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Music from the bedroom

For Nalani Proctor, a self-proclaimed “child of the 90s” and daughter of two 
professional musicians, being anything but a musician is out of the question. 

Nalani’s father, Dan, is the Keokuk Senior High School vocal teacher. Mother 
Lana teaches music in Keokuk’s elementary schools.

Although not a fulltime musician yet, she is well on her way. Her own band 
(Nalani Proctor and the Mathers) performs in the Tri-State area and beyond, and 
she has recorded and produced an album.

Nalani started out like many young musicians, taking lessons in piano and violin 
from her parents. She dropped those instruments in favor of the flute in fifth grade 
band. In sixth grade she began voice lessons, which solidified her true passion and 
led her to complete a Bachelor’s Degree in Music from Graceland University in 
Lamoni Iowa.

It was during those college years that Nalani picked up the guitar. Although she 
claims she is “still terrible at it,” it has become her favorite accompaniment for her 
voice, which ranges from a throaty low register to a pure crystal soprano.

She met like-minded musicians at school and elsewhere and formed her first 
band, which only lasted two years because members graduated or moved on. That 
short stint in a punk-rock band further sparked her desire to delve into the music 
industry at a greater depth.

Following her own graduation, Nalani spent a year in Hawaii helping her 
maternal grandparents. She returned to Keokuk to a day job in Carthage, and 
began the slow, but steady, route to becoming an independent musician. By playing 
several shows in southeast Iowa, she has been able to make contacts with others in 
the industry.

 Story and Photos by  Rita Noe
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Analog recording engineer Travis Atkinson, 
of Strangebird Recording in Centerville, 
Iowa, helped her record her first song. That 
short one-song session convinced Nalani that 
she could create an entire album, which she 
worked at for a year.

In the summer of 2010, I Will Never 
Leave My Bedroom was released. “Although 
the album doesn’t focus on any single theme,” 
Nalani relates, “the title itself focuses on the 
fact that the music business has changed from 
big labels to independent artists releasing 
albums from their bedrooms.” (Or basements, 
or garages.)

Taking inspiration from her favorite 
current recording artist Amanda Palmer 
(amandapalmer.net), who has taken being 
an independent musician to a new level of 
internet fame and tireless touring, Nalani 
hopes to reach that point in her career sooner 
rather than later. “It’s so much easier for 
our young generation to reach new listeners via the internet and home recording 
solutions,” she adds.

The summer of 2011 found Nalani focusing on her current band format, which 
has gained a small amount of notariety by participating in city (Keokuk) events, 
such as the Musician’s Memorial groundbreaking and children’s dance at Rollin’ 
on the River. Through Main Street Keokuk, Nalani coordinated a small fundraiser 
by scheduling three monthly Sunday afternoon concerts this past summer at 
downtown Keokuk’s Estes Park. Each concert featured three or four bands from as 
far away as Des Moines and St. Louis, and as close as Montrose and Fort Madison.

“This past summer was a lot of fun,” Nalani says, “working with friends and 
professionals alike.”

Her hope of creating her second full-length album and a 10-day tour to 
communities in states that border Iowa for next summer has her happily working 
on new material. The new album will center around the age-old theme of the 
various stages in a 
romantic relationship, 
with “the outcome yet 
to be determined.” Her 
background in classical 
music and music 
theory is contributing 
to writing her own 
songs, both the music 
and the lyrics. “In 
middle school my 
favorite music was 
Christian Rock, then 
when I was in high 
school, my favorite 
style of music was 
punk, because it has 
easy chord structure,” 
Nalani reveals. “Now I tend more toward folksy country and heavier hard rock.”

Nalani Proctor is convinced that it is possible to become a full time musician 
while living in her small home town. A true child of the computer age, she is 
building a career slowly, but steadily.

I Will Never Leave My Bedroom is available as a free download at 
http://www.nalaniproctor.com.

mailto:artworks@mchsi.com
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Fulfilling the need to share the creative impulse is to be human; actually having the 
opportunity to do so is pure joy.

Keokuk artist and native Rita Noe reached a milestone in that fulfillment this past 
summer—acceptance in her 100th national/international juried exhibit. Her digigraph 
titled Made in Japan/Made in the USA was accepted in “Cele-BRA-tion,” a national 
juried exhibit in Florida, October 1-31, at the Art League of Fort Myers. The exhibit was 
a fundraiser for the Susan G. Komen Foundation for 
Breast Cancer Research. A breast cancer survivor 
herself, Noe recognized an opportunity to contribute 
to that cause, and to share an expression of the sense of 
humor that helped her through that.

“While on an exchange with Keokuk Sister 
Cities to Kai, Yamanashi, Japan in 2007,” she 
relates, “a Japanese friend and I were traveling on 
one of our free days. We washed our undies by 
hand that night, and hung our bras over a fan to 
help them dry faster. The disparity between the 
sizes of the one made in Japan and the one made 
in America was hilarious!”, she quips.

When Noe received the invitation to enter 
“Cele-BRA-tion” she knew exactly which 
photograph she wanted to use. The resulting 
digigraph is a photo montage of the fan with bras, 
an Iowa cornfield, a Japanese temple and a large 
transparent C.

Shortly following that acceptance, Noe 
received notice of acceptance in #101—the 
Rio Brazos Art Festival in Tarleton University’s 
Langdon Center in Granbury, Texas. That 
digigraph was of a more conventional subject, a 
cornfield viewed from a hot air balloon.

Since 1968, Noe has been entering juried 
exhibits—those judged for acceptance or rejection by 
a panel of  professional artists of all backgrounds and 
tastes. Acceptances have been received for exhibits 
in Japan, Canada, and 20 U.S. states from California 
to Florida, Iowa to Georgia. Notable exhibits include 
several annual exhibits at the Octagon Center for the 
Arts in Ames, Iowa, “The Anderson Winter Show” 
in Anderson, Indiana, “GALEX” in Galesburg, 
Illinois, the “Rock Island Fine Art Exhibit” in Rock 
Island, Illinois, “International…Here and Abroad” 
and “International Sacred Art” exhibits at Box 
Heart Gallery in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and the 
Fredericksburg, Virginia Center for the Fine Arts. Noe’s 
work has also been accepted in the prestigous Des Moines Art Festival and the One-of-a-
Kind Show and Sale at Chicago’s Merchandise Mart.

In 2002, Noe’s serigraph, Minobu Mysticism, won first place at the Art Center of Estes 
Park, Colorado.

