to be used in the early 
work on the Iowa side (most would come from the 
rock blasted out of the river bottom while digging 
dam/lock foundations).

The first stage of the actual dam construction 
project (as opposed to construction preparation) 
was the construction of a railroad bridge across the 
canal.  The bridge was the primary means of getting 
all supplies out to the Iowa work site, which was 

15

The Iowa Division Begins—The Iowa Coffer Dam
 by Ed Kiedaisch

Photo date: December 30, 1910 (same day as beginning of 
construction of bridge across canal)--Photo shot from below 
10th Street (approximately) looking downriver at the Iowa 
support camp.   The closest house on the bluff is 801 Grand 
Avenue (still there today).  The buildings along the base of 
the bluff are workers’ housing.  Larger 
building at left in picture is a warehouse 
and workshop.  The CB&Q railroad 
tracks are on the river side of the power 
poles along the river (far left).  Note the 
new railroad spurs and stacks of timbers 
for coffer dam cribs.  Much of this area is 
now under water.

Click to continue on page 26

mailto:sfry2@ameren.com
http://www.keokukdowntown.com/confluence/spring12pg2627.pdf


Liz Clark has been featured on the Television Food Network and had her own show on 
Iowa Public Television. Now Liz is bringing the art of food to you as she partners with 

the Keokuk Art Center. 
To register, please call The Keokuk Art Center at 319-524-8354. The 

Center is open from 9:00 am – noon, Tuesday through Saturday. It is located 
in the downstairs of the Keokuk Public Library, 210 N. 5th Street, Keokuk, 
IA 52632. Classes are held at the Art Center. Classes must be prepaid! No 
refunds after the Wednesday before the class.

April
Classic French Bistro Dinner, Sunday, April 1, 1:30 pm. Gratinéed French 
Onion Soup, Grilled Flank Steak/Sauce Bearnaise, Real French (or should we 
say “Belgian” Fries?), Salad of Frisee Lettuces with Bacon Lardoons in a warm 
dressing, Real Chocolate Mousse. Close your eyes. You’re at a table in a small 
bistro on the left bank eating the epitome of bistro meals. And it’s affordable!  $35

Springtime on the Costa Brava: The Flavors of Spain, Saturday, April 
21, 9:30 am. With a pitcher of fresh fruit Sangria to start us off, we’ll prepare 
elegant chicken with saffron rice (Arroz con Pollo), Spinach with raisins and 
pine nuts, Pan de Santa Theresa (Spanish French Toast) topped with berries 
& creama and drizzled with warm cinnamon honey. For starters we’ll make 
grilled shrimp and spring onions with Romesco Sauce -- Tapas Classics. This is 
a meal that will make you want to rush out and book a flight to Barcelona! $35

May
Mother’s Day Tea – A Return to a Gracious Way of Entertaining, 
Saturday, May 12, 9:30 am. Bring Mom, Grandma, a favorite aunt or a dear 
friend who can be “Mom for a Day.” We’ll make savories such as Cream Puffs 
with Curried Chicken Salad, Watercress and Walnut Sandwiches, Egg and 
Olive Salad Sandwiches, Madeleines, Raspberry Linzer Heart Cookies, and an 
Almond Dacquoise with homemade Lemon Curd filling and Lemon Butter 
Cream. Liz will introduce you to several classic types of teas, discuss their 

health benefits and show you how to make the real thing. (No bags here!) Can you think of a 
nicer way to spend a day with “Mom?” $35

Pies, Tartes and Tortes: Desserts with Spring Fruits and Berries, Sunday, May 20, 1:30 
pm.  Deep-Dish Rhubarb and Strawberry Pie with a Puff Pastry Lattice, Raspberry Génoise 
Roulade, Open-Faced Grilled Pineapple Tarte with freshly-made French Pastry Cream, Rustic 
Blackberry Torta. Fabulous desserts for any meal and you can do them all! $35

June
French Dinner Party: Coquille St. Jacque, Sunday, June 3, 1:30 pm.  These elegant 
scallops in their shells, surrounded with Gratinéed Duchess Potatoes will be our centerpiece 
to a classic French menu that will start off with Vichyssoise (an American French invention), 
Carrots Crécy, Butter Lettuce Salad/Lemon Cream Dressing, and Grand Marnier soufflé 
for dessert. Some things simply never go out of style. $35