“I once asked the late Wendall Mohr what kind of acceptance rate an artist could expect. 
He replied that 10% was doing very well,” Noe explained, and yet her record runs between 
20 and 25%.

To celebrate those opportunities to share her creative vision, Noe will hold a “retrospective” 
exhibit of accepted art works at the Keokuk Art Center Round Room Gallery in the Keokuk 
Public Library February 1-28. About 50 works, both older serigraphs and newer digigraphs, 
will comprise the exhibit, according to Tom Seabold, Art Center director. A “meet the artist” 
opening will be held 5:00-7:00 pm, February 3. The public is invited. 3

Made in Japan, Made in the USA, Digigraph, 9" x 13", 
© Rita Noe 2011.

101 ways to share one’s creative spirit
 



4

2012 International Tasting February 10th

 Photo and story by Rita Noe

Since its inception in 1991, nearly 300 Keokuk citizens have visited 
Keokuk Sister Cities’ counterpart in Kai, Yamanashi, Japan. In the 

summer of 2012, an additional group of 22 will be added to the list.
All but three of these ambassadors will be first-timers. 2010 chaperone 

Shannon Dunn will return, along with two students from the 2010 
exchange, Brandon Boltz and McKenzie Hawkins. Brandon is a 9th grader 
and McKenzie a 10th grader at Keokuk High School.

The remaining 15 students from Keokuk Middle School are:
Kerrigan Bode, Nicole Dupy, Hunter Finch, Barlow Guess, Emily 

Haage, Wesley Hunt, Jessica Huston, Yiyang Liu, Madylin Merydith, Orion 
Mills, Ariel Rose, Kendra Runge, Laura Schmitt, Kelsey Skender and 
McKenna Tackes.

2012 chaperone Shannon Tackes will be a first-timer, but her husband 
Dan and daughter Fallon were previous ambassadors. The family has 
also hosted several Japanese students. New chaperones also include Brent 
Haage, Matt Hunt, and Ron Schmitt.

The group has already begun monthly meetings to prepare the 
ambassadors for the cultural shock, and to learn Japanese culture and 
language. A Japan Club has also been established at KMS for all students, 
including the selected ambassadors. Keokuk Sister Cities Association Vice 
President Dan Tackes and Treasurer Rita Noe will co-chair the club, with 
help from other KSCA board members and past ambassadors.

Looking to raise nearly $28,000 (50% or more paid by the ambassadors 
themselves), KSCA will launch several fundraising projects and events, 
including the ever popular International Tasting and Entertainment 
event. Slated for February 10, 2012, the venue has been changed to 
First Christian Church, because “we simply ran out of room last time,” 
according to the 2010 chairperson, Suzie Waddell.

“The food last time was excellent,” Waddell concludes. “We had 
delectibles from more than 20 countries, from China to Norway, France to 
Colombia, and many in between.”

This year’s event promises to be even bigger and better, according to KSCA President 
Shannon Dunn. Tickets will go on sale in early January at several business locations in Keokuk, 
and from Sister Cities members and ambassadors.

Individuals wishing to donate ethnic food for the event may contact Rita Noe at 524-5218 
or rita@ritanoe.com.

Pria Khanolkar performed a selection of 
dances from India at last year's event.

mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
http://www.sutliverealestate.com
mailto:rita@ritanoe.com


Much like the city it serves, the Keokuk Fire Department has a long and proud history.  
Although Keokuk has been an incorporated city since 1848, there was no provision 

in place for providing fire protection for the first eight years of the city’s existence.  The 
following quotation provides what may be the perfect sentiment of Keokuk’s early citizens 
who were concerned about the threat from fire:

     “The great fire which recently occurred in Muscatine, should operate as a timely warning 
and hint to us of Keokuk, to provide every proper precaution against a similar visitation here.” 
    – Daily Constitution-Democrat, April 10, 1856.

Organized fire protection in Keokuk dates back 155 years to February 
of 1856 when a group of concerned citizens met to form the Keokuk 
Hook & Ladder Company.  After many weeks of appealing to the 
city council for funds needed to purchase equipment, the city finally 
agreed to pay for axes, ladders, hooks, buckets and other necessary 
equipment needed for the purpose of fighting fires.  However, this 
first all-volunteer fire company didn’t have quarters for its equipment.  
Keokuk Hook & Ladder Company was viewed as quite disorganized, 
and lacked accountability for its handling of the equipment that the city 
had purchased.  Over the next several years, Keokuk Hook & Ladder 
Company was viewed as little more than an auxiliary fire company to 
other fire companies who were organized later on.  By 1875, this company 
had completely dissolved, its old ladder wagon found abandoned and 
decaying on Blondeau Street.

A more reliable source of fire protection wasn’t available until October 
9th of 1856 (the same year Keokuk Hook & Ladder Company was 
organized), when the Young America Fire Company No. 1 was formed.  
This company was comprised of very prominent citizens of Keokuk, and 
it was much more efficient and better organized.  Among the members 
of this company was Samuel R. Curtis, then mayor of Keokuk, who 
later became a famous Union General in the Civil War.  In March of 
1862, Curtis’ army won the Battle of Pea Ridge in Arkansas.  This was 
a significant time in our great country’s past that Keokuk has celebrated 
for over 20 years with the Civil War reenactment held every spring 
in Rand Park.  Other famous Civil War veterans who were members 
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The Keokuk Fire Department: Part 1, The Volunteer Era
 by Damon Cackley, Assistant Chief — Keokuk Fire Department

Young America Fire Company 
No. 1 was organized in October 
of 1856 and quartered at 17 
North 6th Street.  The Union 
Fire Company No 3. was 
quartered in the same building, 
however, their address was 
listed as 19 North 6th.  When 
the Hook and Ladder Fire 
Company No. 1 existed, it too 
was quartered in this building.

http://www.keokukdowntown.com/confluence/winter12pg2324.pdf
http://www.cramerrealestate.com


For most of Keokuk’s history, 
the building at 511 Main 

Street was the home of a family-
operated jewelry store.  For many 
decades in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century and the early 
part of the twentieth century, 
this was the location of the Ayers 
Jewelry Store.  Then, in the 1920’s, 
the Ayers Building housed a 
succession of businesses, most 
notably an A & P grocery store.  
By the mid-thirties, however, it 
was the location of the Gredell-
Cahill Jewelry Store, which in time 
became Cahill Jewelry, and is 
today Cahill-Pribyl Jewelry & 
Gifts, owned and operated by 
Mike and Lisa Pribyl.

Mike and Lisa acquired the business from Mike’s father Hubert, who had graduated from 
Bradley University in 1949 on the G.I. Bill.  It was at Bradley that Hubert learned to be a 
watchmaker and jeweler.  After moving to Keokuk, he became the first local person to open a 
business with a G.I. loan issued by State Central Bank.  He was at first a friendly competitor 
of Burke Cahill’s, but when Mr. Cahill died unexpectedly in the 1960s, his widow Georgiana 
asked Hubert and his wife Marjorie to take over the business—and its historic location.  
(Prior to this, Pribyl’s Jewelry was located at 616 Main Street.) 

The business grew and prospered, and when Mike began to consider his career options, 
he realized that he wanted to follow his father in the family business.  Mike’s college 
education consisted of an Associate’s degree at Southeastern Community College, followed 
by a Bachelor’s degree from Western Illinois University, and then a program of instruction at 
Gem City Business College in watch making and repair.

While the right education is essential to success in your chosen career, it is character 
that will see you through life’s unexpected crises.  A fire that spread from an adjoining 
store nearly destroyed Cahill-Pribyl Jewelers in 1985.  Afterwards, it would have been easy 
for the Pribyls to relocate; instead, they reinvested in their community and in themselves, 
rebuilding and reopening their store right on the site of their burnt-out store.  The new store 
incorporated a new building with new stock and some new procedures.

The fire had brought home a need for more complete documentation when something 
is dropped off for repair, engraving, etc.  In 1986 a new claim check procedure was put 
in place, with the first check numbered 001.  The most recent check is numbered 47,190.  
Mike’s father estimated that he worked on 80,000 watches, etc., in his career, and Mike says 
it wouldn’t surprise him to see this same number achieved during his association with the 
jewelry business.

Afterwards, a façade improvement grant from Main Street Keokuk, Inc., enabled Mike 
and Lisa to put up new awnings at the front of their store.  Within the last two years, the 
“skins” of these awnings have had to be replaced, but the awnings have become an integral 
part of how Cahill-Pribyl presents itself to the community.

More recently, Mike and Lisa realized that their store was becoming somewhat crowded.  
Reducing inventory would have been a step backwards and inconsistent with their business 
plan, so they began considering other locations.  After a careful consideration of other 
locations, they realized that none had all of the advantages of their current location, so 
they began looking at whether or not remodeling could achieve 
more effective use of their basic 21’ x 98’ footprint.  

Cahill-Pribyl Jewelry & Gifts
 by Tom Gardner
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Cahill -Pribyl's new facade features awnings made 
possible through a Main Street Keokuk, Inc. grant. 

6Continued on Page 7
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After all, their current location offered them a new building, low utilities cost as a result of 
two shared walls as well as new electrical wiring and plumbing, front and rear entrances, 
and a dry basement.  They began to develop a plan 
that would meet their space requirements within 
their current footprint—and that would go green, 
too, through the reuse of building materials and the 
incorporation of new, high efficiency electrical fixtures.  
By reusing all of the lumber already in their building, 
they found it was only drywall that they needed 
to obtain new. Best of all, this remodeling project 
provided them with an additional 500 square feet of 
useful space.

Clearly, the community they serve appreciates 
both the appearance of this remodeling project as well 
as Mike and Lisa’s commitment to their community.  
Over 430 people attended their grand reopening 
October 13-15 of last year.

And what is the business plan that Mike and Lisa 
are following?  In brief, it is for Cahill-Pribyl to be a 
full-service, full-line jewelry store.  It services what 
it sells—and will typically service even products it 
doesn’t sell.  Furthermore, it carries a full line of 
nationally known and trusted brand-name products.  
It is only by following this plan, Mike and Lisa figure, 
that Cahill-Pribyl can meet the challenges of the 
current jewelry marketplace.

The jewelry business has undergone a revolution 
within the last twenty or thirty years.  New challenges 
have arisen from several different directions.  There 
are the chain jewelry stores and the “big box” stores with their 
huge, national advertising campaigns and ability to order stock 
in enormous quantities.  Customers are also changing.  Once, 
the most common type of customer was a man buying a piece 
of jewelry for a woman.  Now, men and women are more likely 
to consider a jewelry purchase together.  What they buy is also 
changing.  Nearly all new watches now make use of quartz 
technology, and more and more young people have decided 
they can do without a watch, using their cell phones instead.

Mike and Lisa have developed a business strategy that 
meets these challenges.  Much of their advertising is by word 
of mouth, augmented through seasonal advertisements.  Their 
product line is almost exclusively well known and trusted brand 
names.  As Mike points out, when a national jewelry chain 
focuses on their having a popular, well known product line like 
Pandora, it is inevitably helping Cahill-Pribyl’s business, too, 
because it also has an extensive display of Pandora jewelry.          

The care and thought that Mike and Lisa Pribyl have put 
into their business is clearly paying off.  Not only is Cahill-
Pribyl Jewelry & Gifts an impressive Keokuk success story, but in 2006 it was the recipient 
of the Ultimate Jeweler Award, the highest recognition of the Retail Jewelers’ Organization.  
Mike and Lisa have three children, all of whom feel as if they grew up in their parents’ 
jewelry store—and one of them, Amy, is now considering a career in jewelry making and 
merchandising.  She is looking into getting her college education at the Howard Academy for 
Metal Arts in Stoughton, Wisconsin.

Continued from Page  6

A public entrance at the rear of Cahill-Pribyl is 
a real convenience to many of its customers.

Cahill-Pribyl's newly remodeled interior makes 
efficient use of space.
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Note: Mary Grace wrote several articles in the 1960s about old homes and landmarks in 
Keokuk. They were published in The Daily Gate City. Mary’s family has given the Keokuk 
Confluence permission to use the articles along with her sketches. The documents from the family 
were early drafts so we have taken the liberty of correcting some typographical errors.

220 North Fourth Street

Richard G. Bowers bought this old Keokuk Home in early 1967, and with the assistance 
of his wife Alice, thoughtfully and tastefully had it redecorated and renovated for 

offices for his insurance business, New York Life.  Few need the space or can afford the 
modernizing and maintenance of 
these old high-ceilinged, high utilities 
and high taxes houses for homes, 
and no matter what the merit of 
each and every one of them, they 
cannot all be turned into museums.  
It is commendable that one here and 
there is given a new lease on life in 
this manner.  An off-Main business 
address is an increasingly meaningful 
move for many.  Parking space, elbow 
room, ready-made elegance and an 
opportunity to polish up an old jewel 
for one’s community rather than let all 
these old gems tarnish into ugly blight 
are things on the credit side of doing 
as Mr. Bowers has in converting 200 
North Fourth Street into office space.