Summer Bread & Soup Workshop, Saturday, June 23, 9:30 am. Crusty French Loaves, 
Sourdough Walnut & Raisin Whole Wheat Loaves, Alsatian Tarte Flambé with Bacon & 
Onion. Cream of Watercress Soup, Summer Soupe au Pistou with fresh garden vegetables 
and basil pesto, Soup de Poisson (Provençal Fish Soup with Croutons of French Bread with 
Sauce Rouille). Incredible summer lunches or suppers that you can’t get anywhere 
unless you make them! $35 

The Art of Food

16

Liz Clark Cooking School Classes at the Keokuk Art Center
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"Everything Tastes Better Outdoors"

The late James Beard, the “Dean of American Cooking”, swore by this statement. He 
loved picnics and so do I. Sometimes mine get no farther than my back porch, but 

I’m looking at my woods and garden and breathing fresh air. 
With upcoming 

summer concerts 
in the park, a grand 
Grande Luxe picnic 
complete with china 
and crystal does not 
seem out of order.

 If they can do it 
in Central Park or 
at Ravinia, why not 
closer to home? The 
Lobster Potato Salad 
I’m offering here is 
the epitome of Grande 
picnicking -- luxurious 
and affordable. You 
will have to grow your 
own pea shoots, so 
"plan(t)" ahead.

Lobster Potato Salad with Peas and Pea Shoots

Make dressing and allow to stand while potatoes are cooking.

1 ½ cups of lobster claw and knuckle meat, picked from the legs, or 
  diced meat from three cooked and cooled rock lobster tails. (reserved)
3 lbs. Yukon Gold Potatoes, boiled until cooked through, in heavily salted                

  water, then peeled and diced while still warm
1 bunch of scallions, chopped (white and green tops)
1 cup of new peas, blanched in salted water and drained (frozen may be substituted)
1 English cucumber, skin left on, diced
1 bunch of fresh spring radishes, thinly sliced
3 halves of medium avocados, diced (1 half sliced length-wise and reserved for garnish)
2 dozen pea sprouts with tendrils and 2 sets of leaves (reserved)

Dressing
Juice of ½  lemon 
1 tsp. curry powder (or more, if you are an ardent curry lover)
1 cup good quality commercial mayonnaise*
1 cup sour cream
Sea salt and white pepper to taste

In a bowl whisk together the lemon juice and curry powder. 
Allow to stand for a few minutes in order to remove any raw spice 
taste from the curry. Whisk together the mayonnaise, lemon juice/
curry mixture and sour cream. Taste and add sea salt and white pep-
per. Continue tasting until it meets with your approval.

Gently fold all salad ingredients together while potatoes are still 
warm. Use your hands to avoid breaking up lobster or potatoes. Add 
the dressing and toss, tasting constantly for seasoning. (You will use 
far more salt than you might expect.)

Mound the salad in a beautiful bowl and garnish with a crown of 
the pea shoots. Surround the mound with a ring of avocado slices 
and more pea shoots.** Chill. Serves 12.

*Do not use homemade mayonnaise, as this salad will be travel-
ing and sitting out.

** If you make the salad well ahead, transport the pea shoots and 
avocado slices in a zip lock bag and garnish when you arrive at your 
picnic site. 

A chilled California Chardonnay will complement this salad 
perfectly and a cold bottle of champagne would certainly not be out 
of place!



Note:  Along with Alka's many other duties, she serves 
on the Keokuk School Board.  She's well aware of what 
the young have to offer.  This month's poetry, other than 
hers, was written by Keokuk High School students.  
The photography as well, comes from students.  As they 
prepare to graduate and move on in the world, it seemed 
appropriate to give them a chance to express themselves.  
Several more student works will appear in the next 
issue of the Confluence.  The Keokuk High School's 
Literary magazine will appear in print late April and 
copies may be obtained by contacting Barb Edler of the 
K.H.S. English Department. 18

Chiaroscuro War
       (Shadows of Light and Dark)
 by Alka Khanolkar

Presage of war looming over us
 casting its black, gloomy shadows
          of darkness upon this world.