The house has been decorated with 
wallpapers, carpeting and accessories 
in keeping with its 1850’s origin.  Many 
lovely watercolors, oils and original 

works of art done by Mrs. Bowers and their daughters Sarah and Cathy (Mrs. William 
Woolston) add a great warmth and interest to the décor.

 Enos H. Harrison, who built this residence in 1857, blew into Keokuk in 1849 
from a period of “looking around” for 
opportunities at likely points between here 
and his birthplace, Elizabeth, New Jersey.  He 
evidently liked what he saw, for he settled 
and lived out his life here.  He went into the 
wholesale grocery business with Mr. John W. 
Cleghorn and prospered.  Keokuk was the 
“Gate City,” where all the boats that came up 
the Mississippi unloaded goods and people.  
Pioneers pushing westward needed outfitting, 
and Cleghorn & Harrison accommodated 
them. 

 From groceries, Mr. Harrison expanded 
into banking, helping organize the Keokuk 
branch of the State Bank of Iowa here.  
He served as president of the same for 
many years.  He also took an active part in 
organizing the Keokuk Savings Bank 

Continued on Page 9

Old Homes and Landmarks
 by Mrs. C.H. Grace

An old Keokuk home that was given a new life 
as a business location.

http://www.ksbbank.com
http://ksbinsurance.com


and became one of its principal stockholders and advisors.  In civic affairs, 
Harrison served as alderman of the first ward four times and was a school 
board member.

An interesting aside in an old biographical sketch of Harrison remarks 
on his hale and hearty good looks, saying it was hard to believe he was 
of the advanced age (68) when he died.  His death occurred at his home 
December 10, 1877, of typhoid-pneumonia.

A description of 220 North Fourth Street in the year it was built follows:  
“A three story brick building, swell front [evidently meaning curved] 
between High and Concert on 4th.  This house is built in the French style 
of architecture, curved (Mansard) roof, Lutheran windows, moulded stone 
window caps, sills, watertable.  It contains in the first story a parlor, sitting 
room, dining room, kitchen, closets, pantry, etc.  Second and third stories 
contain chambers, bathing room, servants sleeping room, presses, closets, 
etc.  Basement contains wood, coal and vegetable cellars; wash room; 
furnace room, etc.  Cost $8000.  F.H. Moore, architect, R.P. Gray, builder.  
Residence of Enos Harrison.”

Continued from Page 8
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220 North Fourth Street has one of the 
most interesting front doors in Keokuk.  
Its ornate detail has been brought out 
by painting.

A very beautiful cast fireplace cover dating back to the 1857 
building of this house.  It is in the former parlor, now Mr. 
Bowers’ private office.

mailto:downtownkeokuk@iowatelecom.net
http://www.hy-vee.com
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The Mississippi River has offered adventurers and 
wanderers opportunities for literally thousands 

of years.  Explorers from the early native cultures to 
LaSalle, Marquette and Joliet to writers like Mark 
Twain have all found adventures between the banks of 
the Big Muddy.  However, long before people sought 
adventure along the Mississippi, numerous kinds of 
wildlife were making their living and enjoying the 
benefits the mighty river offered them.

There are numerous animals that currently 
make their homes along the Mississippi.  Some are 
familiar and obvious others more obscure and far 
less familiar.   All of them make up a tremendous 
ecosystem that has managed to survive and adapt to 
the numerous changes that have happened over time.

For the purpose of this article, the focus will 
be on two of the largest birds that have frequented 
the waterway for a very long time.  The American 
Bald Eagle and the American White Pelican have 
traveled the Mississippi River for many years 
seeking their breeding grounds to the north on 
their spring migration and the winter feeding 
grounds in the south.  

In years past, both eagles and pelicans did nest along the 
shores of the Mississippi River; however, as settlement increased 
along the river, both birds started to move their nest sites further 
north.  Recently we have seen a tremendous return of eagle 
nesting in and around the river.  Pelicans, on the other hand, 
have continued to head for the northern reaches of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Manitoba for their breeding season. 

Identification of both birds is relatively easy due to the large 
size of both species.  The adult Bald Eagle (whose name comes 
from the Old English word “balde” meaning white headed) is 
recognized from the white feathers on the head and tail.  The 
eagle does not normally acquire the white feathers until the fifth 
to sixth year of life.  This aids mature birds in choosing a mate 
during the breeding season.   

Immature or juvenile birds are identified by their dark brown 
or mottled colors.  The younger birds will often appear to be 
larger than the adults because of the length of the juvenile bird’s 
flight feathers.  Young birds will sometimes remain in the Upper 
Mississippi River region throughout the year rather than going 
north to breed.  This is because birds four years old or younger 
are not of breeding age, and if the feeding is good in these 
regions it doesn’t benefit younger birds to fly further north.

Bald Eagle diets include a lot of fish, particularly in the 
winter months.  In addition, eagles will scavenge on the 
carcasses of most dead animals and on occasion steal fish or 
other food from other birds of prey.  It was this habit that led 
the great American statesman Ben Franklin to describe the Bald 
Eagle as a “bird of immoral character.”  Of course, that did not 
stop the Bald Eagle from becoming our national symbol.

The Bald Eagle is undoubtly the Upper Mississippi's best 
known and most celebrated avian visitor.

Mississippi Wanderers
 by Tom Buckley

http://www.keokukdowntown.com/confluence/winter12pg2526.pdf


 

Now available at
the Main Street Keokuk, Inc. office 

and Courtyard Books

Proceeds benefit KCED  

 Keokuk Heritage Puzzles...
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Celebrate Keokuk's heritage with the World's most elegant puzzles!

Water Power Series #3 
 limited collectors' edition* of  50

12 ¾  x 17”, 491 pieces 
. $125 ,

Street Fair Puzzle
unlimited edition

 8¼  x 13”, 268 pieces
. $75 ,

Water Power Series #2
limited collectors' edition* of  60

12 ¾  x 16 ½ ”, 404 pieces 
. $125 ,

Water Power Series #3,
features what was the cover 
of the third quarterly progress 
report issued during the 
construction of the Keokuk 
lock and dam.  The original 
artwork was painstakingly 
refreshed by Mimi Kiedaisch-
Elmore, then produced into a 
puzzle exclusively for Keokuk 
Heritage Puzzles by Liberty 
Puzzles of Boulder,CO — 
arguably the finest puzzle 
creator in North America.

Each puzzle in 
the series combines 
real challenge with 
genuine aesthetic 
pleasure. Top grade 
art paper is affixed to 
the finest ¼” maple 
plywood, laser cut, 
then hand cleaned in 
order to create a final 
work of art destined 
to be enjoyed by 
generations to come. 

     * Collectors' editions are serially numbered and   
       include a specially shaped Chief Keokuk piece.

There are no tight fits... only perfect ones!



Lorene B. Curtis was 19 years old when she arrived in Keokuk from Lima, Ohio.  It 
was on Good Friday, April 14, 1865.  She came with her father, Julius C. Curtis, and 

her mother, Eliza Skinner Curtis.  About four years later, in December 1869, she married 
James Brice Diver.  They moved into a residence which was perched on the bluff overlooking 
the river at 525 N. 3rd Street, named Port Sunshine.  During the time they lived there, a 

substantial amount of activity took place on the Mississippi 
River just below, including the construction of the U.S. canal in 
the 1870s, the bridge from Keokuk to Hamilton was completed 
in 1871, and from 1911 to 1913, the construction of the 
powerhouse and dam itself.

While the location of her residence gave her a panoramic 
view of the construction activities going on in those years, it 
also created an endless series of sounds.  In 1913, she wrote a 
booklet entitled “Sound Waves”.  In the forward, she recounts, 
“The art of seeing has been one of the greatest pleasures in 
my life, while the sense of hearing, has given more pain than 
pleasure.”  She continues in the forward of her booklet by saying, 
“Unfortunately, the ears, hearing cannot be shut out at will, like 
the shutters of the eyes.”  Mrs. Diver goes on to describe the 
construction as she experienced it by the sounds that it created.  
She writes, “One’s sense of hearing becomes wonderfully acute, 
keen, strained to distinguish and attribute each particular sound 
to its proper cause, learning the different material, when struck, 
by the sound of vibration.

"First the pick and shovel work, in clouds of earth and stone.  
Hammers on wooden ties, iron rails, stone bed of the river, followed by steam engines, 
drills, derricks, dippers, air compressors, traveling cranes, air drills, hammers and riveters, 
channelers, steamboat throbs, signal bells, and full throated whistles.

"There are sounds of the locomotives’ labored breathing, as they push, pull, tug away with 
an upgrade load.

"After delivering their many loaded cars to the dumping place, how they pant and puff, 
sometimes tired, sometimes petulantly while they stand and wait for orders to ‘go ahead’.
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Sound Waves
 by Jack Smith 

Port Sunshine today, still very much as it
must have appeared in 1869 when Mrs. Diver 
moved in as a new bride.

Continued on Page 13

http://www.riverhillsvillage.com


"Locomotives with their clanging bells, out of tune, shrieking, whistle signals, salutes, 
conversation, odious remarks, swear words, joyful toots, noon, night, quitting time.  Then 
the roar of the wheels, as they bumpity bump along, running to the stable, where they let 
off steam, cool off, let down fires, get a good rub down, and back into 
their stalls.

"All is quiet now, til the get up whistle blows fearfully at the dawn 
of day.

"One after another from the dignified sand engine, to the little dinky, 
answer sleepily:  ‘Here’, ‘Present’, ‘I’m coming’, and hustle along to 
begin another ‘Day’s work’.

"The unobtrusive steam drill has its own sound, quick, insistent, 
metallic, decisive, is the first letter of this alphabet of sound, is responsible, 
forerunner of the upheaval, the disturber of the earth and air.

"One is conscious of, can feel an upheaval, earthquake jar before the 
sound of the blast is heard.  Falling rocks splash in the water, striking 
timbers, concrete, iron tubes, galvanized roofing, each a separate sound.  
Without looking, one soon learns the different materials struck by the 
notes, music.

"One of the presently suggestive sounds is the Wagner Music Anvil 
Chorus with appropriate setting in the bed of the river, that deafens, 
stills all other sounds, when the riveters play on the big hollow tubes 
or cylinders…

“The Steam Dipper growls in harsh voice, lifting great mouthfuls of 
stone, earth, natural boulders of prehistoric times, opening wide its iron 
jaws to let fall the accumulation…into the waiting cars, all with noisy 
protest, but acknowledged strength and power…

“In order to keep dry, these 33 acres of the bottom of the river, 
surround and protected by the coffer dam, the pump with its 
distinctive monotone, like the brook, goes on forever, day and night, 
night and day.”  

Mrs. Diver concludes by saying, “He that hath eyes to see, let him see, seeing is believing, 
he that hath ears to hear, cannot help it if he would, let him hear and wonder at the unseen 
forces, cause and effect that produce these sounds, noise, music, discord, harmony.”

Lorene Curtis Diver died on June 7, 1922, still living at Port Sunshine, thus ending a life 
of unusual contributions made by her to the community of Keokuk.

 © 2010, Keokuk Area Community Foundation
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Sound Waves: Continued from Page 13
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With degrees in Art History as well as Culinary Arts, Liz Clark has always been 
concerned about the presentation of food and its eye appeal, as well as its taste. Called 

by the James Beard Foundation “The First Lady of Iowa Cuisine”, 
and “The Julia Child of the Midwest” by the Chicago Tribune, Liz 
has spent the past forty years carving a nationally acclaimed niche for 
herself in the food world. She has been featured on the Television Food 
Network and had her own show on Iowa Public Television. Now Liz is 
bringing the art of food to you as she pairs with the Keokuk Art Center 
and offers her classes in their facility.

To register, please call The Keokuk Art Center at 319-524-8354. 
The Center is open from 9:00 am – noon, Tuesday through Saturday. 
It is located in the downstairs of the Keokuk Public Library, 210 N. 
5th Street, Keokuk, IA 52632. Classes must be prepaid! No refunds 
after the Wednesday before the class.