Instilling jittery nerves, sending cold
 waves of panic to young innocent minds—
          never eyewitness to bloody battles.

Like a broken chain of red beads, the
 races of mankind severed, separated
          and scattered in meaningless contests.

Parry the thoughts of war whoop, and let
 The chiaroscuro rays of light, hope, peace
          and harmony prevail on our actions!
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Dear Time
 by Raegan Zetterlund - K.H.S.  grade 12

Why do you vanish so quickly?
Disappearing in the blink of an eye.
You leave me sad,
You leave me questioning,
Where did you go?
I felt that there was so much of you.
I took you for granted,
Putting off what I should have done
Being silent when I should have spoken.
There were words I should have voiced
Affections I didn’t give.
Now it’s too late.
There’s none of you left,
At least in this life.
When death steals, 
It robs you.
You are precious
And oh so sparse
Less than we know
There can be joy in
Your sudden disappearance
For when we change addresses, 
You are in fact, endless.

Foggy Morning by Lacey Miller - K.H.S . Grade 11
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For Jillian, My Angel
 by Lindsey Reeves - K.H.S. grade 11

I look up at the sky 
And see a twinkling star
My eyes are suddenly filled with tears
Wondering how you are

I know you are with Jesus
His hands helping you along
But having you not here with me
Makes this all seem wrong

I think about the future
And who you could’ve been
I want to scream and curse all day
But through that no one wins

Instead I remember the times
That I got to see you smile
Those times weren’t very long
But you made them all worthwhile

I miss your small beautiful face
Your little fingers and toes
The adorable little outfits
With the adorable matching bows

I’d have to say my favorite part
Of having you as my niece
Was rocking you back and forth
While you were fast asleep

As the twinkling star shines brighter
I know you are okay
God has you in his home now
And he takes care of you every day

Jillian passed away in the Hamilton fire.

Dear Worry
 by Rachel Elder - K.H.S. grade 12

Dear worry,
There you go again.
Clenching and knotting my stomach,
Causing me so much pain.
You cause the thoughts in my head to race,
Make my palms sweat,
And my heart to pick up a pace.
Why must you cause me to lose sleep at night?
To regret the past?
To give up without a fight?

Because of you, I look toward the future with 
  constant dread.
I am like a machine that cannot shut down,
And I cannot escape your demons inside my head.
I ask you questions as life's clock continues 
  to chime.
As the years go on, will I be happy or sad?
Or just run out of time?
Do you know if I will make something great with
   my life?
Or cause my family and friends shame,
My pride cut with a knife?

I know that I have God to lead me,
And the other people I love to help too,
But when your dark smoke clouds my mind,
I sometimes feel like there is nothing I can do.

Eagle Filtered by Zach Mullin - K.H.S. grade 11

Paige on the Edge by Aidan Hren - K.H.S. grade 



Teenagers
 by Mallory Hymes -  K.H.S. grade 11
  
The way our minds work
So different than any other.
Our thoughts constantly spinning
Why is life so confusing?
Which guy is right for me?
Pimple, why won’t you go away?
My parents deserve so much better
The time I always disrespect them.
The stories of childhood.
The days they miss
News articles of suicide
Depression
School Shootings
Abuse
Things we don’t want to hear
But we
These special type of people,
So fragile,
Go through
The questions
The thoughts
Some sink
Some float
Only the strong survive. 20

Oh, Magical Unicorn
 by Hailee Summers -  K.H.S. grade 12

Oh, to be a magical unicorn,
With your gleaming mane,
And strong sure legs,
Your broad chest,
And sharp horn.

Oh, to wander the land,
Roaming over hills,
And through valleys,
 Your beauty stands unmatched.

But oh, how your beauty curses you,
Bringing about the hunters,
Callous men of arms,
Desperately trying to slaughter you,
To spill your silver blood.

Oh, magical unicorn,
May you run faster than the wind,
May your gleaming mane be just a glimpse
On the far away horizon.
Let you live in safety, 
Far from the cruelty of men,
For men can be cruel.