January
A Winter Fireside Dinner, Sunday, January 29, 1:30 pm. The 
legendary Cassoulet; the most famous dish of southwestern France. 
Liz will take the mystery out of this much debated classic. Duck, pork, 
lamb, sausage and the most unctuous beans you’ll ever taste. Perfect 
for a chilly winter night. We’ll accompany it with a classic Caesar Salad 
and your own homemade croutons, followed by Liz’s fancified version 
of Indian Pudding and freshly made Vanilla Ice Cream. $35

February
Valentine Dinner Party, Sunday, February 12, 1:30 pm.  Seared Ahi 
Tuna Steaks with a Wasabi Hollandaise Sauce, Horseradish Mashed 
Potatoes, Roasted Asparagus, and a Panna Cotta with warm berry 
compote. A Valentine dinner your Valentine will remember for a long 
time to come. $35

Mardi Gras – A Return to New Orleans, Sunday, 
February 19, 1:30 pm. Oyster and Artichoke Soup, 
Classic Red Beans and Rice, Chopped Salad with a 
Creole Remoulade Dressing and flaming Banana’s 
Foster for dessert. Liz has spent years traveling to 
New Orleans and will share the secrets of some of its 
most famous chefs and restaurants with you! $35

March
Pizza Workshop, Saturday, March 10, 9:30 am.  Liz 
has Wolfgang Puck’s roasted garlic and chili pizza 
crust recipe which she will teach you, along with her own crispy crust containing cornmeal. 
We’ll have a buffet of toppings from gilled vegetables to seafood from which you can build a 
smorgasbord of creative one-of-a-kind meal in themselves pizzas. A tasty, fun way to spend a 
Saturday. $35

Steak House Dinner, Sunday, March 18, 1:30 pm. This is the retro meal everyone hungers 
for – always extremely popular, so sign up right away. Marinated Strip Steaks, Stuffed 
Twice-Baked Potatoes, Creamed Spinach, Steak-House Salad with Creamy Blue Cheese 
Dressing and New York Cheesecake. Try to find this anywhere today unless, of course, you 
want to fly to New York for dinner at Peter Lugar’s! A taste of the ‘50’s to savor. $45

The Art of Food

14

Liz Clark Cooking School Classes at the Keokuk Art Center



Indian Pudding Bruleé with Apples and Hickory Nuts
When Liz was a college student in Boston, many moons ago, the Hungry Pilgrim 

Restaurant in the Statler-Hilton Hotel featured Indian Pudding as its signature dessert. Over 
the years she would make her version as a comforting winter throwback to those nostalgic days. 
Here she updates it with a bruleé topping, adding apples and hickory nuts to the rich mix.

  4 cups milk
  5 Tbsp. yellow cornmeal
  2 Tbsp. butter
  ½ cup dark brown sugar, firmly packed
  ½ cup sorghum or molasses
  1 tsp. sea salt
  1 tsp. vanilla
  ½ tsp. each cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger and mace
  2 extra-large eggs, lightly beaten
  1 large cooking apple, such as Golden Delicious or Cortland, 
   peeled and diced, and lightly poached until tender
  ½ cup hickory nuts (may substitute pecans), 
   toasted in a 300° oven until fragrant (about 10 minutes)
  1 cup whipping cream
  6 Tbsp. dark brown sugar for topping

In the top of a double boiler bring 3 cups of the milk to a boil over direct heat. Whisk 
the remaining cup of milk with the cornmeal and slowly add to the hot milk. Put the top 
of the double boiler over boiling water and cook whisking steadily for about 20 minutes. 
Stir in butter, brown sugar, and sorghum or molasses. Whisk in salt, vanilla and spices. 
Beat eggs lightly and whisk into mixture. Add poached diced apples and toasted hickory 
nuts. 

Preheat oven to 300°. Pour mixture into a lightly buttered 2 quart soufflé dish and 
bake on the center shelf of the preheated oven for 2 hours, stirring approximately every 
15 minutes for the first hour. After one hour, pour the whipping cream over the top and 
continue to bake for another hour or until set.

Remove the pudding from the oven and preheat the broiler. Sprinkle the 6 Tbsp. 
of brown sugar over the surface of the pudding. Place under the preheated broiler and 
allow to broil until sugar is bubbling but not burned.

Remove from oven and serve, accompanied by vanilla ice cream or brandied 
whipped cream if desired.
        Serves 8   

       ©Elizabeth M. Clark 2001
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Bacon
 by Tom Gardner

When pigs die 
And go to heaven,
Do you think they know
That heaven is us?

mailto:KJK.Attorney@yahoo.com
mailto:kjk.attorney@yahoo.com


Note:  Val Gault Bowman lived in Keokuk 
until she was 12.  When she and her husband 
John returned for a class reunion, John also 
fell in love with the town. They now live in 
Roseville, California where they are currently 
free lance writers but often come back to visit 
friends in Keokuk.    
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Keokuk Folks
 by John Joseph Bowman 
       (spouse of a former Keokuk resident)
Folks here cause me to feel
more than welcome. I belong.
Maybe I was here once. Maybe
I ran away as a kid, hopped a train
in Fort Wayne, my hometown,
rode the rails across Indiana,
across the fat part of Illinois,
across the mysterious Mississippi,
wound up on Main Street.

Maybe I was a carney boy
and during the summer at the
big street fair that unraveled
like a bright and sparkling ribbon
for 15 blocks down Main Street,
maybe I pointed people to the tent
that housed Lobster Boy and the Bodiless
Woman, her bold head sitting atop
the table – She Laughs, She Talks,
She Smokes, She Jokes.

And maybe, after the carnival rolled
it all up and left town, I stayed. Maybe
I caught more than my share of the Tootsie
Rolls that Sheriff Toots Delahoyd tossed
from his convertible during the 
Fourth of July parade. And maybe
one day I walked down to the river,
as I am doing now, and stowed away
on a tugboat headed for St. Louis
and New Orleans and into another
dream. Maybe one day I’ll come
back and walk back up Morgan Street.
Maybe I’ll even settle here for good.
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word hunter
 by John Joseph Bowman

alone with paper and thoughts --
those restless birds who build
nests of story lines in my head --
I sit and wait, like the hunter in
the duck blind, chilled, hopeful.

I check to see if my gun is loaded,
open my thermos and sip hot
chocolate, curse myself for not
wearing the thermal underwear.
a dot in the sky grows larger

as it descends toward the 
river, I twist the lid back onto
the thermos, remove my gloves
for a better grip on the cold shotgun.
the dot flaps down, down, sits

on the water for breakfast. why
did I watch it without aiming,
firing while it was in flight, I
do not know, but now I watch.
and my body is warm with wonder.

I walk hip-deep into the water,
scoop up the best of them, 
carry them back to my notepad,
write a poem about living with loss,
about confusion about the divine.