And oh, magical unicorn,
May you take me with you one day,
Far from the cruelty of this world.

My Collage the Awl of My Life by Rollie Mortimer - K.H.S. grade 12

Monte Carlo Liquified  by Vincent Korschgen - K.H.S. grade 12
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In the end, Callie said “Sure, why not?” when Mark asked her for the third or fourth 
time if she’d like to go to the twentieth reunion of his graduating class at the dental 

school.  After all, their two children were grown and off at college themselves, and they had 
already been married for nearly four years when Mark graduated.  They still saw many other 
member’s of Mark’s class on an occasional social basis.  Why not go?  And yet, Callie had 
some reservations about seeing all of them all at once.  Think of it:  several dozen dentists all 
in the same room at the same time.  Well, she decided, she’d just have to keep a Mona Lisa 
smile planted firmly on her face and suffer through the repeated retelling of the kind of lame 
jokes that dentists were so fond of.

Besides, Callie had grown accustomed to going along to all the places Mark wanted to go.  
They had started dating in high school, and then both went to the same university, located 
about a hundred miles to the north of the small Iowa town where they’d both grown up.  
She was in her junior year when Mark proposed, though by then the idea that they would 
one day marry had achieved the certitude of a foregone conclusion.  They got married back 
home, in a city park that overlooked the Mississippi River, though the flower garden where 
they were married was a two minute walk from the bluff where you could see the river.  Their 
honeymoon was a couple of nights at a B&B that would have been within walking distance of 
the park they were married in if it weren’t for the gown and shoes Callie was wearing.  And 
then it was back to the university town where she already had a job waiting for her, there 
being no money and no real point for her to finish her degree in the dance.

Callie kept her job through the seventh month of her first pregnancy, and was fortunate 
to find someone to care for Michael for four hours a day about three or four months after 
he was born.  She remembered those months and the months that followed as being both 
emotionally and physically challenging—and that, back then, dancing was how she could best 
meet her life’s challenges.

Mark’s practice grew slowly but 
steadily during the next few years 
and then stabilized just a bit short 
of the size he had hoped for, though 
he came to appreciate the occasional 
Wednesday afternoon when he had 
time for eighteen holes at the local 
country club.  His practice had 
stopped growing because the town 
itself was shrinking.  No high school 
graduating class after his was as large 
as his.  He was a fine dentist.  His 
patients were much more likely to 
groan at his jokes than at whatever he 
was doing in their wide open mouths.

Shortly after Marcie was born, 
Callie and Mark were able to buy 
one of the big old houses on the bluff 
overlooking the Mississippi River.  Its 
most unusual feature was a ballroom on the third floor, a space that soon became a play area 
for their two children and, in inclement weather, most of the children in the neighborhood.

Callie’s reluctance to go to Mark’s reunion wasn’t based as much on the likelihood of 
two or three days of unrelieved boredom as it was on not wanting to give up the routine she 
had established for herself two years earlier.  That’s when she had taken over the children’s 
playroom and converted it into a space where, for at least a couple of hours each day, she 
danced.  Mike and Marcie no longer played in the old ballroom, so all Callie had to do was 
box up their old toys, bring in mirrors and a barre and then install in a place of honor the 
statue she’d found.

The Twentieth Reunion
 by Tom Gardner

http://www.keokukdowntown.com/confluence/spring12pg2829.pdf
mailto:kjk.attorney@yahoo.com
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Keokuk Cultural & 
  Entertainment District 
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April
  1-30  • Paintings by Jason Mejer, Round Room, Keokuk Library
         • Southeastern Community College Student Art Exhibit, Keokuk Art Center,
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library
       1  • Classic French Bistro Dinner with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library
       4   • Dishing About Books Book Club 
   discusses The 19th Wife, by 
   David Ebershoff, 7:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library  
       7  • Ghost Hollow Road with Nalani Proctor 
   plus North to the Future, 9 pm, 
   Tipenecker's Tap, 1100 Main St.
     11  • Confederacy of Dunces, by John Toole, 
   Wednesday Afternoon Book Club, 
   1 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
  • Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 8 - 10 pm, 
   The Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park     
     12  • Free Movie Night featuring Hugo, 6 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation      
     13  • Richie Lee & the Fabulous '50s, 7:30 pm,
   The Grand Theatre, sponsored by 
   the Keokuk Concert Association 
     14  • Goats' Milk Soap Workshop with 
   Nancy Gibson, 10 am - noon, 
   Keokuk Art Center, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library
  • Showboat Saturday Night — Catholic 
   Schools Fundraiser featuring 
   Captian Geech & the Shrimp Shack
   Shooters, dinner 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm, 
   auction, music 9:30 pm - 12:30 am, 
   Cardinal Stritch gym
  • Rollin' on the River Spring Fundraiser,
   featuring Too Slim & the Taildraggers, doors open at 7 pm, 
   music 8 pm - midnight, Meyer's Courtyard, 629 Blondeau
     16  • Stained Glass Mosaic with Carla Celania & Lydia O'Neal,  
   7 - 9 pm, Keokuk Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
     19   • Wells Carey Spring Program, TBA, 
   The Grand Theatre
  • Artist Showcase, 7 pm - close,
   Tipenecker's Tap, 1100 Main St.
     20  • Free Carol Montag Concert, 7 pm, 
   Riverview Inn & Suites, 
   sponsored by the Cultural  
   Entertainment District
     21  • Earth Day Clean-Up, 8:30 am,
    Rand Park
  • The Flavors of Spain with 
   Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 
   9:30 am, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Public Library
  • Raeann School of Dance Competition, 9 am, The Grand Theatre 
     22  • Indian Cooking Class with Alka Khanolkar & others,  
   1:30 pm, Keokuk Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
     23  • Iowans Who Fought Against the Union, 6:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • Stained Glass Mosaic with Carla Celania & Lydia O'Neal,  7 - 9 pm, 
   Keokuk Art Center, Lower Level, Keokuk Library

Carol Montag
Songwriter & Folksinger

In Concert, April 20 at 7:00 pm

Lobby – Riverview Inn & Suites, 4th & Main, Keokuk

“Carol sings from the heart about places in all of  our hearts”

“A true artist that has been noted for appealing to audiences of  all ages with a relaxed 
stage presence that puts everyone at ease.”

Carol Montag:  “For me, performing is a privilege and a time when I can 
connect with people that I may never get to know on a personal level.”

Carol is a member of  the Iowa Arts Council’s Performing Artists Roster and 
is presenting a 45 minute concert in each of  Keokuk’s four elementary 

schools on Thursday & Friday, April 19 & 20

FREE CONCERT
DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

SPONSORED BY THE KEOKUK ART CENTER &
THE KEOKUK CULTURAL & ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT
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     26  • J.C. Parrot - His Life & Times During and After the Civil War, 6:30 pm, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • Kardiac Kapers — Keokuk Area Hospital Fundraiser, 7:30 pm, The Grand Theatre
     27  • Samuel F. Miller House open to the public, 
   1 - 5 pm, 318 North 5th St. 
  • 2nd Iowa Infantry Foot Soldier August Lange,  
   3 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • Kardiac Kapers, — Keokuk Area Hospital 
   Fundraiser, 7:30 pm, Grand Theatre
     28  • 25th Annual Civil War Reenactment,
   all day, Rand Park
  • Samuel F. Miller House open to the public, 
   10 am - 5 pm, 318 North 5th St. 
  • Kardiac Kapers — Keokuk Area Hospital 
   Fundraiser, 7:30 pm, Grand Theatre
     29  • 25th Annual Civil War Reenactment,
   all day, Rand Park
  • Samuel F. Miller House open to the public, 1 - 4 pm, 318 North 5th St. 