I was eight years old when the train took my Aunt Marian away from 
me in Keokuk and back to her home in Westfield, New Jersey. My 

father’s sister had been summoned to stay with my two brothers and 
me when my mother was hospitalized with what was called a nervous 
breakdown. I guess in the ‘50s, children were not expected to be able to 
deal with such serious subjects so I was told she was being treated for 
back pain.

My aunt had white hair and was a proper New Englander. Very 
different from my mother who was more emotional and didn’t have so 
many rules. With my aunt, we were expected to finish our vegetables, 
sit up straight and go to bed on time. But she also had a softer side. She 
took me to the library and taught me how to knit. She told me stories 
about her parakeet, Dennis, and fixed healthy lunches when I walked 
home from Torrence School every day at noon. We watched Our Miss 
Brooks together where I began to develop an image of women as 
capable of taking care of themselves (even though the single school 
teacher did act pretty silly around the biology teacher, Mr. Boynton.) 

It was a summer day spent as always with the girls across the street, 
putting on a play I think, when my Aunt Marian called me home to tell 
me someone special was coming to see us. I couldn’t imagine who it 
would be and when I failed to guess it was my mother, she had to tell me. My first thought 
was whether my aunt would be staying.

The reentry with my mother was awkward. She seemed happy to see me but also seemed 
a little lost and sad. I didn’t think she was as sad as I was at losing my dear aunt. I cried until 

my father agreed that I could go with 
them when he took her to the train 
station, even though it meant I would 
be late for school that day. 

As we waited for the train to 
arrive, my aunt hugged me and 
assured me she would write letters 
every week; that didn’t stop my tears. 
She waved goodbye and boarded the 
train. My father took my hand and 
headed for the car but I wouldn’t 
let him leave until we found the 
train car my aunt had entered. I 
saw her through the window and 
waved frantically but she didn’t see 
me. She had opened her newspaper 
and was already thinking of other 
things. I was desolate as I watched 
the train slowly pick up steam and 
head toward the East where my 
only connection to her would be 
letters filled with news of Dennis the 
parakeet and her flower garden. 
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On the Train
 by Valerie Bowman

   

Young  Valerie and her parakeet — Dennis II

http://www.statecentralbank.com


18

Melissa couldn’t have been more pleased with her sixteenth birthday party, even though 
there was only one small gift that genuinely surprised her.  Only four people had 

come to her party, and there were only two more gifts other than the four those four people 
brought.  The two additional gifts had come from out-of-town grandparents, a fancy wrap to 
wear over a bathing suit from the grandparents in Florida and a pair of designer sunglasses 
from the grandparents in Arizona.  Her friend Clare gave her a book about dragons.  Her 
art teacher gave her a set of colored pencils and a pad of drawing paper, while her next-door 
neighbor gave her a stuffed animal, a unicorn.  The art teacher and the neighbor were also at 
the party because of an interest in Melissa’s widowed father, an interest he was still unaware 
of but that she found amusing.

Her big present was parked out front, the car she would need for an after-school job, 
and then later, when she went off to college.  It was no surprise.  In fact, she and her father 
had picked it out together.  There was, 
however, still one smaller wrapped 
package sitting on the table near the 
cake, a second gift from her father.  
When she opened it, Melissa discovered 
that it contained the car’s ignition key, 
the key welded to a short length of 
chain that disappeared into the top of a 
three inch by four inch pink satin heart.  
Her father said, “I know your car is too 
old to have push-button, keyless entry, 
but I thought a panic button as a safety 
feature might be a good idea, so I made 
you one.  It’s the button in the middle 
of the heart.  You have to push it pretty 
hard to activate it.”

All Melissa could think to say 
was, “Thanks, Dad—it sure is pink!”  
Everyone else laughed as her dad 
smiled and nodded his head.  She 
smiled back indulgently.

Melissa’s father Henry liked nothing 
better than to tinker in the shop in his 
basement after he got home from his job at the factory.  When he was younger he liked to 
think of himself as an inventor following in the footsteps of his idol, Thomas Alva Edison.  
By late middle age, though, he knew that there was something he lacked to be considered an 
inventor, and, in a way, he even knew what it was he lacked:  practical inventions.  If he were 
to look deeper into his deficiencies, he might even conclude that he was too enamored to that 
distant past when Thomas Alva Edison was working in his lab at Menlo Park, New Jersey.

Henry’s “inventions” all looked as if they had been created for that long ago time or even 
earlier.  They were all made from wood, brass and steel.  Most made no use whatsoever of 
plastic or polymers; some neither plugged in nor used batteries.  By modern standards, they 
were huge, far too big to fit into an automobile or space capsule or nuclear submarine.  They 
were elegant solutions to nineteenth century problems that the modern world simply ignored.

It wasn’t that Henry disdained the world of electricity.  After all, his hero, Thomas 
Alva Edison, had invented the light bulb, and Henry lived in a small Iowa town that was 
the location of the first dam across the Mississippi River, a power dam that still generated 
electricity a hundred years after it had been built.  As a child, Henry had loved visiting the 
powerhouse with its huge, elegant turbines housed in his hometown’s most monumental 

The Panic Button
 by Tom Gardner

http://www.keokukdowntown.com/confluence/winter12pg2728.pdf


Keokuk Cultural & 
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  Riverfront Legend 
A • Municipal Boat Ramp
B • Hubinger Landing
C • Southside Boat Club
D • Riverview Park
E • Keokuk Depot
F • Geo. M. Verity Riverboat Museum
G • Victory Park / Gen. Curtis statue
H • Observation Deck (100 yr old bridge)
I • Lock and Dam 19

P

P

Dining in the District
• Angelini’s Pizza
• Delightfully Tasteful
 Bistro
• Domino’s
• Fiesta Jalisco
• First Wok
• 4th Street Cafe
• Harrington’s Restaurant
• Lumpy’s Tap & Grill
• River City Café
• Shifters Grinders
• Subway
• The Cellar
• The Wooden Nickel

N

Cultural Assets in the District
  1 • Dreasler Photography 
  2 • Estes Park
  3 • Gateway Park 
  4 • Grand Theatre
  5 • Great River Gallery
  6 • Katie John House
  7 • Keokuk Art Center
  8 • Keokuk Public Library
  9 • Lee Co. Historical Society Museum
10 • Plaza Cinemas
11 • Vinson Photography

LEGEND

Historical/Cultural Asset

Restaurant

Cultural Facilities

Entertainment Facilities 

Parking
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January
  1-31  • Keokuk Art Center's Permanent Collection on Exhibit, Round Room, Keokuk Library
       2  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library       
       4   • Dishing About Books discusses Sarah's Key, by Tatiana De Rosnay, 7:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library 
   • First Wednesday’s Jazz, 8 - 10 pm, The Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park Dr.     
       5  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
  • Barn Quilts Presentation with Liz Barnes, 6 - 8 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Library
  • Free Movie Night featuring The Help, 6 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation     
       7  • Dance and Tumbling Recital, Unlimited Dance, 2 pm, The Grand Theatre
  • Bridal Fair, sponsored by the Daily Gate City, River City Mall
       8  • Diva De Paris & Friends - A benefit performance, 2 pm, The Grand Theatre  
       9  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
     12  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
  • Free Movie Night featuring Super 8, 6 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation 
     13  • NAME Boards/Signs Craft Class, 6:30 pm, In Other Words, 
   415 Main, preregistration required, call: 217-440-9767    
     19   • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
  • Dessert Theatre in the Cafeteria, 7 pm, Keokuk High School
     20  • Free Music - Kirk Brandenberg & Friends, 7:30 - 9:30 pm,
   Holiday Inn Express
     21  • KHS One Act Plays District Contest, 8 am - 6 pm, 
   The Grand Theatre  
  • Bald Eagles Appreciation Days, All Day, Riverfront and 
   River City Mall
  • Woodcarvers Show, Holiday Inn Express     
  • The Bald Eagle Blues - a benefit for Rollin' on
   the River featuring the Mahoney Cousins, doors open
   at 7 pm, music 8 pm - midnight, Southside Boat Club 
     22  • Bald Eagles Appreciation Days, All Day, Riverfront and River City Mall
  • Woodcarvers Show, Holiday Inn Express 
     23  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library    
     26  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
     27  • LOVE Blocks Craft Class, 6:30 pm, In Other Words, 415 Main,  
   preregistration required, call: 217-440-9767   
     29  • A Winter Fireside Dinner with Liz Clark, 
   Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm,Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
     30  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library 
     31  • Couponing Class, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Public Library  

http://www.FCB-Keokuk.com
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February
  1-29  • Rita Noe Retrospective, Keokuk Art Center Exhibit, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library 
        1  • Dishing About Books discusses 19 Minutes, by Jodi Picoult, 
   7:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library      
       • First Wednesday’s Jazz, 8 - 10 pm,  The Hawkeye Restaurant, 
   105 N. Park Dr.
       2  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  •  Free Movie Night, 6:00 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation
       3  • Opening for Rita Noe Exhibit, 5 - 7 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
       6  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library   
       9  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
	 	•	Free	Movie	Night, 6:00 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library, 
   sponsored by the KPL Foundation 
     10  • Bottom Line Duo, 7:30 pm, sponsored by the Keokuk Concert 
   Association, The Grand Theatre
  • Keokuk Sister Cities' International Tasting,  5:30 - 7:30 pm, 
   First Christian Church 

     11  • Keokuk Show Choir Invitational, 9 am - 10 pm, KHS Fieldhouse
     12   • Valentines Dinner Party with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 1:30 pm, 
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library
     13  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library   
     16  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, 
   Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
  • Greening Your Cleaning, 
   6:30 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
     19  • Mardis Gras Party 
   with Liz Clark, 
   Keokuk Art Center, 
   1:30 pm, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library
     23  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm,
   Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library
     24  • An Evening of One Acts - 
   Dessert Theatre, 
   Great River Players, 
   River City Mall
     25  • An Evening of One Acts - 
   Dessert Theatre, 
   Great River Players, River City Mall
     27  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library

Bottom Line Duo -Courtesy Photo
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March
       1  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
       2  • Dollar-a-Day Boys - A Musical Tribute to the Civilian Conservative Corp by 
   Bill Jamerson, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Public Library 
 3-25  • High School Art Competition on Display, Keokuk Fine Arts Council, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Public Library
       5  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
       7  • Dishing About Books discusses Fried Green 
   Tomatoes by Fannie Flagg, 7:30 pm,
   Lower Level, Keokuk Library      
       • First Wednesday’s Jazz, 8 - 10 pm,  
   The Hawkeye Restaurant, 105 N. Park Dr.
       8  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room,
   Keokuk Library
	 	•	Free	Movie	Night, 6:00 pm, Round Room, 
   Keokuk Library, sponsored by the 
   KPL Foundation
     10  • Dailey & Vincent Music Show, Keokuk 
   Tourism, 7:30 pm, The Grand Theatre
  • Pizza Workshop with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art
   Center, 9:30 am, Lower Level, 
   Keokuk Library 
     11  • McNamara's Band in Concert, 2 pm, The Grand Theatre
     12  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
     13  • POPS Concert, Keokuk High School Music Department, 7:30 pm, The Grand Theatre 
     14   • Navy Sea Chanters Chorus Concert,  sponsored by the Daily Gate City, 7 pm,   
   The Grand Theatre 
     15  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
	 	•	All	City	Band, Keokuk Community Schools, 7:30 pm, 
   Keokuk Middle School
     16  • Keokon Alpha Science Fiction Convention, Keokuk Library
  • Fallon O'Connor Irish Dancers, 7 pm, The Grand Theatre
     18  • A Steak House Dinner with Liz Clark, Keokuk Art Center, 
   1:30 pm, Lower Level, Keokuk Public Library
     19  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
     22  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
     25  • High School Art Competition, Reception & Awards, Keokuk
   Fine Arts Council, 2 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • After School Games, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • Gospel Concert, time TBA, The Grand Theatre
     27 • Jazz and Chili Concert, Keokuk High School Music 
   Department, 5:30 pm, location TBA
     29  • After School Movie, 3:30 pm, Round Room, Keokuk Library
  • Keokuk High School Spring Play, 7:30 pm, 
   The Grand Theatre
     30  • Keokuk High School Spring Play, 7:30 pm, 
   The Grand Theatre
    

Save the date ...
  April 28 - 29 • Keokuk's 25th Annual 
   Civil War Reenactment
  

In order to add an event to this calendar, contact Carole Betts at 
carole@courtyardbookstore.com.  Updates will be made semi-
monthly.  To advertise in the Confluence, please contact Bill Vandersall 
at billshay@q.com.  All ads should be approximately 3 x 5 inches in size 
and may be either vertical or horizontal.  The cost is $40 per ad. 22

McNamara's Band –  Photo Courtesy of DGC
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