May
       2  • Dishing About Books 
   Book Club discusses 
   Hunger Games, by 
   Suzanne Collins, 
   7:30 pm, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Public Library      
       • Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 
   8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye
    Restaurant, 105 N. Park
       4  • All Shook Up, Great River
    Players, 7:30 pm,  
   The Grand Theatre  
       5  • All Shook Up, Great River
   Players, 7:30 pm,  
   The Grand Theatre 
  6-12  • Keokuk Art Center's Annual 
   Competition, Round
   Room, Keokuk Library
       6  • All Shook Up, Great River 
   Players, 2 pm,  The Grand Theatre 
       9  • Small Business Breakfast, TBA, sponsored by Main Street Keokuk, Inc.
  • Cutting Stone - by Abraham Verghese, Wednesday Afternoon Book Club, 
   1 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library 
     10  • Free Movie Night featuring The Artist, 6 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library, sponsored by the KPL Foundation     
     11  • Prairieland Barbershop Chorus — Habitat for Humanity 
   Fundraiser, TBA, First Christian Church 
12-31  • Paintings by Mable Ebersole, Keokuk Art Center, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library     
     12   • Annual Plant Sale, Keokuk Garden Club, 8 am - noon, Estes Park
  • Mother's Day Tea with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 
   9:30 am, Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
     15  • Spring Concert, Keokuk High School, 7:30 pm, 
   The Grand Theatre   
     17  • Sedums by Jeri Grogan, Keokuk Garden Club, 
   1 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
  • Artist Showcase, 7 pm - close, Tipenecker's Tap, 1100 Main St. 
     19  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
     20  • Pies, Tarts and Tortes with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm,
   Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
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     25  • Back Alley Bandfest, Keokuk Cultural & Entertainment District,
   TBA, various locations
     26  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
  • Samuel F. Miller House opens to the public for the season, 1 - 4 pm 
   every Sat. & Sun. through Labor Day, 318 North 5th St.
     27  • Memorial Day Service, Keokuk National Cemetery

June
  1-30  • Encaustic Paintings by Joe Conover,  Keokuk Art Center, 
   Round Room, Keokuk Library
       2  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
       3  • French Dinner Party with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 
   1:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
       6  • Dishing About Books Book Club, book to be determined, 
   7:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library      
       • Bullis-Rutter Big Band, 8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye Restaurant, 
   105 N. Park Dr.
       8  • Tri-State Renaissance Faire, 5 - 10 pm, Rand Park 
       9  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
  • Tri-State Renaissance Faire, 10 am - 10 pm, Rand Park
     10  • Tri-State Renaissance Faire, noon - 5 pm, Rand Park
     13  • Still Alice - by Lisa Genova, Wednesday Afternoon Book 
   Club, 1 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library   
     14   • Free Movie Night feature TBA, 6 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library, sponsored by the KPL Foundation      
     16  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
  • Crawfish Crawl 5K Run, 8 am, Rand Park Pavilion
  • Annual Garden Tour, Keokuk Garden Club, 8 am - noon, locations TBA
  • Fallon O'Connor Irish Dancers, 7 pm, The Grand Theatre
     21  • Bonnie Finken Concert, 7:30 pm, Rand Park Pavilion
  • Artist Showcase, 7 pm - close, Tipenecker's Tap, 1100 Main St. 
     23  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, River City Mall Parking Lot 
  • Summer Bread & Soup Workshop with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 9:30 am,
   Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
  • India's Grand Bazaar -
   Main Street Keokuk, 
   Inc.'s Summer Fun & 
   Fundraiser, 6:30-10 pm, 
   North 6th St.
     26  • BYU Living Legends Dance
    Troupe,  noon, 
   Rand Park Pavilion
     30  • Farmers' Market, 6:30 am, 
   River City Mall 
   Parking Lot 
  • Independence Day 
   Celebrations, all day, 
   Rand Park
  • River & Power Days, 
   10am - 4 pm, 
   the Keokuk/Hamilton 
   Dam and Power House

July
       1  • River & Power Days, 10am - 4 pm, 
   the Keokuk/Hamlton Dam and Power House

In order to add an event to this calendar, contact Carole Betts at carole@courtyardbookstore.com.  
Updates will be made semi-monthly.  To advertise in the Confluence, please contact Bill Vandersall 
at billjudyvan@gmail.com.  All ads should be approximately 3 x 5 inches in size and may be either 
vertical or horizontal.  The cost is $40 per ad. 25
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